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PREFACEY 


2 EXT to the Theme of 
| 1 this Dialogue, the Love. -— 
of God, IJ can not better. 
emen it to the Rea- 
4 than by acquainting him with 
bat hearty Welcome it hay been 
* entertain d. It a writ. A 
ö ren originally in Spaniſh, but the 
Time uncertain. Afterward, it was.” 
tranſlated into Italian, French, 
High Dutch and Low-Duteh : . and 14 
about the Tear 1587. the learned m__— 
Canoniſt F. Laurentius Saris; from 
tbe High-Dutch Verſion turn'd 6 
into Latin. After bin Ano 
EY — Vender A 
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iv The PREFACE. 
Vander Meer, a learned Licentiate 


of the Law, beſides conſulting the 
French and Dutch Copies, compar'd 


it with the Original, and tranſla- 


ted it into Latin. The laſt was 
Antonius Boetzer, who in the Year 
1617. from all the other Copies 


© publiſh'd a Correct Edition of it in 
Latin ar Collein. 


The Author's Name was unknown 
to any of the Editors, and he might 
probably conceal it to avoid the Ap- 
plauſe, which ſo religious a Perfor- 
mance might juſtly claim. 

The ſeveral Editions had diffe- 
rent Titles, ſome call'd it the Trea- 


ſure of Devotion, others the Com- 


pendious Way to Salvation; bur 
the laſt bears that of Deſiderius, 
which I choſe to follow, becauſe it 
was the Author's Title, adding that 
of the Original Pilgrim, to diſtin- 


guiſh between this and ſome others 


, of the ſame Name, or very like it: 


For 


ws, 0 - 
1 
* 


d 17 


i The PREFACE, v 
For it is not the firſt Time this 
Book has appear'd in Engliſh ; 
tho very much diſeuis'd, I am 
aſſur'd that Mr. Royſton the Book- 
ſeller ( ſome Tears dead) very well 
knew that Dr, Patrick took bis 
Pilgrim from it, and that ſeveral 
Authors, whom I could name, have 
form'd noble Deſigns from hence. 
As for my own Part, I was ſo 
well pleas d with it in its native 
Beauty, that I choſe to follow the 
Author; and, excepting a feu Pa- 
ges in the Beginning, have almoſt; Þ 
verbally tranſlated it. And truly, 1 


after ſome Times peruſing it, I need- 73 


ed no other Motive to induce me te 
undertake it, than the Charms 1 
met with in every Page, for ſeveral: * 
Tears ſeldom paſſing a Day without” 7 
reading ſome Part of it. "4 


If by this poor Attempt of mine T 


ſnould be ſo happy as to contribute” 


to the Advancement of this ſub- 
4 2 lime 


EF vt The PREFACE. 
lime Part of Devotion, The Love 
of God, 1 ſhall gain my End, and 


_ bleſs God for ite But if 1 miſs of 


this, the Diſappointment may affect 
me, in Regard of the Loſs to others, 
but not for any Slight or Contempt 


10 my ſelf: I thank God, I am 


herein before-band with the World; 
for none can think more meanly of 
me than 1 do of my ſelf. 

I mean and wiſh well to all; and 
pray to God to inſpire 15 with the 
true Love of him, that from thence 
ve may learn to love one another 7 
and that we may have our perfect 
ee and Bliſs in that 
Heavenly Aſylum , where without 
Interruption we may eternally ſing 
of, and celebrate his . 
Amen. 


Feb. 21. 1716. 


797 55 RAG e 
AOESSEE DES ay 
eee 


DE SID ERIUS, 


OR THE 
RI Gi NK 


PILGRIM, Oc. 


YEE Efiderins was a Man in- 


2 nA troduc'd into the World: 
TJ D 115 7 the Advantages 
C of Birch and Fortune. 
DEE His Education was for- 
ward, and he had the Opportunity: 
of raking an early View of the World 
in all its Variety and Changes. The 
Camp was to bim no longer the 
noble Mart of Honour and Prefer- 
ment, where ſelfiſh Slaves ran awa 
with 'the Reward due to the boneft 


Hero, who had ſpent his Blood in his 
dear Countries Service. He ſaw with 
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= Deſiderius, or the 


Contempt the ſoothing Arts of ſubtle 
Courtiers and flattering Crowds, who 
had no other End but to abuſe and 
deceive thoſe they would ſeem to 
pleaſe, Virtue was among them be- 
come a ſcornful Jeſt, and Perfidy, Hate 
and Ruin, lutk'd under the Mask of 
Beauty. Corruption, Diſcontent and 
Faction had intirely poſſeſs d the City, 
and every one paid a ſlaviſh Submiſ- 
ſion to mighty Gain. The Coun- 
try, once the happy Seat of joyful 
Nature, was now over-run with Pride 
and Luxury, and rural Innocence de- 
praved with the vile Practices of the 

Court and Town. The moſt delight- 

ful and entertaining Scenes in any or 

all of theſe were Objects too narrow 
for Deſiderius's capacious Soul ; his 
Mind ſicken'd at earthly Injoyments, 
and he aſpir'd to ſomething more ſub- 
lime. | 7 . 
He was not long in reſolving upon 
the Perſuit of ſolid Good; for taking 
his Way to a Place once famous for 


the Profeſſion and Practice of Reli - 


do the Converſation o 


e Conrtraton of Focttaſichs, 


Original Pilgrim. 94 
concluding that thoſe awful Guides 
of heavenly Government would ſhew- 
him ſolid Good in the native Purity 
and Luftre of Religion. But he ſoon 
found himſelf miftaken ; for he too 
plainly ſaw the Holy Office turn'd in- 
to a Trade, the Prieſts wholly taken 


up in Faction and ſecular Affairs, and 


licens'd Blaſphemies broach'd and pub- 
liſh'd from the Pulpit to promote a 
pretended Good. 


Upon this Diſappointment he lefe: 


them, and with eager Steps haſten'd 
to a diſtant Monaſtry, where he pur- 
pos'd to devote the Remainder of his 
Days to the Company of holy Men, 
and by Exerciſes of Devotion purge 
off the Drege >f Life. But alas! To 
his great Amazement he found that” 
this holy Solitude, as the World call'd - 
it, was but too often affected, and 

ſerv'd only to make Men paſs undi- 
ſtinguiſh'd, produce d Ignorance and 
Idleneſs, and that too many of the 
moft renounc'd. Aſceticks were cele«- 
8 doing what was next to 


—— 


% a = 
— 
» 


= 10 Defiderius, or the 


This was a greater Difappointment 
to Defiderins than the former, and 
plung'd him into ſuch Incertainties, 
that at laſt tir'd with Conjectures, bf 
and perplex'd at what had happen'd, a | 
welcome Heavineſs fiez'd his Eyes, 1 
and ſoft Sleep, the ſweet Gift of in- 
dulgent Nature, lock'd up his Senſes 
in a profound Repoſe. Whilſt plea- 


Pa N * 
K ' SS 
* 


ſing Slumbers charm'd his careful * 
Thoughts, innumerable Phancies pre- PR 
ſented themſelves to his Soul, which | 
interrupted each other with a broken 1 
Succe ſſion. Thefe were hitherto but 75 
Dreams, the Product of a ſick Mind; bi 


bur at laſt ſomething offer'd, that made 
a ſtronger Impreſſion on him; for it * 
diſplay'd a Scene of what he wiſh'd . 
for: A ſudden glorious Light ſhone 1 
round him and from a bright Cloud 
he faw deſcending a Virgin of ange- 4 
lick Form. Her Shape was lovely, i 
and her Face a conſummate Beauty : 
Her Locks like Beams of Silver Light 
way d, part about her Shoulders, and 
part curling upwards, form'd a natural 
Coronet. Her Motion was not terr- 
dle or ſwift, but gradual and eaſy ; 
= Y ne 


Original Pilgri u. 11 
no angry Meſſage appear'd in her 
Looks, and her Face wore no Signs 
of threatning Vengeance. Deſiderin?'s 
Soul was agitated with a pleaſing 
} Mixture of Fear and Joy; he was 
charm'd with the beautiful Appear- 
ance, but the unuſual Majeſty of 
it ſtruck him with an awful Reve- 
4 rence. Whilſt he was thus admiring; 
5 and muſing what this ſhould mean, 
5 the lovely Meſfenger drew near,, 
and thus addreſs'd him: * Honeſt: 
Mortal, let anxious Cares no long-- 
5 of oppreſs thy Mind; for know, 
© thou art now under the more im- 
© mediate Care of the Divine Will, 
* who knows the Sincerity of thy 

© Soul, and hath ee on'd 12 
6 to ditect thee whither to go, 
% and find the Satisfaction thou re- 
% quireſt, Take thy Way Eaftward!: 
* from hence, and after ſome Days 
© 'Travel through the. Deſert, thow 
% wilt meet with an antient She 
*© herd diligently tending his Flock: 
*« He will nfirue thee bow to. 
4 Bud out the noble Knight called? 
8 "SM. 


12 Deſiderius, or the 
EF ©* THE * LOVE OF + GOD, Who 
* being ill treated by the World is 
ce retired from it, to an impregna- 
* ble Security, where he. injoys the 


— 


* Love. The Deſign of this Dialogue in 
eneral was to promote a zealous Perſuir and 4 
Deſire of the Love of God in all; but in 1 
particular it ſeems to be calculated for ſuch x 
as intend for Holy Orders. And if we con- 
ſmſder rightly the pious Intent of the Author, 
uch eſpecially ought to have the Love of God 
. for their chief View, when they prepare far * 
the ſacred Function; which Love of God is b 
to be attain'd by a Gradation of religious 
"Virtues ;; all or moſt of which; are ſet down | 
in their Order throughout this Dialogue. 
Now the. Love of God is the lively Image of 
| that Love, by which God comprehends 
= Himſelf as the moſt ablolute. and ſupreme 
&# - Good, and all his Creatuzes to be Partakers 
of it. The chief Acts of this Love of Gad 
ate raiſed by aclear Apprehenſion of his Ex- 
cellency and Goodneſs; by which it is plain, 
that we can not love God till we know him; 
therefore before we can be faid to love him 
we muſt learn to know him, by going thro' 
a. Courſe of religious Duties. 
+ God. God is here the great and proper 
Object: of Love, becauſe he only can and 
. doth. mErit the, Adoration. and Love of all 


his Creatures. 
Tae >>. T happy. 


— on a 1 


Original Pilgrim. C3 
ce happy Society of a few faithful 
ce Attendants. From him thou wilt 
ce receive Inſtructions how to order 
ce thy ſelf for the attaining to that 
« Part of the Paſtoral Care. thou ſo 
© much affecteſt. The celeſtial En- 
voy having delivered her Meſſage 
diſappear'd, and Defiderius waking in 
a holy Rapture without Heſitation 
takes the Divine Hint and prepares 
for his Journey. 


He had not travell'd many Days be- 


fore he came to a Meadow adorn'd - 
with all the pleaſant Furniture of Na- 
ture. Here he propos'd to reft his 
weary Limbs ; but at the Entrance 
was accolted by a venerable old Man 
in the Habit of a Shepherd. This 
was a joyful Confirmation of the Vi- 
ſion our Traveller had lately ſeen ; 
who forgetting his Fatigue, with haſty 
Steps. approach'd, and pay'd the Re- 
ſpe& due to his hoary Head, which 
the old Man as courteoully retutn'd. 
And now concluding that the Lowe of 
God's Reſidence was nat far from 


hence, he impatiently defiresthe Shep- 


hexd to direct him thither. The good 
FER e al 
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14 Defiderius, or the 


old Man gently reprehending his For- 
wardnels, told him, That tho' the Way 
to the Love of God's Palace was not 
long, yet it was difficult ; and if he 
miſtook the right Path, he mighe 
wander in an endleſs Labyrinth of 
Deſpair. Deſiderius preſſingly repeat- 
ed his Requeſt, to which the Shep- 
herd gravely thus reply'd. Wiſdom, 
young Man, is ſeldom found but in 
hoary Heads, and Underſtanding is 
matur'd by Length of Time. The 
Judgment of thy haſty Louth muſt be 
ripen'd into Perfection by Age, and a 
Jong Succe ſſion of Experience make 
thee Wiſe. Obſerve me well, for I 
am by Heaven appointed an Emblem 
of the Holy Imployment thou doſt ſo 
much reverence ; ſee my Crook, my 
Scrip, Box and other Parts of my E- 
quipment ; theſe are ſo many fighi- 


 ficant Types of the watchful Care re- 


quir'd of thoſe, that undertake the 
great Charge of feeding the Flock of 
their Lord and Maſter, I commend: 
thy Zeal for the Love of God in an: 
Age of thriving Iniquity : And for 
thy Incouragement know, that wa 

he 


Original Pilprim, 5 
he has for a Time withdrawn from 
the publick Stage of the World, where 
he has been diſreſpectſully treated, 
yet when Men grow ſenſible of their 
Folly, he will return and appear more 
illuſtrious than ever. In the mean 
Time do thou perſiſt in thy Reſolu- 
tion, and to let thee ſee nothing ſhall 
be wanting on my Part, this Boy, 
whom I have carefully educated, and 
whoſe Name is “ Good-Will, ſhall be 
thy Guide through the neighbouring 
Deſert, and conduct thee to the Seat 
of a pious Matron named t ma 

no 


* Good Vill. This is the firſt Step te- 
wards the obtaining the Love of God; and 
indeed a very neceſſary one ; for who can be 
ſaid to have a right Thought of the Love of 
God, that doth not wifh well to his Neigh- 
bour ? This Duty of Good Vill therefore is 
very properly here made the firſt Step to the 
Love of God, becauſe it is an Argument and 
Evidence of the Sincerity of a Chriſtian's 
Heart. | | 
F Humility. Being well inſtructed in a Senfe 
of our own Unworthinel> and God's Excel- 
Jency, we are more capable of ariiving at the 


Lowe of God. For though Good Vill be 1 
2 2 | i 


* 


15 Deſiderius, or rhe 

who dwells in the Way to the Love 
of God's Palace, and without whoſe 
Inſtructions it will be impoſſible for 
thee to find the Way. 

Deſiderius was mightily pleas'd with 
his Guide, whoſe Converſation was 
fo entertaining, that it took off very 
much from the Fatigue of the Walk. 
After ſome Time ſpent in crofling a 
wide and inhoſpitable Deſert, on the 
Lord's Day, they came into a plea- 
fant Valley, ſituate between two crag- 
gy barren Hills, in the midſt of which 
ſtood Humilitys Houſe, No ſtately 
Turrets adorn'd its lowly Roof; but 


the whole Fabrick ſeem'd contriv'd 
for Conveniency more than Gran- 


deur. 


The Guide having ſhewn Deſiderius 


the Houſe, told him that was Humi- 
lity's Reſidence, and gave him theſe 


firſt Step in our Progreſs towards it, yet Hu- 
mility ought to have the prime Place, not 
only in Reſpect of its Excellency, but of its 
Uſefulneſs towaids the obtaining all the reſt; 
this. being the Foundation on which all o- 
thers muſt be built. 


neceſs 


A 
. 


4. cf 


Original Pilgrim. 17 
neceſſary Cautions. When you come 
to the Houſe you will find waiting at 
the Gate ſeveral Perſons who pretend 
to be very deſirous of Admittance, but 
are in Reality Cheats, and watch on- 
ly for an Opportunity to get in, to 
corrupt the Holy Society. Theſe not 
knowing the Word (which is given by 
none but the good old Shepherd, and 
from him to me) are always refus'd 
by the Porter. Then he gave him 
the Word, which Was * Sincerity, upon 
which they advanced to Humility's 
Houſe. 3 

When they came near, the Wall 
that inclos'd it was ſo high, (beirig 
built ſo for the Security of the Place) 
that they loſt Sight of the Houle-; 
but walking round they at laft fpy'd 
the Entrance to it, which was a low 


_ 4 


— * 8 ad 


ED. Sincerity. Sincerity is that Purity of 

Heart, which not only qualifies us to be en- 
_ tertain'd in Humility's Houſe, but fits us for 
the bleſſed Viſion of God; which none but 
the {incere or pure in Heart have a Promiſe 3 
of ſeeing. Matthew 5. 8. 30 are the pure 
in Heart, for they ſpall ſee G. 1 

10 ; OS 2 and. 
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18 Deſiderius, or the 


and narrow Door, and about it ſeve- 
ral ſeem'd to wait for Admittance. 
Among theſe there was one remarka- 
ble above the reſt, which look'd like 
a Damſel of an honeft Countenance, 
but was very Fantaſtick in her Habit. 
Deſiderius ſeeing her make to the Door, 
ſtood at a Diſtance to obſerve her. 
She knock d and call'd with great Im- 
patience; at laſt the Porter opening 
a little Wicket demanded the Word; 
inſtead of which jhe gave him her 
Name, which was * Vain glory, The 


Porter 


— 


Vain glory. Vain: glory is a great Deſire 


or Thirſt after the Praiſe of Men, and is con- 


trary to that Part of Humility, which teaches 


us not only to have a mean Opinion of our 
ſelves, but to be content that others ſhould 


have fo of us. Vain: glory being thus oppolite 
to Humility, is a great and dangerous Sin; 


for which we have our Saviour's own Words, 
- Jovi 5+ 44. , How can ye believe, that receive 


onour one of another, By which it appears 


to be ſuch a Sin, as hinders the receiving of 


Chriſt into the Heart; forſo believing there 
ſignifies; and he that believeth not, or fe- 
ceiveth not Chi iſt inte his Heatt, can not be 


"# 
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lald to have any Nate of the Love of oo 
1 b towards“ 


* 


Fear of God, we can not ferve him, Pſalm 2. 18. 
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Original Pilgrim. 19 
Porter no ſooner heard it, but bid her 
be gone: Go, ſays he, to luxurious 
Courts and wealthy Cities; there hunt 
for tawdry Pride and pompous Great» 
neſs, no ſuch unprofitable Gueſts ate 
admitted within theſe Walls. Vain- 
glory thus repuls'd, retir'd in Diſcon- 
tent, which gave Defiderius an Oppor- 
tunity of advancing ; who giving the 
Mord was immediately admitted. The 
honeſt Porter whoſe Name was the 
* Fear of God, ask'd him his Dunne ? 
— 9 


r * — * 
* * „ * 1 WY FRE s; e 
* 
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towards the obtaining of which, this Grace 
of Humility is ſo abſolutely neceſſary, as on 
the contrary Vain-glory is ſo dangerous an 
Enemy. A 

* Fear of God. That is, ſuch an awful Re- 
gard of God, as may keep us from offending 

im. This the Wile Man telts us, Proverbs 
16. 17. The Fear of the Lord is to depart um 
Evil. So: that none can be {aid truly to fear 
God, who are not thereby withheld fromiSin. 
Now this Fear arifing from the Conſiderat ion 
of God's Juſtice and Power, is an uſeful Mo- 
Nition to put us in Mind of his Excellency 
and our Meanneſs, which are the two great 
Parts of Humility: And indeed without this 


Wwe 
\ | 
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Deſiderius, or the 


To whom Deſiderius recounted the Oc- 
gaſion of his Travels, and that the old 
Shepherd had directed him there, to 
find out the Love of God. The Por- 
ter looking on his new Gueſt with a 
pleaſing Concern, and overjoy'd to 
hear him inquire ſo ſolicitouſly after 
the noble Knight the Love of God, 
(for they were near of * Kin) told 
him he had taken the right Way to 
find out him he wanted, and that | 


„ 2 © 


** 


we can not be his Saints, Pſalm 34. 9. we can 
not arrive at the Beginniug of Wiſdom; Prov. 
9. to. But to incline us the more to this Du- 
ty of fearing God, let us conſider, that all 
the Threatnings of Wrath againſt Sinners, 
which we find in the Holy Scripture, are on- 
ly to this End, to work this Fear in our 
-Hearts ; all which our Saviour preſlingly in- 
Joyns in theſe Words, Matthew. ro. 28. Fear 
him, which is able to deſtroy both Soul and Body 
uin Hell! | | 
* Kin, The Relation between the Love of 
God and the Fear of God is ſo near and ſtrict, 
that one can not ſubſiſt without the other; 
for none can fear Ged that do not love hims 
and none can love him that do not fear him, 
We love him in Regard of his e 
Goodneſs, c. and we fear him in Con 
deration. of his Power, Juſtice, &'. _ 1 
3 | | ' With» 


— 


Original Pilgrim. 21 
without the Shepherd's Direction he 
could never have arriv'd there, But 
willing to try him throughly, he ask d 
him why he was ſo eager in his Per- 
ſuit of the Love of God, and what u- i 
ſineſs he had with him? Deſiderius re- 
ply'd with a Sigh : Abfolute Neceſ- 
ſity urges me to it; for without the 
Love of God, it is impoſſible to be hap- 

py. My Requeſt therefore is to be 
admitted into his Service, that from 
him I may learn thoſe Precepts and 
Rules which alone can regulate the 
Condua of my Life. Beſides, I am 
well inform'd that his generous Boun- 

ty makes his Service the moſt advan- 
tageous and deſirable Condition in the 
World. Thou art in the Right, re- 
ply'd the Fear of God; the Love of God 

is indeed the moſt liberal Mafter thou 
canſt ſerve. He lately paſs'd by here 

in his Retreat from the World, and 
tho' he be not perſonally with us at 
preſent, yet our Governeſs rules ac 
cording to his Dictates, and to which 
all within theſe ſacred Walls pay a 
moſt exact Obedience: Wait here a 
little, for you muſt not advance a Step... 
| |  withs- * 
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22 Deſiderius, or the 


without Leave, and I will go call 4 


Virgin, who will tell you where to 


find Him. 

He ſoon return'd, and with him a 
* Virgin of a moſt agreeable Form and 
modeſt Deportment ; who with a ve- 
ry pleaſing Affability ſaluted Deſide- 
ria, and bid him welcome to Humi- 
lity's Habitation. As they were about 
to enter into the Houſe, they heard a 


mighty calling and knocking at the 


Door, and the Porter going to ſee 
who it was, ſoon return'd, and told 
the Virgin it was Vaiz-glory. Deſideri- 
ws ask'd the meaning of her Importu- 
nity, ſince ſhe had but a little before 
been refus d Admictance. To whom 
the Virgin reply'd ; ſhe is continually 
watching about the Gate in Hopes of 
taking the Advantage of our Porter's 
Neglect, but his Vigilance hath hi- 
therto prevented her. I ſee no Rea- 


ſon, ſays Deſiderius, why you ſhould 


* 


* Vngin, This Virgin is afterwards cal- 


led Diſregard, for not meddling in needleſs. 


Things. 


refuſe 


my 
6 
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Original Pilgrim. 23 
refuſe her, for her Words, Habit and 
whole Geſture, beſpeak her a modeſt 
Damſel. It's plain, my Brother, re- 
ply'd the Virgin, you do not know 
her ; for ſhe is the moſt dangerous 
Enemy we can have: Her demure 
Looks and ſeeming Modeſty, too of- 
ten betray the unwary into the great- 
eſt Miſchief. I will tell you her Fa- 
mily, and then you may judge of her. 
Her-Father is called“ Self- love, and 


nnñ — 


* Self-love. That is, an immoderate Love 
of our own worldly Intereſts and Advantages, 
which is the Root of all Injuſtice and Un- 
charitableneſs towards others. This Sin of 
Self-love was fo odious in St. Paul's Opinion, 
that he ſets it at the Head of a whole Troop 
of Sins, 2 Timothy 3. 2. as if it were ſome” 
principal Officer in the. Devil's Army ; aud 
certainly not without Reafon ; for it carries 
with it a Train of other Sins, which ſweep 
away all Care of uy to others; contrary 
to the Direction St. Paul gives, Romans 15. 2. 
which is not to pleaſe our ſelves, but every 
Man to pleaſe his Neighbour for his good to Edi- 
fication; which he backs with the Example 
of Chriſt, Verſe 3. For even Chriſt would not. 
pleaſe himſelf. y Ys 
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8 24 Defiderius, or the 
her Mother“ Self-conceir, Theſe with 
their Daughter are the moſt pernici- 


* ths 
- 


ous Enemies we have; and not on! 
our Governeſs Humility, but the noble 
Knight the Love of God himſelf have 


by ſad Experience found the miſchie- 
vous Effects of their Malice. As for 


Fain-glory ſhe is of a moſt voracious 


Nature; for before the Fear of God 
was our Porter ſhe often ſtole into 
our Garden, and robb'd us: The 
Garden is ſmall, and in it but one 
Tree which beareth the Fruit on 
which we live: This ſhe hath ſo pil- 
laged, that we have ſcarce enough 


left to ſuſtain us. Beſides, ſhe is ſo 


ſubtle a Creature, and fo chanigeable 


2 
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* Self conceit. This a Branch of Vain- 
glory, and is conſequently no diſtant Relation 
of Pride; for it makes us think highly of 
our ſelves, that we are more excellent than 
others. If we would put St. Paul's Exhorta- 
tion in Practice, Phil. 2. 3. Eſteem others het- 


ter than our ſelves, we ſhould not undervalug 
or deſpiſe rhe- Gifts and Excellencies of our 
| Neighbours; or magnify our ſelves above 


them. 
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Original Pilgrim. 25. 
in her Dreſs, that it is no eaſy Matter, 
to diſcover. her; which obliges us to 
the greater Care and Circumſpection; 
and when at any Time ſhe had got 
in, none but our Holy Matron | Har 4 
| 
| 
| 


mility could drive her out, at the 
Sight of whom ſhe ſtrairway berook, 

her ſelf to her Heels. But ever ſince, 

we entertain'd the Fear of God tor, 

our Porter, we live more ſecure andj 
quiet; for he is as auſtere as waiche 
ful; and when he ſees her lurking 
about the Houſe, he ſoon ſends, her, .... 
away, . For this Reaſon our Gate 18 
always kept cloſe ſhut. 40 a4 2 
De ſiderius by this Time 8780, aca, 1 
quainted enough with the * YVirg: | 
to ask her Name, and how ſhe ed 
Admittance. My Name, ſaid ſhe, is 
Diſregard, for I never concern my 
ſelf in needleſs Things: And as for 
my Admittance here, it Was by tlie 
Conduct of two noble Vitgins, zi 


2 en 
133161 sie 


* Virgin. See the Note on Page 2127. 
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26 D eſiderius, or the 
one named * Contempt of the World, 
the other Self-contempt, that intro- 
duc'd md to the pious Matron Humi- 
tity, who at their Intreaty, and for 
the ſake of the Love of God, in Per- 
fait of whom I came hither, hath 
ever ſince entertain'd me. Deſiderius 
was overjoyd to hear her mention 
the Love of God, and ask d her when 
he was there. To which ſhe anſwer'd ; 
Thar indeed he often -viſited them ; 
But more of late ſince he retir'd from 
L- the World. Then deſiring to know - 
> ofwhat Family the two Virgins were, 
me told him; That they were well 
defcended, their Father's Name was 
Rnowhkadge, a Man in great Eſteem 
With his Prince, and their Grand- 


2 * "4 2 
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* Contempt, &c. The Love of the World, 
$ ang, Self-love being dangerous Enemies to 
 Hinmility, we muſt diveſt our ſelves of both 
before we can approach her; we muſt, as we 
care inſtructed in the Catechiſm at our Bap- 
tilm, renounce the 1277 and Vanities of te. 
World and all the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſb ; and -- - 
then we ſhall be-qualified for the Converla-. 
| tion of Humility. — te 


father's 
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Original Pilgrim. 21 
father's Confilirat, jon, famous for” his | 
Courage and Conduct, and married 

99 a Lady, whoſe Name was Prudence. 
derins was very well pleas d witk 

chels Relations; but ftill his Mind 
was ſo taken up with the Thoughts' 
of his Journey to the Love “ Gab 
Reſidence, that he could not forbeat 
- uiring how he went attended. To 
ch ſhe reply d, that he had no 
Khir Companion than a Youth whoſe 
Name was * The Love of our Neigh- 
bour. Then asking which Way they 
took, ſhe told him, ſhe could inform 
him; but, ſaid ſhe, let us polinjgn@ 
I Will conduct you to tho e, Whole 
peculiar Buſineſs it is, and who can 
put you in à more ſure Method than 
my lelf. As they were about to go 
into the Houſe the Virgin ſpyd B. 

Jiderites 8 Guide, ard askedwho : WayP | 
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here very pro D to the Love 
God; for who pe fad co love Ga 
whom he Hark not ſeen,” tiiat Joveth bee 
1 he-ſeeth ever Dey OP 
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28 Deſiderius, or the 

His Name, ſaid he, is * Goodwill, 
and was given me for a, Guide by, 
the good old ey herd, to direct me 
hicher,” He is great Uſe indeed, 
reply-d the Virgin, provided you 


know how to keep him; and be aſ- 


ſur'd, that ſo long as he remains wich 


Wo 

* * 

+ | 
3 

8 b » ® 
4 


vou no harm will happen to, you, 


and he will conduct you in the 1575 


Way. But Deſiderius ſtill preſſing 
more immediate Directions to the 
Love of God, ſhe told him, he would 
a ſufficient Tryal of his Strength, 
and — in his Journey; for cho“, 
it was but ſeven Days. Travel thi- 
ther, yet! it was thro'-an inhoſpitable 
Deſert; and: beſet with all the Diffi- 


culties imaginable. However, ſaid 


the, if you will be zul'd, you ſhall 
want for no Advice, e, pro- 
mis d Obedience, and chus ſhe went 
on. Upon the e Verge of this Deſert 


— — — — U !. 
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WP keeping Good- will, the fiiſt. Step to Humility 


apd abe Ive of Cod, for gor gonſtant Com- 


q panion z. Wirhout. which e can arrive. at 
- Neither, 


21101 LY 41 | there | 


* = r 


Original Pilgrim. 29 
there are Eight Houſes, of which this 
of the Holy'*: Humility is the firſts 
451. £83 wt L Si z the 
9 11 | | 
SA HENAOY Bf) 1. 2k f. THE! 
* Humility, Theſe Eight Houſes are ſo 
many Stages, thro* which we muſt pals to 
the Love of God; in each of which we learn 
the Teveral Duties depending on them. As 
in that! of Humility, in Relpect of God, 'we 
tearn Submiſſion and Obedience to his Will, 
t& adore his Excellency,-and honour him ſe- 
veral Ways, in his Houſe, Poſſeſſions, Day, 
Word, Sacraments, Sc. In other Reſpects 
we learn to think meanly of our ſelves and 
well of others; not to decline any good Office, 
tho? never ſo mean, but to follow Our: Ma- 
ſter's Example in all Acts of Tenderneſs and 
Humanity. In that of Juſtice we lęarn not 
only the Negative Duties of not infuring ot 
abuſing others, but the poſitive Duties of do- 
ing Right to all. In the third we leam 
the diſctetional Part of preſerving our Inno- 
cence- by all- juſt ifiable conſcientious Means. 
In the fourth we leain the Courage of. the 
Chriſtian, Hero, who thro* der e, Petſe- 
verance, and intire Dependence '6n God, fl 
niſhes his Courſe.” In the fifth we learn em. 
perance in Feste Drinking, Sleep, Recrea» 
tion and Apparel. In that of Faith we not 3 
only believe the Eſſence and Atttibutes f 
Gi, bur 'his Word, e believing we, 
rmly'rhat.all he ſaith is perfectly true.” Ih 
thas of Hope we have a comfottable Expe- 
9 B 3 ctation f 
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20 Defiderius, or the 
the ſecond is Juſtice; the thicd Pra- 
dence ;\ the fourth Fortitude; the fifth 
Temperance; the ſixth Faith; the ſe- 
venth Hope; the eighth Charity. The 
laſt of which is the moſt conſtant Re- 
ſidence of the Love of God, tho' at o- 
ther Times he viſits the reſt. But be- 
fore you proceed to any of the ſeven, 
you muſt make fome Stay in this 
Place, that ow may underſtand the 
Inſtitutes of our Houſe, and receive 
from our Governeſs Humility ſuch In- 
ſtructions as will certainly direct you 
to the Love of God. n 3 90 Hour 
Dieſiderius was now withintheHoyſe, 

and, abſerving the Meanneſs of the 
Fabrick, 25k d why the Lowe f God 
> choſe to make his Reſidence. oftner 
here than in any of the other Houſes? 


- © 
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Kation of the goed Things God has prajmis'd, 
In that'of Charity we learn the Goſpel-Duty 
o often injoyn'd by our Saviour, the New 
Commandment, as himſelf calls it, John 13. 34. 
| That ye love one another; and which is in the 
& ſame Goſpel, c. 15, v. 12, 17, twice repeated, 
Ihe Branches of which Duty either in Re 
© Tpect of the Affections or Actions extend 7 
ens Souls, Bodies, Goods and Ch 
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Original Pilgrim, 3 

She told him, becauſe this was. firſt: 
built, and that all the reft were ſub- 
ject to it: But the greateſt Reaſon 
was, his Fondneſs and Love to our 
Governeſs was ſo great, that he con- 
deſcended to be called her Son. This 
Converſation raiſing Defiderias's Teal 
the higher, he importun'd the Virgin 
to introduce him to the Governeſs, 
which ſhe readily agreed to, and lead 
him thro' ſeveral Apartments, which 
.could not boaſt of ſplendid Furniture 
or luxurious Wealth, but humble 
Neatneſs and cleanly Poverty, ap- 
peared in every Room. Coming to 


the Oratory ſhe told him he muſt pre- 


pare himſelf by Prayer for the Inter- 
| © ew 


n FEST TIES ET CNET ry TP EY * 
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prayer. This is Part of the great Duty 
of Worſhip, which we owe to God, and 
wherein we acknowledge his Godhead. . 
ſides which we own our Dependance on him, 


by ſupplicating his Divine Majeſty in all our 


Wants and Diftreſſes for Help and Redreſs; 
and without the Performance of this D | 
-we can expect no Bleſſing. This being t 

of fo great Importance, in all our Undet- 
takings, eſpecially/ in; thoſe relating to dh 
097 B. 4. Souls, 
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32 Deſiderius, or the 
view he ſo much deſired. After which 
ſhe conducted him to the Apartment 
of Humility, who without Affectation 
of State fat in a plain Chair, with a 
Book of Devotion in her Hand. Her 
Aſpect was reverend and ſerene, and 
a Meekneſs preſided in her Looks, 
Which render'd her Preſence more in- 
Viting than awful, Seeing her Daugh- 
ter introduce a Stranger ſhe roſe from 
her Chair, and with an ingaging 
Courteſy ſaluted him, and deſiring 
him to fit; ſhe thus accofted him. 
What Motive, my Son, hath induc'd 
97 89 2 . . | 0 ; 3". 
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Souls, we are to addiels our ſelves to God 
zin Pyayer, which is a ſpeaking to God, Se- 
condly, by Petition, which is begging of 
God... whaiſoever_we want, either for our 
Souls or Bodies, Thirdly, by Interceſſion, 
hat is praying for others. And laſtly, by 
"Thankſgiving, that is, the praiſing and 
bleſſing God for all his Mercies, whether 
td our own Perſons and thoſe that immedi- 
zately relate to us, or to the Church and Na- 
tion of which we are Members; or yet 
more general to all Mankind. Thus by the 


| .zaining the Graces, and Mercies we aſt für, 
E 1/P3Ovided we aſk in Faith and Sincerity. : 
| 11700 | = you 1 


Duty of Prayer, we are made capable of ob- - 


«is. 


Original Pilgrim. 33 
you to viſit this ſolitary Habitation of 
Poverty and Neglect. Defiderius re- 
phy d, it's holy} Gain, moft reverend 
Matron, that invites me hither; for 

being inform d that the Love of God 

can not be found without your pious 
Iaſtructions, I come with Deſire to 
live under your Government in a 
moſt reſign'd Obedience, till I am ca- 
pable by your Directions of finding 
him. I approve your Reſolution, ſaid. 
Humility ; but conſider well what ou 
undertake, leaſt our penurious Con- 
dition rowze up carnal Reluctance, 
and you defire to returni:to worldly 
Pomp and Plenty. Your Innocence, 
cries Deſiderius, is more inviting than 
your Poverty is deterring; and both 
ſhew;that your religious Fortitude: 
is 'inſuperable: You date Neceſſſty 
with its hungry Attendants, Which 
mortal Courage can not face. E is 
an Exerciſe, fays Humility, -- which 


muſt qualify us for the immotral End, 
at which we aim. Poverty is indeed“ ĩ⁶ĩ⁶ 
our upbraided Crime by thoſe chat 
believe not future Rewards; but they! 
that do are aſſured there was a Time, 
2 . when 


— 
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34 Defiderius, or the 
When the great Controller of Fate 
condeſcended to become Man; that 
he liv'd in a vile and low Condition, 
and ſubmitted to the meaneſt Offices. 
of humane Nature; which: certainly 
he, who had the ſpacious Univerſe at 
his Command, wauld fot have cho 
ſen, if Poverty were Vice. I am in- 
tirely convinced, rephy d Deſideriut, 
and beg your Prayers and Aſſiſtance, 
that I may perſevere in this and other 
religious Duties. You have them. 
both, ſays the; courteous Humility; 
and fines you deſire: to make ſome 
Stay with us, I recommend you to 
EF the Damſel that introduc'd you: It 
| ts her Buſineſs to take Care of Stran- 
gers, that they be inſtructed in the 
Methods and Cuſtoms of the Bamily, 
and if you ſubmit ti qun Diſcipline, 
you will be the better able to perſe- 
vere in all other religious Duties. 
Deſiderius told her he was alb Obedi - 
enge, and that nothing ſhould make 
him diſoblige her. Then addtaſſing: 
himſelf to her i mare particulars 
Manner, he deſi d her ag give bim 
an Account of her —— | 
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and the State of the godly San 
ovet which ſhe preſided, that hetnig 
be able to give a ſatisfactory Anſwer 
to any Q Werz might be 'ask'd him, 
when he ſhould leave the Place: Hu 
mility readilycomply” d, and thus begart. 
My Name is Humility, my Father's. 
5 bf, e the Son of Self Knut 
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* Self- contempt, &c. By this Genealogy ot 
Humility we ſee the ſeveral Steps or Degrees, 
by which we muft arrive at it. The firft s 
Self-contempt, which Virtue we can nqt be 
ſaid to practiſe, till we perfectly know our. 
own Meannels ; the Thought of which no- 
thing more advanceth than the Knowledge of 
© God, eſpecially when we conſider his Excel 
lence and our Unworthineſs and Imperfectionn 
The Birth- place of Humility's n aug 
ſuggeſts' to us further Thoughts of our o 
Meannels, to ftir up in us Self contempt, in 
Order to make us Humble. The Confiderart 
tion of what we were ſhews we were nothip | 
till the Almighty Creator from a ſenſſels 
Nothing reduced us to a Being. The Thoiight.| | 
of wat we are tells at once, that We are poor? i 
Duſt: and A ſnes. The Thought of -wbat: ve 
Hall he, that we can not be ha happy, but by, the, 
Grace and Aſſiſtance of that Power-that c- 


ated us, and which is never wanting: to Ae 
that deſire it. 
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Jedge by his Wife the Knowledge of Ged.: 
M. . Aiother was born in a City 
cafl'a The Conſt Fderation of what 1 Was, 
what I am, and whit 1 ſhall be: My 
Grandmother i in another City, call'd, 
The, Confederation af the Love of Ged, 
1 he firft. of theſe Cities was built by 
the great Architect of the World, 
and is the moſt elegant and commo- 
dious Structure in it. How, ſaid De- 
 federius ! Is it conſiſtent with the 5 
vine Majeſty to condeſcend ſo low 
to meddle with the dirty Materials of | 
the Earth? It's plain reply'd Humility, 
from the Beauty of the whole Build- 
ing, that it was the Contrivance of 
the Divine Mind, and inimitable by 
any mortal Hand. Nor need it ap- 
pear ſo wonderful, that the Majeſty 
of Heaven ſhould condeſcend to buſy 
- himſelf in building a Place of Secu- 
rity - for that Part of the Creation, 
Man, whom he form'd out of the 
moſt dirty Part of it. This later he 
refin'd with the Breath of Life, and 
che City he built he hath bleſſed with 
his previdential Care. The only Mo- 
; tive to theſe T hings was his Ge, 
1 ood- 
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Original Pilgrim 97 
Goodneſs, which is always imployed 
to our Advantage; in Return far 
which we are oblig'd to pay eternal 
Honour and Praiſe. And to advance 
our grateful Acknowledgment of theſe 
Bleflings, and ſhew the Mightineſs of 
his Power, he hach out of the vileſt 
Materials, Earth and Clay, raiſed the 
moſt glorious. Structures; that from 
the Elegance of his Work, compar'd 
with the Meanneſs of the Matter, he, 
might the more ingage our Love and 
Gratitude. So graciqus a Lord and 
good a Benefactor, cried Deſiderius, 
can not be ſufficiently admir'd. But 
is there no danger of Affectation or 
Vain-glory in this Tribute of Honour. 
and Praiſe ? He that made all Things, | 
reply'd Humility, can fear nothing; 
and as he is Perfection it ſelf, the 
Honour we pay is not a. Vanity in 
him, but his Property, and of Right 
belongs to him: And how great ſo- 
ever the Honour we pay him may be, 
yet if we conſider it as dur Duty, 
and at the ſame Time reflect on his 
Omnipotence and immenſe Good- 
neſs, we muſt own. we come ſhort. 


* 


38 Defiderius, or rhe 
in our Acknowledgment. Befides, 
he will be honour'd of us, not out of 
Vain-glory, but Juſtice ; willing that 
every one ſhould have his due; and 
that Honour, Praiſe and Glory, being 
his Property, as the only Gpod, he 
expects them from us; which in any 
other would be Vain- glory; and in 
detracting from, and uſurping that, 
which is the Property and Right of 
the great God of Heaven and Earth, 
he Would be guilty of the greateſt 
Arrogance and Preſumption -  '/ 

Here Humility ſtop'd, to give De- 
 faderis art Opportunity to animadvert 
on what- ſhe had ſaid ; and had he 
been us intent as he -ought on theſe 
ſacred! Lectures deliver d by her; that 
Rebellto Reaſon, Ambition, had not 
invaded his chaſt Soul; for being. 
more affected with the vain Though 
of Government than Obedience, he 
thus beoke Silence. Since you have: 
doeen pleas d, Haly Mother, to give 
me a complete Account of your Self 
and Fanny, I beg the Favoùr of you” 
to acquaint me with the Rules of your: 
Houle, that when it ſhalFſo fall cut, 
Lc | x 
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be 
my ſelf; for:the/Pleature of governs 


qualified for a Government 


ing muft needs excel that of obeying; 
At theſe Words a Flood of Tears 


trickled down Humility's Cheeks; and 


Deſiderizs demanding the Cauſe of hon 
ſudden Grief; ſhe anſwer d; It'siyon 
that foroe theſe Tears ſrom my Eyes; 
for under an external Shew of Humi- 
lity lurk baſe Hypocriſy and Deſign; 
and notwithſtanding your ſeeming 


Piety. and Devotjon, you are far from 


both; In vain- have you convert'd! 
withime,fince you entertain Thoughis 
and Deſires adverſt. to God and his: 
beloved Jeſus, who in the: whole 
Courſe of his Life here on Earth ne- 


ver affected Dominion; but; inſteadi 
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of being ſerved, Aubmitted to thevile; | 


Condition of a Sdrwant How-calas:. 
mitous is the Cafe of:rhofe than aftedt- 


the Government of others} all 
ſame Time are not Maſters 4 
ſelves! Wretched at the 
State of Goverhmetrit 5 bhjng_ 
ſtantly attended with Cate, ANNE 
and Fatigue; and, 4finordaly mae? 
niftred,' exchanged for Stern Tgho+! 
Nu * * 
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|. | never ſought or deſir'd it. 


| 40 Desiderius, or the 

miny and Diſgrace: Nay after the 
moſt; exact Deportment of Gover- 
nours, what Rewards do they meet 
with for all their Care and Sollici- 
tude, but Murmuring, Diſcontent 
and Hatred.? This you will ſee veri- 
ſied in Fact, if u tatry atnongſt us; 
and When you come to be ſenſible by 
what Methods I obtain d the Preſt- 
dence of this Place, you will not be 

fond of Government. When firſt 
I came hither, I purpoſed to liſt my 
ſelf in tho Condition of the meaneſt 
Servant and Attendant of the Family, 
and begg d the Aſſiſtance of the di- 
vine Grace to ftrengthen me in this 
holy ' Reſolution... Heaven heard my 
Prayers ;: and I may ſay, I was ſtrictly, 


join'd in a fpiricual Matrimony: with 
this holy Virtue, which hath always 


continued to \me'a conſtant, faithful. 
Spouſe and Comfort, by which means 
J arrived to this Promotion, with 
which you ſee me inveſted, tho' I 


By this Time  Defiderims - ee o 
recover his Miſtake, | and addreſſing 


+ Nite to Humility with: a moſt pra- 


found 


- 9 
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found Reſpe& and Penitence, begg'd 
her to forgive thoſe unchaſt Deſires 
of Rule, which he inadvertently had 
expreſs d. I have often, continu'd he, 
turn'd my Eyes inward upon my felf, 
ſearch'd the moſt ſecret Receſſes of 
my Mind, and driven the vain 
'Thoughts of worldly Folly. from 
thence; but to my Shame and Sorrow 
I find they invade the unguarded Soul, 
Pray Heaven forgive me this raſh Er- 
ror, and guard me from thoſe black 
Incroachments of wild and lawleſs 
Ambition; © nr. ie ent 
Humility ſeeing Deſiderius thus affli- 
Red with an ingaging Tenderneſs 
reply'd: Kind Heaven, my Son, who 
knows our weak and imperfect Na- 
ture is atton'd by Penitence and Prayer. 
But have à Care of Ambition, it is 
the Mind's Immodeſty and an unrea- 
ſonable Exceſs of Hope. Curb its 
early Growth, or it will ſoon prove 
too mighty for thee; for if it once 
gets Poſſeſſion of thy Soul, it will 
prove an inſatiable Dropſy, whole 
flaming Thirſt will increaſe the mote 
thou drinkeft te quench it. I thank 
N you, 


1 
— 
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" 12 Deſiderius, or the 
you, holy Mother, reply d De/iderias, 
for your kind Reproof,, and comfor- 
table Caution; you have rowz'd my 
Soul from a ſinful Lethargy, which 
would have been fatal. I ſtand cor- 
rected, for I plainly ſee, the only Way 
to be great, is firſt! to be good; and 
that Humility is the true Founda- 
tion of Superiority, - You. are in the 
Right, ſaid Humility ; and yet with- Wh D 
out a ſtri& Guard, Pride will infinu- It fi 
ate it ſelf, and Humility will prove p 
fi 

C 

C 


but its Mask. For he that humbleth 
himſelf wich Deſign to be exalted, is 

the proudeſt of Mgreals: Aud he, that 
humbleth himſelf with the greateſt 
Sincericy, can nat exalt himſelf, but 
mutſt be exalted of others. Pride and! 
true: Humility. are really inconſiſtent, 
and at continnal: Variance. . For tho' ' 
the proud Man to gain bis End puts 
on the Shape of Humility, yet his rer 
al Deſign and Purpoſe is Pride; and 
when he has gain'd this, the Mask of 
Humility is caſt off, and Pride ap- 
pears with her gawdy Train, of. Vice. 
And as Humility and Pride are incon- 
liſtent! ſo; the Humiliation, Which 
e the 
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Original Pilgrim. 43 
the proud Man aſſumes, is not really 
ſuch in it ſelf; for it is the Spirit of 
Humility, which conſummates the 
FAR, and perfects the Intent of the 
humble Man, in debaſing himſelf, to 
render him more acceptable to his 
Maſter, the grand Exemplar of Hu- 
. liry ſtop d to gl 
re n Humility ſtop to give 
Dee Syrer to digeſt her 
ſacred Admonition, hs all the while 
paid a deep Attention, and in joyful 
be ee of further Inſtruction „de: 
ſir d her to proceed. Humility accor- 
ding to her uſual Courteſy rr 
comply:d, and thus went o. 
My dear Spouſe, whom I N 
mention'd, (for ſo I muſt always cal 
that holy Virtue. Reſolution) hath al- 
ways been, and is ftill. very fervice- 
able in defending me from certain 
powerful and dangerous Neighbours. 
Here De/iderius-interrupted her baftily, 
and ſaid; my Guide, the "wy fg 
Diſregard, told me upon my firft | 
GH here of Seven gqod 10 
uud Her Bufineſs uk yd Rane 
— oa. Side her Leiſure to tell 
20 you 


44 Deſiderius, or the 


you all; and therefore ſhe introduced 
you to me to inftru&: you in the reſt. 
You muſt know then, that tho“ we 
are bleſs'd with the Converſatioß of 
thoſe ſeven good Neighbours, yet 
from the other Side of the Defert we 
are often infeſted with others of a: dif- 
| ferent Nature and Complexion." The 
firſt of theſe Families is that of“ Pride, 
the Mother of it; Who hath two 
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Pride. The Greatneſs of this Sin ap- 
pears from the Puniſhment of thoſe that were 
firſt guilty ök it, no Jeſs than the Loſs of 
Heaven, to the Devil and his Angels. And 
as it was the fiiſt and greateſt Sin, ſo is it the 
moſt 'prolifick and dangerpbs; for it draws 
us to other Sins; wherein it ſhews itſelf in- 
deed to be the direct: conttary to Humility; 
or as that is the Root of all Virtue, fo is 
his of all Vice. The proud Man ſers. him- 
ſelf up as his own God, end will ſub 49 
nothing but what, he dictates to himſeſt. 
The ungodly, ſays the Plalmiſt, is Jo proud, 
That be careth not for God; Pl. 10. 4. Whence 
it is plain, Pride makes him deſpiſe God 
and when a Man is once come ro that, be is 
Prepared for the Commiſſion, of all Sigs. ff. 
for thoſe Sins which' more imme ately anc 
naturally flow from Bridel-ſee the Series b 
them in the Text, and the Notes un hb. 
54307 Dep we 
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Deputies, one called the“ Luſt of the 
Fleſh, the other the Luſt of the Eye; 
both Daughters of the lewd and infa- 
mous Creature calld f Negligence ; 


who is ſometimes ſo weak and eeble 


through Lazineſs, that we ean eaſily 
keep her at a diſtance; but at other 
Times, when ſhe has been indulg'd 
and well kept, we are * hard put to 
it co reſiſt her. But the more imme- 
diate Attendants on Pride are f Malice, 


Pe — —— | — 
of W * Luft, &. Theſe two Sins, the Luſt. of 
1d be Fleb and the Luſt of the Eye, ſeem rather 
he to be Antecedents and Aſtants, than Deſcen- 
vs a dans fram. jt... 01. 
n-. Negligente. Or Sloth may very properly 
3 be called the Parent of Luſt; for it renders 
is us moſt liable to Temptation of any Vice 
N. whatever, the Devil havipg more Power 
ig over ;the lazy than ee, to the 


It, ed, Adage: The Devi] tempti every Man but 
, de Tie, and he tempts the Devil. 
- Hard, &. The danger of Indulgence.” 
+ Malice. It is that which deſires to work 
his Neighbour ' Mifchief, tho' he gets No- 
thing by it; which is a helliſh Humour, and 
directly anſwerable to that of the Devil, 
who beftows all his Paips to ruin others, tho 


2a id bo 71 36165 3&8 0 4 þ 
he gets nothing by it himlelf, 
2 f n i210 | 
Anger 
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46 Deſiderius, or the 
* Anger, f Spiritual Sloth, and“ Grad- 
ging ; which are generally accompa- 

| | | nied 


* Anger, Nothing more plain *than that 
this is an immediate Deſcendant from Pride, 
which the wile Man, Prov. 21. 14. deſcribes 
as the Effect of it, calling it proud Wrath ; 
which proud Wrath is generally the'Ori inal 
of Strifs and Contention, Prov. 30. 10. Which 
are indeed the moſt natural Effects of Pride; 
for he that thinks highly of himſelf, expects 
much Obſervance from others, and therefore 
will rage and quarrel when.ever he thinks ir 
„„ ((( 
| 1 Spiritual 5 It is a wretched Wearf- 
nefs and Indifpofition to Prayer and other 
religious Duties ; and ſeems to proceed more 
from Pride than 0 Origin; for the 
proud Man can not ſuoper's to pay a Duty 
to him whom he deſpiſeth, eſpecially whilft 
Ye carer} wo! (n God. But ter ſuch confider, 
that in this flothful Neglect they waft Time, 
that precious Talent, whi ch Was coinmitted 
to them by God to improve; and 1e will 
too ſoon kW] What was the Doom of the 
unprofitable Servant, Mattb. 25. 30. Caſt him 
into utter Darkneſs, e 
Crudging. This I take to he the ſame 
With Envy ; and if ſo,” it admits of being ta- 
Ren in two ſeveral Seyſes. Firſt, "Envy or 
Grudging is a Repihitig ar Sorte At 
Proſperigy of another. Secondly, It is a De- 
24: 8 traction 
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Original Pilgrint 47 
nied by * Evil-ſuſpicion, and Raſh-judg-' 
ment, Theſe are our implacable Ene- 
mies, and watch all Opportunities of 
moleſting and betraying us: And not- 
withſtanding the Height of our Walls, 
and the Strength of the Place, they 
often creep in, and lurk about the 
Houſe and Garden. But with the 
help of my Spouſe Reſolution, we 
drive them out. It hath frequently 
happened, before the Fear of God was 
our Porter, that when we have been 


— — CC 
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Deere 


2 tract ion from the Excellencies of others; as 
7 when we indeavour to ecliple the extradidi- 
6 nary Gifts or Indowments of others, but eſ-" ' 
e pecially Grace; which I take to be the true 
\ Meaning of the Author here. 
1 Evil. ſuſpicion. This and Raſb- judgment 
t, Nate not properly link'd together. For When 
e, Ve once become ſo cenſorious as to think. 
4 {WEvil of any one, we are not long in pronoun- 
1t eing Judgment, and generally as ill and raſbly * 
je grounded as our oughts: This is veiy 
m contrary to that great Duty of Charity, 
. which, as the Apoſtle ſays, 1 Cor. 13. 5. 
16 thinketh no Evil, is not apt to entertain ill, 
a: Thoughts of others, but Verſe 7. believeth © alt 
7 Things, hopeth all Things; that is, for the 
WONDER: ooh. bas Tein BAYS 
e- Ee IVE} ! | buſy 
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49 Deſiderius, or the 


buſy in driving out theſe Invaders, 
that wicked Wretch Vain. glory hath 
thro' Neglect ſlipd in, and plunder'd 
the Garden, leaving us in a famiſhing 
Condition. But how, cry'd Deſide- 
rius, do the ſe Enemies get Admittance, 
ſince the Porter ſo diligently attends 
his Charge? They are, reply'd ſhe, 
of a very volatile Nature; for having 
Wings they fly over our Walls, eſpe- 
cially in dark Nights, and ſurprize us; 
ſo that we are forc'd to keep conſtant 
Watch. But why, ſays Deſiderius, 
ſhoutd theſe be ſo troubleſome: Neigh- 
bours to this Family, which conſiſts 
of Peace: and Innocence, and is of- 
fenſive to no Body? It is not, reply'd 
Humility, for our own ſakes that they 
thus infeft us, but for the ſake of the 
Love of God, who will not allow them 
to inhabit in any Place where he re- 
ſides: And indéed it is impoſſible he 
and they ſhould ever live together; 
for his End is the Security and Well- 
being of all that have the Honour to 
ſerve him; but the whole End and 
Purpoſe of theſe wicked Neighbours 
are Miſchief and Deſtruction: For 

i | : having 
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having ſecur'd a firm Intereſt in the 
World, they are come to ſettle here 
in Hopes to ſubdue us: Tho' alas! 
If they ſhould ſucceed, it would but 
add to their Guilt; for the vaſt Pow- 
er they have already obtained in the 
World they know not how to ule, but 
like giddy Phaetons would involve all 
Things in their own Ruin. But, 
Thanks to the divine Protection, we 


God reſides, or is profeſs'd, thoſe Har- 
, pyes are not able to maintain their 
a Ground, 

s WW Defiderizs was fo charm'd with the 
— Confidence and Dependance Humility 
d had on the Love of God, that he could 
y 

2 

n 


not forbear intreating her to diſcover 
by what Means ſhe drove away thoſe 
ill Neighbours? I muſt confeſs, re- 
- ply'd Humility, it is neceſſary you 
e ſhould know; but I fear your unre- 


them. Whatever I may appear, ſaid 
Deſiderius, believe me, I am wholly 
devoted to your pious Will and Judg- 
ment, and deſire nothing ſo much as 
to enter into the Love of God's Service. 


are ſecure ; for wherever the Love of 


fin'd Nature is not yet ſuſceptible of 


2 C Tell 


50 Deſiderius, or the 
Tell me therefore, I beſeech you, 
how you expel theſe Neighbours that 
are his Enemies, that wherever I meet 
them I may be arm'd againſt them, 
Since you are ſo religiouſly impor- 
tunace, laid ſhe, I will no longer con- 
ceal from you the Secrets of my Cons 
duct, but inſtruc you in thoſe Exer- 
cies, which muſt qualify you for his 
Service, which 1s the only Good. 
Upon my firſt coming here, that 
holy Virtue Refolution, which I have 
betfore-mention'd, whilſt I deſpis'd the 
World, made me Miſtreſs of it; and 


by frequent Faſtings and Caſtigations, 
of my: ſelf, and a conſtant ſpontane- 
ous ne I Jo advanced in 
ſpiritual Strength, that having ſub- 
du'd my ſelf, I made an eaſy Con- 


— 


* Humiliation. This is not only a deep 

„ unſeigned Sorrow for the Danger we have 
brought upon our [elves by Sin, but a Senſe 
and Abhorrence of our Baleneſs and Ingra- 
titude in offending a good and gracious God, 
and making ſuch unworthy and unking Re- 


turns for thole rich and tender MexGies of 
his, | 


queſt 


* 


Original Pilgrim” 3 
queſt of the grand Enemy of Mans 
kind, and was conſtituted Governeſs 
of this Place. The Family ſeeing I 
had no other End in all g 5 
Exerciſes, than the Serve the 
Love of God, joyfully acknowledg'd 
me their Miſtreſs, and became 9 — 8 
ent to me. And thus with the Help 
of my holy Spouſe I govern this Place 
in Security and Peace. 

Deſiderius now was more ſenſible of 
his Miſtake in his former Conduct, 
and in a very abject Manner threw, 
himſelf at Humility's Feet, and begg'd 
Pardon for his Faults: For, continu'd 
he, I never till this bleſſed Oppor- 
tunity was ſenſible of my natural 
Weakneſs; my raſh miſguided Zeal 
has hurried me into many Errors, and 
wichout your Aſſiſtance I ſhall never 
be able to extricate my ſelf. Be pleas'd 
therefore, holy Mother, to explain 
theſe divine Lectures, by ſome exter- 
nal Signatures and Examples, or my 
natural Hebetude will be incapable of 
your pious Inſtructions, | 

Humility wich an indearing pity 


rais d him, and finding chis Modeſty 
i265: C 2 3 
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52 Deſiderius, or the 


in Deſiderius to be the happy Effect of 
his Converſation with her, promis'd 
to make her Inſtructions plain and 
ealy to him, and then proceeded. 
Before I was diſlinguiſh'd here by the 
Title of Superior, I was well ac- 
quainted with the Character and Con- 
dition of our dangerous Neighbours, 
but better ſince; by which Iam at all 
Times ready to defend my Self and 
Charge againſt them, It happen'd 
one Night, that the Luſt of the Fleſh, 
one of Pride's Deputies, by the Help 
of her Wings got over the Wall, and 
mixing with the reſt of the Family, 
thought to conceal her ſelf; but ſhe 
was ſoon diſcover'd by her Bulkineſs 
to be none of us. Hearing a Noiſe, 
and the Occaſion of it, and not da- 
ring to confide in my own Strength, 
I calld my Domeſticks about me, 
and, imploring the divine Grace, to 
aſſiſt me, I took my holy Spouſe with 
me. Demanding the Cauſe of her 
Intruſion, ſhe told me ſhe was be- 
nighted in her Way Home, and put 
in here for Refreſhment, I told her 


ſhe was more out of her Way here 
than 
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Original Pilgrim. 533 
than before; for her Friend Indulgence 
never inhabited here. But ſaid I, 
fince you are here, and require Re- 
freſhment, you ſhall, if you pleaſe, 
partake of the ſame Fare we eat; 
but you muſt expect no Dainties. 
She with a ſeeming Thankfulneſs ac- 
cepted our Repaſt, but ſoon ſhewed 
her Diſlike of it by eating very ſpa- 
ringly. You ſee our Way of Living, 
ſaid I co her; and if you have a Mind 
to continue amongſt us, you muſt 
ſquare your Life according to our 
Rules. For tho' I am Governeſs here, 
yet I injoin nothing to any of the 
Family, which I will not readily do 
my ſelf, I am in Effect their Servant, 
and always contriving their good, by 
my own Example ſhewing them their 
Duty. But if at any Time find In- 
temperance Creep in amongſt us, I im- 
mediately call for the Rules of the: 
Houſe, which are faicly written in a 
Book given us by the Love of God, 
and deſign'd to curb all Irregularities 
in us. They are excellent Lectures 
on Sobriety and Temperance, and 
worthy your Attention. Then cal- 
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in Deſiderius to be the happy Effect of 
his Converſation with her, promis'd 
to make her Inſtructions plain and 
eaſy to him, and then proceeded, 
Before I was diſtinguiſh'd here by the 
Title of Superior, I was well ac- 
quainted with the CharaQer and Con- 
dition of our dangerous Neighbours, 
but better ſince; by which Iam at all 
Times ready to defend my Self and 
Charge againſt them. It happen'd 
one Night, that the Luft of the Fleſh, 
one of Prides Deputies, by the Help 
of her Wings got over the Wall, and 
mixing with the reſt of the Family, 
thought to conceal her ſelf; but ſhe 
was ſoon diſcover'd by her Bulkineſs 
to be none of us. Hearing a Noiſe, 
and the Occaſion of it, and not da- 
ring to confide in my own Strength, 
I calld my Domeſticks about me, 
and, imploring the divine Grace, to 
afliſt me, I rook my holy Spouſe with 
me. Demanding the Cauſe of her 
Intruſion, ſhe told me ſhe was be- 
nighted in her Way Home, and put 
in here for Refreſhment, I told her 
ſhe was more out of her Way _ 
than 
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than before; for her Friend Indulgence 
never inhabited here. But ſaid I, 
ſince you are here, and require Re- 
freſhment, you ſhall, if you pleaſe, 
partake of the ſame Fare we eat; 
but you muſt expect no Dainties. 
She with a ſeeming Thankfulneſs ac- 
cepted our Repaſt, but ſoon ſhewed 
her Diſlike of it by eating very ſpa- 
ringly. You ſee our Way of Living, 
ſaid I co her; and if you have a Mind 
to continue amongſt us, you muſt 
ſquare your Life according to our 
Rules. For tho' I am Governeſs here, 
yet I injoin nothing to any of the 
Family, which I will not readily do 
my ſelf, I am in Effect their Servant, 
and always contriving their good, by 
my own Example ſhewing them their 
Duty. But if at any Time find In- 
temperance Creep in amongſt us, I im- 
mediately call for the Rules of the: 
Houſe, which are fairly written in a 
Book given us by the Love of God, 
and deſign'd to curb all Irregularities 
in us. They are excellent Lectures 
on Sobriety and Temperance, and 
worthy your Attention. Then cal- 
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54 Deſiderius, or the 
ling for the Book, the Luſt of the Fleſh 
taking the Advantage of the Meſſen- 
ger's opening the Door, took Wing 
and fled away. 

Upon this Deſderius begg'd a Sight 
of the Book, but Humility told him 
he might read that at his Leiſure, 
In the mean Time, continu'd ſhe, I 
will Inſtru& you in that Part of it, 
which relates to the Government of 
our Table, We are injoyn'd by the 
Love of God to eat in common; and 
in particular my ſelf am oblig'd to 
be content with what 1s ſet before us; 
and tho' I am diſtinguiſh'd from the 
teſt with the Note of Preſidence, I 
feed more ſparingly than the reſt, 
and with Fear and Reverence eating 
of What is ſet before me, I always 
leave ſomething in the Diſh, to ſhew 
my G:atirnde for what I have receiv'd, 
lcaft by eating all I ſhould not ſeem 
content. And the better to inforce 
this great and neceſſary Virtue of 
Reſtraint and Temperance on the reſt, 
I chooſe the left Portion of Food, 
and that which is worſt prepar'd. ; 
This Dc&rine of Reſtraint is ſo _ | 

— | 
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ble to the Laßt of the Flſh, that ſhe 
can not bear the Practice, no, not fo 
much as the Hearing of it. And by 
theſe Means we get rid of her. But 
beſides this Advantage of our tempe- 
rate Way of Living, there 15 another 
great Benefit, that accrues to us by 
it; for it is a great Check to unlaw- 
ful Thoughts and Deſires, which by 
a luxurious Way of Living aſſault the 
Mind; the Indulgence of the Body 
being too often the great Stimulator 
of the Soul to vile Practices, and ta- 
king off our Thoughts from the Con- 
templation of the divine Goodneſs. 
But by our ſtrict and abſtemious Re- 
gimen of Life, we are always at Lei- 
ſure to meditare on, and transfer our 
Thoughts to the bleſſed Jeſus, in the 
indearing Circumſtances of his moſt 
holy Life and Suffering for us: And 
being the leſs incumbred with uneaſy 
Cares and ſolicitous Vexations in pro- 
viding for this Life, we have the more 
Time to provide ſot and reflect on 
the State of the next; to ruminate on 
the Joys of Heaven, and dread the 
Torments of Hell; to deprecate God's 
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Juſtice at the great Tribunal, and to 
prepare our ſelves for a good Account 
at the laſt Day. 

Thus we defend our ſelves againſt 
one of Pride's Deputies, the Luſt of 
the Fleſh; but we can not be ſaid to 
be ſecure, till we have ſubdu'd her 
Partner the Luft of the Eye; which of 
the two is the moſt dangerous Enemy; 
for ſhe furniſhes the Luſt of the Fleſh 
with all Occaſions and Opportuni- 
ties of Miſchief, In this Conteſt I 
find my Spouſe of vaſt Uſe and Bene- 
fit; for without a holy Reſolution to 
reſiſt all external Allurements, we 
ſhould be inſenſibly drawn into in- 
conceivable Danger. The firſt Time 
therefore that I ſaw this Luſt of the ME 
Eye here, having been well inform'd 
of her miſchievous Nature, I told her 
plainly, ſhe muſt not expe& to take 
up her Abode amongſt us: For, ſaid 
I, I am here but a Servant, and it is 
the Duty of Servants not to deſire Su- 
perfluities, or Things which they have 
not ; but to be content with common 
Neceſſaries, and not curious even in 
the Choice of them, but as 

| U 
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ful for them, how mean ſoever they 
be. To this Condition of Life I joy- 
fully ſubmit for the ſake of the Love 
of God, of whoſe Service I ſhould be 
unworthy, if I did not obey his holy 
Dictates. To aſſiſt me therefore in 
the Performance of my Duty, and the 
ſubduing this Luſt of the Eye, he hath 
carefully inſtructed me in that moſt 
uſeful and charming Virtue * Modeſty, 


— 


* Modeſty, It is indeed the Guardian of 
the Mind, makes us not only abſtain from, 
all manner of Uncleannel\s, but from the Oc. 
caſion of it. It ſets a Guard upon cur Eyes, 
according to that of our Saviour, Matthew: 
5. 28. He that looketh upon a Woman to luſt 
after her, hath committed Adultery with Her al- 
ready in his Heart; and upon our Hand, as 
appears by what Chriſt adds in Verſe 30. If 
thy Hand offend thee cut it of: So allo upon: 
our Tongues, that they ſpeak no immodeſt- 
Words, Les no corrupt Communication proceed: 
out of your Mouth, Ephel. 4. 29, Nay upon 
our very Thoughts and Fancies; we muſt not: 
entertain any unchaſt Thoughts or Imagina- 
tions, And by thus checking the Beginnings. 
of Temptation, and caſting away the very. 
firſt Thoughts of the Luſt of the Eye with 
Indignation, we are ſecure from wicked Acts. 


1 which. 
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which is a Check to all unchaſt and 
inordinate Deſires, and forbids me ſo 
much as to look upon that, which it 
is not lawful for me to deſire. When- 
ſoever therefore I ſee any Thing tem- 
pting to the Eye, tho' elevated with 
the greateft' Luſtre and Appearance 
of external Beauty, I ſtraightway re- 
collect the Excellency of the Love of 
God, who hath ſo often inculcated 
and earneſtly preſs'd to me the Ami- 
ableneſs of the bleſſed Jeſus, who is 
the Centre of my Love and End of all 
my Wiſhes: And thus withdrawing 
my Eyes from all worldly Splendour, 
and fixing them on Him, Iam guarded 


againſt Temptation. By this Guard 


of Modeſty, and the Strength of my 
holy Spouſe Reſelution, 1 gain an in- 
tire Victory over theſe two Deputies 
of Pride, the Luft of the Fleſh, and the 
Luſt of the Eye. 

But their Principal Pride is the moſt 
dangerous Enemy we have to incoun- 
ter; who is watchful to infnare us, 


even in the beſt of our Actions: And 


being attended with variety of Fol-. 
towers, the was at firſt very apt to im- 
poſe 
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poſe on us; eſpecially with the Help 
of a certain Damſel call'd * Evil emu- 
lation, who conſtantly came with her, 
and under the Habit of the ſtricteſt 
Virtue had betray'd our Novices into 
great Inconveniencies, if I had not 
ſtept in to their Relief, Seeing Pride 
very buſy one Day in our Family, 
and knowing her Deſign, I told her 
very plainly ſhe muſt expect no other 
Treatment than that of a Servant a- 
mongſt us; to which Condition we 
all chearfully ſubmitted 5; but if ſhe 
expected any Honour or Note of Di- 
ſtinction, ſhe would meet with the 
utmoſt Contempt. Once the addreſs'd 
her ſelf to me under Pretence of 
Complaint; You would pity me, cry'& 


* Fvil-emulation. The Word Emulation ac- 


cording to Cicero is uſed in a double Senſe, 


In bonam ac malam Partem accipitur. Tho' in 
a Chriſtian Senſe it will hardly admit of the 
Epithet Good, if Quintilian be right, who. 
lays, Amulatio laude excitatur: Emulation is 
ſtirr'd up by Praiſe: Which Chriſtians are 
” N be fond of, nor indeed any Man merely 

oral, | | 
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AS 


© Go Deſiderius, or the 
ſhe, if you knew how ill I am treated 
by thoſe to whom Lam not inferiour 
in Age or Wiſdom, That is your 
Fault, reply'd I; for if you had be- 
hav'd your ſelf as became a Servant, 
ou would have made a good Ule of 
all Indignity, and thought the worſt 
that could have befallen you but your 
due. Learn to know your Diſtance ; 
and be aſſur'd, that the Chaſtiſements 
of Superiours are intended for Good, 
ſo long as the Maſter maintains his 
Character ; but if he once allows an 
unbecoming Familiarity with his Ser- 
vants, he will not long continue a 
Superiour ; and that Familiarity will 
not be imputed to Humility, Love or 
Affability, but to Weakneſs and Ina- 
bility to govern; from whence will 
accrue not only Contempt to himlelf, 
but great Detriment to his Servants, 
who know not how to make a right 
© Uſe of their Liberty. This I know by 
Experience in my ſelf; for ſhould I 
indulge my Affections, which ought 
to be Servants to my Reaſon, I ſhould, 
ſoon be inſlav'd by worldly Pleaſures. 
"But my heavenly Maſter chides and. 
OW | corrects .. 
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corrects me, that I may not be ex- 
pos'd to that Danger and Ignominy, 


Original Pilgrim, 61 


to which my Will would hurry me; | 


and out of his great Love to my Soul 
inſtructs me to keep my Body in Sub- 
jection, and treat it as a Servant. 
Tho' Pride ſaw me thus prepar'd 
and arm'd againſt all her cunning In- 
ſinuations, yet ſhe was reſolv'd to at- 
tempt me in another Diſguiſe; and 
putting on the Habit of her Attendant 


Grudging, ſhe perſu'd her Complaint 


under Pretence of Partiality and In- 
juſtice, being ſuperſeded in Command 
by thoſe that in all Reſpects were her 


Inferiours, whilſt ſhe was ſubjected to = 


the moſt {laviſh Condition. But, con- 


tinu'd ſhe, they that deſerve beſt are 


worſt treated. Finding her begin to 
grow clamorous, I thought it high, 
Time to ſilence her, which I did thus, 
When I retir'd from the World to this: 


Society, it was with an Intent to 
obey, not to govern, I reſignd my. + 


ſelf intirely to Obedience, and ftill 


perſue it, for the ſake of him, who 


* 


" 


much expect an Account of my De- 
* E : port» 


all'd me hither, and who will not ſo 
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portment in governing, as in obeying 
thoſe divine Precepts he hath given 
me to obſerve ; and whether I have 
paid that juſt Deference and Reſpect 
to my Superiours, which he has in- 
join'd, This is my Buſineſs, and I re- 
ſolve to do my Duty in the Station 
my heavenly Maſter has plac'd me, 
and indeavour that all under my Care 
do the ſame. And this I know for 
my Incouragement, that the happy 
State, in which this Family is, is a 
certain Token of Salvation; that is, 
a State of Submiſſion, Humility and 
Obedience, and from which none can 
fall, but they that ambitioully aſpire 
to Greatneſs. Hence it 1s that we 
have no Cauſe of Complaint, but ra- 
ther of Thankſgiving and Praiſe to 
our great and merciful God, who hath 
withdrawn us from thoſe dangerous 
Temptations of Honour and Gran- 
deur, with which the World blinds the 
Eyes of poor Mortals, that fo eagerly 
perſue their own Ruin, Of this St. 
Auguſtine was ſo ſenſible, that he look d 
upon his Promotion and Preemi- 


nence above others, as a Mark of 
5 God's. 
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God's Diſpleaſure: And, ſays Humi- 
lity to Deſiderius, you will be of this 
Opinion when you conſider to what 
Temptations a proſperous and exalted 
Condition of Life is apt to betray -. 
Mankind, more than that of Humi- - 
lity and Receſs. And therefore as 
Pride, who deſires nothing ſo much 
as Dominion, is more prone to, and 
capable of doing us Miſchief than all 
other Enemies, we are more watch- 
ful to guard againſt her. And that 
you may be provided againſt the ſly 
Inſinuations of her and her two Aﬀi- 
ſtants, let me give you theſe few In- 
ſtructions. | | 7 
Whenever you find the Laſt of the 
Fleſh complaining for Want of due 
Nouriſhment, or being ill ſerv'd, tell 
her, that they, which have more than 
they deſerve, have no Reaſon to com- 
plain ; and thatthe moſt humble and 
religious think themſelves woah 
of the left Comforts ſhe enjoys. Wit 
what Confidence then can ſhe expect 
or deſire better, who being flothful, 
icreligious and ingrateful, deſerves * 
not Bread and Water? The ſame At- 
bs gument 
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gument will ſerve againſt the Lf » 
the Zye; who, though ſhe injoys all 
Things, deſerves Nothing. Her De- 
ſigns are as unſatisfied as the Sea, and 
oppoſite to that ſpiritual Poverty the 
holy Jeſus hath injoin'd. 

But when Pride her ſelf ſhall attack 
you, reproach her thus. What is it 
thou would'ſt have, inſatiate Wretch, 
more than thou already doſt injoy ? 
Has not the Almighty permitted thee 
to accumulate all the Honours the 
World can afford, and yet wouldſt 
thou incloſe us, who have renounc'd 
the World, within thy unchaſt Im- 
braces? Wouldſt thou climb to Hea- 
ven, from whence thy Father LZuci- 
fer fell? Be aſſur'd thou wilt ſhare his 
Puniſhment, and be plung'd into the 
Abyſs of Darkneſs with him. Thou 
aſpireſt to the Greatneſs, but not the 
Goodneſs ofthe Almighty;and wouldſt 

be equal to him in Power. But in- 
vert thy Eyes, and thou wilt be forc'd 
to acknowledge, that thou injoyeſt 
more than thou deſerveſt. Be content 


with what thou haſt; and know, has, 
tho”. 
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tho' thy Deſign in coming here is to 
do us Miſchief, yet God in his inft- 
nite Goodneſs thereby gives thee an 
Opportunity to repent, and be one 
of us. 

This is the Method you muſt uſe in 
ſubduing theſe three vicious Neigh- 
bours; and when you are perfect in 
it, you will eafily Conquer Negligence, 
the Mother of them, who is no leſs 
troubleſome than the others, 'and 
too often infeſts our Family with her 
Company. Sometimes ſhe creeps in 


when we are at Work; but as ſoon + 9 


as I ſpy her, I tell her we have no 
Room for ſuch as indulge themſelves 
in Idleneſs and Eaſe, which are de- 
clared Enemies to Diligence and In- 
duſtry: That whoever enters here, 
muſt come as a Servant, and chear- 
fully perform their Portion of Work 
whether by Night or Day ; that by 
Labours, Watching and Faſting they 
may be kept under, leaſt they grow 


inſolent and kick..againft their Ma- 
ſter. And when. 1. perceive any to 


grow lazy and dull, I make uſe of 
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a certain Spur, call'd * Far, to rowze 
them to their Duty. This the Love 
of God gave me, not only to exerciſe 
on my Charge, but on my ſelf too; 
and, I thank him, i: anſwers the End. 
I ask'd her one Day, whether ſhe 
thought the Kingdom of Heaven was 
to be purchas'd by eating, drinking, 
and a diſſolute Way of Living? She 
ſaid, ſhe could not affirm it. Why 
then, ſaid I, do you not become one 
of us, who in Imitation, as far as we 
are able, of our bleiſed Lord Jeſus, 
indeavour to enter into his Glory by 
Sufferings? For it we, that are Mem- 


* Fear. This is of great Uſe to Servants 
that have any Senſe of their Duty. For 
Fear of offending will ſometimes make a 
Servant diligent, or at leaſt Fear of Puniſh- 
ment. Surely then this Spur of Fear will 
anſwer much more with the Servants of God, 
when they conſider, that, by Neglect of their 
Duty, they not only offend a merciiul and 
gracious Lord and Maſter; but a Lord and 
Maſter that hath Power to puniſh, not only 
here with Sickneſs, Pain and all temporal 


Afflictions, but in Hell with everlaſting 
Torments. 


bers 
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bers of him, ſhould deviate from the 
Example of him our Head, we are 
never like to be united with him. 
Our Way therefore to his Kingdom 
muſt be thro' Afflictions, Labours and 
Contempt of the World; otherwiſe, 
inſtead of being Sharers of the Glory 
of his Reſurrection, we ſhall be cut 
off as rotten Members, and plung'd 
in everlaſting Miſery. The Life of 
the Holy Jeſus, which 1s cur Pattern, 
was one continued Series of Suffer- 
ing; for aſter the moſt contemptu- 
ous Treatment from thoſe he came to 
redeem, he was ſcourg'd, ſpit on, 
and tho' without Sin, like a Thief 
executed in the moſt infamous Man- 
ner, All this we muſt undergo, if he 
demands it, or we muſt never expect 
to reign with him, the King'of Glory 
and Prince of Peace, 

Sometimes this lazy Wretch will 
creep into our Oratory, and there by 
complaining of the Fatigue of our 
holy Exerciſes indeavour to corrupt 
and diſcourage our Family: But I 
ſoon rowze her, telling her that true 
Religion is ſenſible of no Wearinels ; 

and 
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and if ſhe conſider'd the Greatneſs of 
the Reward for Sufferings here, ſhe 
would think all the Se erities of Life 
too eaſy, and in humble Gratitude 
cry out with the holy Pſalmiſt, bat 
Reward ſhall I give unto the Lord, for 
all the Benefits he bath beſtowed on me? 
What would I not ſuffer for the ſake 
of my deareſt Lord and Saviour, who 
to ranſome loſt Mankind from Sin, 
fubmitted to the vileſt Condition of 
humane Life, and at laſt to Death? 
Out of his immenſe Love to me he 
chearfully underwentthe painful State 
of Nature in its greateſt Inconveni- 
encies, not for an Hour, a Day or a 
Night, but three and thirty Years. 
Three Hours he hung on the Croſs 
in Torment inexpreſſible, and inſup- 
portable by any but himſelf. But 
nothing can more advance the Great= 
neſs of this Benefit than the mighty 
Diſparity berween him and us. He a 
heavenly King; we poor miſerable 
Slaves: He an innocent Lamb wich- 
out Spot; we guilty Sinners, defiled 
with all Impurity. And ſhall we think 
it hard to ſuffer a ſnort Time for hum : 
nere 


* 
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here on Earth, who deſcended from 
his Throne of Majeſty in Heaven to 
complete our Salvation by ſuffering 
for us? Be gone lazy Creature, and 
approach this ſacred Threſhold no 
more, till thou haſt put on a better 
Mind. | 

After this manner I deal with her, 
and ſhe being not able to bear theſe 
holy Admonitions leaves us, with no 
ſmall Diſcontent, that ſhe is not ca- 
pable of doing us further Miſchief, 
But that, which moft effectually 
drives her from hence, is my earneſt 
preſſing the neceſſary Duty of ſuffer- 
ing for the Lord with a Readineſs of 
Mind and fpiritual Joy; for we are 
taught, that They are curſed, who do the 
Mork of the Lord negligently. Not that 
God requires forc'd and extorted Sa- 
crifice and Service from us, but ſuch _ 
as proceeds from a cheartul free Will, 
and ſincere Heart. | 

But tho' I thus defeat and get rid 
of this wicked Creature, yet are we 
not out of Danger; for ſhe hath moſt 
pernicious Relations, who often aſ- 

{fault us, and we are hard put to it to 

defend 
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defend our ſelves againſt them. The 
chief of theſe is Malice, a Monſter in- 
deed, that delights in doing Miſchief 
for Miſchief's ſake, and acquires no 
Advantage thereby to her ſelf. She 
is conſtantly attended by her Daugh- 
ter Anger, who is of a moſt boiſter- 
ous and impetuous Spirit, That you 
may be able to guard your ſelf againſt 
her, I will inſtruct you in my Way 
of managing her. Theſe, as I coll 
you before, have Wings, and eaſily 
fly over the Wall; but when they get 
in, the Alarm 1s given, and I am cal- 
led to the Aſſiſtance of my Family. 
The firſt Argument I uſe to Malice is 
Charity, which I thus preſs to her. 
Receive that heavenly Grace into thy 
Boſome, that kind Softner of the 
Proud, and Comfort of the Meek: It 
will appeaſe thoſe tumultuous Storms, 
that vex thy Soul; will melt thee into 
Love towards thoſe thou perſecuteſt 
with Hatred, and regulate all inordi- 
nate Paſſions. Let Charity preſide in 
thy Breaſt, and thou wilt find it à 
Bleſſing ſubject to no Decay: For 


when conſtant Faith ſhall be __ 
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ed with a happy Certainty, and holy 
Hype, be crown'd with eternal Joy, 
triumphant Charity, the greateſt of 
the Three, ſhall ſurvive, preſerve her 
Nature and Office, and ſtand before 
the Hoft of Heaven diſtributing Bleſ- 
ſings, when Time ſhall be no more. 
But alas! This Argument was un- 
ſavoury to her Palate, and too ſub- 
lime for her groſs Apprehenſion: 
Therefore I accoſted her very bluntly, 
and told her, that if ſhe expected any 


Reception amongſt us, ſhe muſt ſub=- 


mit to the Condition of a Servant, 
and look for no more than what ſhe 
ſhould deſerve; nay, that the worſt 
ſhe could ſuffer was not ſo bad, as 
what ſhe merited: That the Chaſtiſe- 
ments of a Maſter were for the good 
of the Servant, and that the Severities- 
of his Brow were but the Prognoſticks 
of a future favourable Aſpect. Re- 
gard me in the Poſt I am, and thou 
wilt find, tho I am Governels here, 


I am the greateſt Slave; for their 
Well-being is my greateſt Care, and 
my Thoughtsare conſtantly imployed 


for their Good, I watch when they. * 
i Sleep, 
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ſleep, and when they wake excite 
them to their Duty: And tho' they 
ſometimes reproach me with Severity, 
J perſiſt in my Reſolution to take 
Care of them, and forget all Oblo. 
quies. They can not afflict me more 
than I do my ſelf, when they charge 
me with affecting Superiority. I ex- 
erciſe them with Duties neceflary to 
preſerve them from Temptation ; and 
when they fail, I examine my ſelf 
with the ſtricteſt Scrutiny, whether 
my Remiſsneſs hath not been the 
Cauſe of their Neglect. But for any 
Contempt that can be caſt upon me, 
I efteem it as a Mercy ; for it makes 
me look into my ſelf, and try whe- 
ther I have not deſerv'd it. Thou 
may'ſt, wretched Malice, cry'd I, 
charge me with unkind Reflections 
on thee and thy Attendants; but 
alas! I have no perſonal Pique a- 
gainſt any of you; your Immorali- 
ties are the Object of my Invectives. 
Do you expect, that I, who profeſs 
my ſelf the Servant of God, can con- 
ſent to cohabit with you, who are 
Servants of the Devil? What Rela- 
. tion 
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tion is there between Virtue and Vice, 
Sin and Innocence? Were you of our 
Family, I ſhould be oblig'd to love 
you ; but as you are Enemies to us, I 
am obliged to proſecute you with a 
ſpiritual Hatred, in Hopes of reclaim- 
ing you. 

For this Cauſe I am continually 
peſter'd with theſe malicious Crea- 
cures ; but there is another of them as 
dangerous, as any of the reſt; and 
that is Envy, a grumbling, pouting, 
diſcontented, ſullen Inſect, always re- 
pining at her own Condition, tho? 
never ſo happy, and grudging what 
others injoy. She came one Day 
whining and complaining of. great 
Injuſtice done her, who, ſhe thought, 
deſery'd as well as the beſt! I was 
forc'd to take her up ſhort, and told her 
ſhe wanted Content and Charity 
both which would inſtruct her, that 
ſhe ought to rejoyce at the Proſperity 
of her Neighbours, and pray to God 
that their exalted Condition might 


not be a Snare to them: But if ſhe f 


would make a right Uſe of the Mer- 
cies and Comforts 11 her ſelf injoy'd, 
. a 
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ſhe ovght humbly to thank Heaven 
for them, and pray for their Continu- 
ance, which nothing would ſooner 
forfeit than the envying her Neigh- 
bour's Felicity. But, continu'd J, if 
thou would'ſt aim at ſolid Good, look 
up to the Holy Jeſus, make him the 
Object of thy Thoughts and Love, 
and conſider him as the only Trea- 
ſure worthy thy Deſire. Let others 
hunt 'the World under the various 
Proſpects it affords; Chriſt is the on- 
| ly Good, With him there is no Di- 
ſtinction between the Rich and the 
Poor ; the Ugly and the Beautiful ; 
but all are equally amiable and ac- 
ceptable to him, who approach him 
with true Humility, We envy not 
_ thoſe great ones, who wallow in 
Plenty, and outſhine us in external 
Splendour; for how mean ſoever we 
may appear to the World, we are in- 
dued with a ſpiritual Magnanimity, Wl 
that ſets us above the Deſire of tem- 
poral Goods, and teaches us, that the 
ove of God is preferable to all fa- 
Ding, tranſitory Joys. If therefore”. 
chou would'ſt be truly great practiſe" 
39.5 Humilitys © 
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how to conquer thy ſelf, and then 
thou wilt eaſily learn how to ſubdue 
all other Enemies ; till which Time 
thou art the greateſt Enemy to thy 


ſelf. 
Whilſt I was thus arguing with 


Envy, I ſpy'd behind her a Siſter of 
the ſame Name, but for Diſtinction 
was call'd, the Envy of ſpiritual Gifts 


in others. They are very much. alike, . 


and differ only in this ; that whereas 
the Elder was always repining at the 
temporal Bleſſings others injoy d, this 
grudg'd the Diſtribution of ſpiritual 
Gifts and Indowments, ſo conſpicu- 
ous in our Family. She ſeeing I had 
done talking with her elder Siſter, 


advanc'd towards me with a pert Af 


ſurance, and demanded, whether any 


of our Society outſhin'd her in Adts 


of Goodneſs; and why ſhe, Who was 
remarkable for Piety and Virtue, could 


not have free Admittance at all Times 
amongſt us? Your Aſſurance, an- 


ſwer'd I, very gravely, is falſly ground- 
u. Pray let us reaſon the Caſe fairly 
andiwithout Heat. Do you think we 
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affect theſe religious Reſtraints and 
corporal Aufterities for the ſake of 
Applauſe, or that we eſteem ourſelves 
better than others? Or that the 
World, out of an Opinion of our 
Sanctity, ſhould more readily admi- 


niſter to us a greater-ſhare of tem- 


poral Goods? You wrong us vaſtly, 
if you think ſo; for we have no o- 
ther End in ſerving and pleaſing God, 


than that he may beglorified inall our } : 


Actions: And it is the Subject of my 
daily Prayers that he would ennume- 
rate his ſpiritual Gifts to this holySocie- 
ty, that we may advance in our Praiſes 
and Thankſgivings, and meet our bleſ- 


Ted Redeemer with that ardent Love, 


which may make our Duty our De- 
light, our Obedience our Choice, 
and incline our Hearts to his holy Will 
and Pleaſure. Our Deſires are cir- 
cumſcrib'd within the Bounds of Pro- 
vidence, and we pray that his Will; 
not ours may be done. But if it pleaſe 
him co inlarge his Graces to us, we 
imploy them according to his Dire> 
Rion ; our only aim being to live to 


him, who died for us. If at any Time: 
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I ſee a larger Diſtribution of God's 
ſpiritual Benefits to others than I in- 
joy, I conclude my ſelf unworthy of 
them, and that in his allwiſe Provi- 
dence he hath transferr'd them to 
thoſe, who would better improve 'em, 
and inſtead of envying them, as thou 
doſt thoſe that injoy them, I bleſs his 
holy Name for his wiſe Diſpenſation, 
and indeavour by a due Examination 
of my own Want of Merit to deſerve 
them. 

Thus I manage thoſe unruly Crea- 
tures, and if they perſiſt, I ſtop their 
outragious Clamours, by urging my 
intire Reſignation to the Will of my 
bleſſed Jeſus, and reſolve to be con- 
tent with his holy Diſpenſations. _ 

Deſiderius thinking himſelf ſuffi» 
ciently arm'd againſt all Enemies, de- 
ſir d Humility to diſpatch him away to 
the Lowe of Ged ; but ſhe with her 
uſual Tenderneſs reprov'd him, and 
told him he had not all his Inſtru- 
ctions: For, continu'd ſhe, you have 


more Enemies yet to incounter, par- 
cular] ' ſpiritual Sloth, another Rela- 
din of Malice. She is indeed the 
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78 Deſiderius, or the 
worft of the whole Family, and a 
great Hindrance to our ſpiritual Good, 
when ſhe gets in amongft us. She 
will ſeem as forward as any in the 
beginning of our religious Exerciſes, 
but ſoon grows cool and nauſeates 
them. And when I ſtir her up to 
Watchfulneſs, Attention and divine 
Contemplation, ſhe thus upbraids me. 
How can you be ſo cruel to your ſelf 
and others, to extort a Duty from 
them beyond the Ability of Nature ? 
Are you not almoſt frozen with the 
Severity off the Seaſon, and your very 
Senſes benumm'd with Cold? Why 
then do you offer this Violence to your 
felves, which, inſtead of being ac- 
ceptable to God, does but provoke 
and tempt him 2 You know, it 15 a 
voluntary and chearful Sacrifice that 
he requires, and that extorted Ser- 
vices are no ways pleafing to him. 
Knowing her Temper well, I am 
not unprovided of an Anſwer, and 
thus reply. Be gone, flothful Wretch, 
and think not to ſeduce us by thy la- 
zy Example. God requires no more 
of us, than We are able to perform F A 
; and 


Original Pilgrim. 
and if at any Time he wichdraws his 
Grace from us, it is but to try our na- 
tural Strength ; which, tho' it may 
ſometimes fail, yet if we perſue our 
Duty with true Sincerity of Mind, he 
reduplicates his conſolatory Grace to 
aſſiſt us in the Performance of it. In 
vain thou blameſt us for the Auſteri- 
ties we impoſe on Nacure : Can we 
too dearly purchaſe the Bleſſing of 
God's more immediate Preſence in 
our holy Oratory? What Severities 
do you of the World decline in the 
Perſuit of Wealth and Honour? And 
ſhould not we ſubmit to a few humane 
Inconveniencies, for injoying the Pre- 
fence of the Divine Majeſty? Tho” 
we labour under Cold and Abſtinence, 
yet know, idle Creature, there is a 
holy and cha{t Fire, call'd the Love 
of God, which warms and. cheriſhes 
us beyond all earthly Comforts ; to 
which whilſt we approach with Re- 
verence and Ardency, we feel the 


th * * * 


bleſſed Effects of it infinitely ſuperi- 


our to all worldly Felicity. But if we 
.recede from it, we are frigid indeed, 
and the further we retire from it, the 


- more 
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more comfortleſs we are. This you 
may lock upon as perſonal Intereſt 
and Concern; but herein you are a- 
gain miſtaken ; for our Prayers, Con- 
templations, and other ſpiritual Ex- 
erciſes tend not ſo much to the De- 
fire of our preſent Benefit and Eaſe, as 
to the Love of the divine Mind, We 
are {ſenſible of the great Debt we owe 
to his Goodneſs, and all we can offer 
is ſhort of his due, His Mercies are 
our daily Comfort, and ſince to him 
we owe the preſent Injoyments, and 
Proſpect of a happy Futurity, we can 
not expreſs our Gratitude for them, 
but in the moſt ardent Perſuit of his 
Love, which to the Sincere is charm» 
ing and ingaging in the greateſt Af- 
flictions of Nature. | 
Spiritual-ſloth finding her ſelf not 
able to oppoſe theſe Reaſons, and 
that all her Arguments were too weak 
to ſeduce me from my Duty, indea- 


vour'd all ſhe could to create a Miſ- 


underſtanding between me and m 


Family; to accompliſh which ſhe calls 
in to her aid the miſchievous Twin- 

ſiſters Evil-ſuſpicion and Ri = 
þ | who 
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Original Pilgrim. 81 
who made it their Buſineſs to raiſe a 
Diſcord amongſt us, and by foment- 
ing Jealouſies and raſh Cenſures, to- 
provoke and tempt us to Murmuring, 
Diſcontent, and vile Detraction. But 
by the help of my faithful Spouſe Re- 
ſolution, T am always furniſh'd with an 
Anſwer to their malicious Suggeſti- 
ons. You ſpread your Nets in vain, 
ſaid I, to betray any of us into a ſin- 
ful Imitation: For we allow not Ser- 
vants to cenſure their Governeſs, or 
any of her. holy Companions. As for 
my own Part, I am ſorrowfully ſen- 
ſible when inordinate Affections or 
Paſſions aſſault my better Judgment, 
and humbly thank the divine Mercy 
which protects me from the Ruin they 
intend. For which Reaſon I am al- 
ways upon the Watch, and diligently 
ſearch: and examine my Conſcience, 
leaft they make any Settlement there. 
As to what reſpects my Charge, I am 
careful to take the ſafeſt Method, and 
to think the beſt of them, making this 
my Rule, Charity thinketh. no il; and 
whilſt I have no Cauſe to complain of 
them, it is but juſt I ſhould think well 
8 D 3 ob - 
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of them: And herein I have the Ad- 


vantage of theſe malicious Siſters; 
that whereas they raſhly condemn 
their Neighbours, I entertain chari- 
table Thoughts of them, till I have 
Reaſon to the contrary. - Thus the 
go upon incertain Jealouſies, whilft I 
proceed on wary Tendernels ; in their 
Way they may do Wrong to others; 
but in mine I am ſure to do Injuſtice 
to none; | 

The Argument hitherto relates on- 
ly co indifferent Perſons; but when 
we come to ſpeak of thoſe of Diſtin- 
ction, the Caſe alters. People in a 
private Capacity may (but with Cau- 
tion and Tenderneſs) inſpeR into and 
diſcant on the Miſcarriages of Equals; 
but when they debate on the Conduct 
of Superiours, it ought to be done 
with Fear and Reverence: And if 
they be fuch as are by God inveſted 
wi h Supremacy over us, we muſt con- 


ſider, that he hath given them their 


Commiſſion to govern, and his Law 


being their Rule, if they, tranſgreſs 
it, they are accountable to none but | 
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Nor are Superiours to be haſty and 
rigid in their Sentiments of Subordi- 
nates, leaſt by ungrounded Suſpicion. 
they ſometimes put the innocent Per- 
ſon upon committing what he never 
intended, or perhaps never heard of 
before. This hath been the Caſe of 
ſome Women, whoſe Virtue was ne- 
ver tairited, till the groundleſs Jealou- 
ſy of cheir Husbands betray d them to 
what they once abhorr'd ; which in- 
deed verifies that of Seneca, Suſpicion 
bas caus d many to offend. We ought 
with the moſt tender regard to con- 
fider, whether the ill Actions of others, 
proceed from an evil Mind, or from 
a good Intention; whether from Un- 
adviſedneſs and Ignorance, or from 
humane Frailty and ſome natural De- 
fect? In all theſe there is no Ground 
for a raſh Cenſure or uncharitable: 
Determination; but, inſtead of that, 
to bewail, and for the Lowe of God to 
commiſerate the Failings of our 

Neighbour s. 8 
But beſides, ſuppoſing their Actions 
to be openly and e evil, 
we ace to conſider, that theſe Things. 
15 are; 
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are permitted by the ſecret Will of 
God, by whoſe Providence all Things 
are diſpos'd and directed beyond our 
Apprehenſion. Therefore as God on 
His Part never ceaſes to prompt and 
incline us to good Works, ſo we are 
to conſider, that he ſometimes ſuffers 
Evil to be committed, which may in 
the End conduce to the Benefit of the 
fallen Perſon, or of thoſe that behold 
his Failings. Be tender therefore in 
thy Cenſure of others; for know, 
that he, who takes upon him to judge 
others, uſurps the Property and Right 
of God; Conſider the Fate of him, 
who attempted to be like God ; and 
that he, who judges others is in great 
Danger of being himſelf condemn'd, 
It is the Duty of Servants to mind 
their Maſter's Buſineſs; and- not- to 
entertain ill Thoughts of their Equals, 
much leſs of their Superiours. They 
are to pity the Lapſes of others, and 
aſſiſt them in their Recovery; and if 
they ſee any of their Fellows outſhing 
them in Goodneſs, let them indea- 
vour by a holy Emulation to equal or 
excel them: Which if they can * 
O5 
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do, inſtead of watching others, let 
them have a ſtrict Regard to their 
own Actions, and perſevere in their 
Duty without Murmuring and Diſcon- 
tent, patiently waiting God's Time to 
advance them in Acts of Grace. 
Deſiderius was all Rapture at Humi- 
litys Relation of theſe holy Exerciſes, 
and, with infinite Satisfaction addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to her, ſaid; I am con- 
vinc'd, holy Mother, of what I have 
formerly heard, but now experienc'd; 
that you are the Epitome of all hea- 
venly Virtues, and the Center of 
all ſpiritual and temporal Conſolation, 
And ſince you have hitherto been ſo 
free and ready to Anſwer. my De- 
mands, I beg the Favour of you to 
ſolve one Doubt more. How do you. 
know theſe ill Neighbours from your 
own Family, ſince both go habited 
alike ?: E441 74 14.60 ITS. 
Your Queſtion, reply'd Humility, 
is of Moment; and it highly concerns 
you to knowhow to diſtinguiſh them. 
As to their Perſons they differ ex- 
tremely; for tho! they wear the ſame. 
Habit with. my holy Sifters. and: 
RR Daugh- 


r 
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4 Daughters, yet they differ in Shape 
and Complexion. Our Family are. 
ſtraight, fair, and of a pleaſant AC 
pect; theſe are crooked, ill-favour'd, 
and of a ſower Countenance. But 
that we might not miſtake them at 
Night, the divine Goodneſs hath fur- 
niſh'd me with a Lamp, which you 
ſee hanging in the midſt of my Cham- 
ber, by which we can eaſily diſcover 
them. This Lamp you muſt know is 
called by the Name of Good Conſcience, 
and burns Night and Day ; the Wick 
of it is call'd the Holy Scripture, and is 
ſupply'd with the Oil of Mercy. The 
Cord with which it is ty'd is call'd 
the Cuſtody of the Heart, faſtned to a 
Nail call'd the Cuſtody of the Senſes. SO 
long as this Lamp burns we are ſecure 
from our Enemies; but when for our 
Tranſgreſſions it is extinguiſh'd, we 
are expos'd to all the furious Attempts 
of our Enemies. Wherefore we hum- 
bly beſeech the divine Goodneſs not 
to withdraw the Oil of be Mercy from 


us, leaſt being left in this Darkneſs . - 


we be ex pos d not only to our Ene- 
mies, 


—_— ** 


mies, but to our ſelves, ſometimes the 
worſt of Foes. 

Deſiderias thank'd her for this Dif- 
covery; and Humility the better to ſe- 
cure him againſt theſe Enemies ad- 
ded theſe favourable Hints: That you 
may be compleatly arm'd againſt all 
Dangers, you may expect from theſe 
wicked Neighbours, take theſe my 
faithful Friends and Companions to 
your Afiſtance : Severity of Life will 
ſecure you againft the Luſt of the Fleſh, 
and Fortitude will defend you from the 
Luft of the Eye: Humility will protect 
you from Pride; A&ive Diligence will 
drive away Negligence; Goodneſs will 
ſubdue Malice; and if you continue 
in this holy Converſation, the Grace 
of God will compleat your Security 
and Happineſs. 

Humility having inſtructed Defide- 
rius in the Care of himſelf thus cles'd 
her Admonition: By theſe Methods, 
with the Grace of God, and the Help 
of my Spouſe Reſolution, I ſubdue my 
Enemies, nor will you find any Means 
beſide them of Uſe in Conflict with 
thoſe ill Neighbours. There remains 

nothing 
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nothing more for me to do, but to 
recommend you to the reft of my Fa- 
mily, whom it will be worth your 
while to viſit, for you will receive 
ſomething from each of them, which 
may be worthy your remembring. 
Then calling for the Virgin Diſregard, 
who had been his Guide to her, the 
order'd her to conduct him thro” all 
the Apartments. 

Die ſiderim having taken his leave of 
Humility with great Reſpe& and 
Thankfulneſs, follow'd his Guide, 
who without Delay led him to the 
Apartment of the Virgin * Confeſſion ; 
who received him very courteouſly, 
and deſir'd him to fit ; Defiderizs with- 
out any further Compliment or De- 
lay requeſted: to know her Name and 


— 8 
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+ * Confeſſion. That is, The acknowledging 
our Sins to God. This is the firſt Part of 
Prayer, which. muſt be ſeconded by a. hearty 
.bewailing our Sins; and when we. have ſo 
done, we do, as it were, lay open our wound- 
ed Conſciences, that being thus ſearch'd: and 
examin'd, they may. be the more ready for 
the Cure of A ſolut ion. | 
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Condition. My Name, ſaid ſhe, is J 
Confeſſion, I am eldeſt Daughter to 
Humility, and Diſciple of my excel- 
lent Friend your Guide, with whoſe 
Converſation T am mightily delight- 
ed, for I freely unboſome my ſelf to 
her, * acknowledging and confefling, 
my whole Life and Condition to her 
without Reſerve. Deſiderius was very 
much taken with the Frankneſs of 
this Virgin's Carriage and Virtues, 
which had not the leſt Mixture of Af- 
fectation or Vain-glory; and with 
which he was ſo throughly ſatisfied, 
that he made but'a very ſhort Stay 
with her. 

From hence his Guide conducted 
him to another of Humility's Daugh- 
ters, who receiv'd him with great Ci- 


. 
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* Acknowledging, &c. This is indeed a 
better Explanation of the Character of the 
Virgin Diſregard, than what we have hi- 
therto met; for none can be ſaid to'be more 
proper for the receiving the Confeſſion of a 

enitent, than ſuch a Perſon, as has no Re- 
gard to any Thing but what is abſolutel: 
neceſſary, as is that of Conteſlion, E 
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4 
= 
29 


90 Deſiderius, or the 


vility; which incourag'd him to ask 
her Name and Condition. The Vir- 
gin with a Smile turning to him ſaid; 
It's plain you are a <tranger to both, 
otherwiſe you would not be very. de- 
ſirous of knowing either; but that J 
may not be wanting in good Man- 
ners or Religion to you, who come 
for Inſtruction, you muſt know, I 
am ſecond Daughter to Humility, and 
my Name is Defire of Contempt, be- 
ing fond of Slight and ill Treatment, 
which I bear contentedly for the ſake 
of the Lowe of God. This is a Tem- 
per vaſtly different from you of the 
World, who deſire nothing ſo much 
as Honour and Reſpect: But with me 
it is quite otherwiſe. Deſiderias Was 
ama d at this Virgin's happy Tem- 
per; but when he conſider d for whoſe 
ſake it was, his Wonder ceas d. Then 
taking a reſpectful Leave of her, he 
follow'd his Guide to another Apart- 
ment, which was that of Humility's 
third Daughter. 

Here he was civilly receiv'd as be- 
fore, and requeſting the ſame of her, 
as he had done of the reſt, ſhe thus. 
| began. 
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began. My Name is Foy in Contempt; 
for | always rejoyce at the Contempt 


and Diſreſpect the World ſhews me, 
for the ſake of the Love of God. The 


Virtue of this Virgin was more ſur- 


prizing to Deſiderias than any thing he 
had yet met, upon which he thus ad- 
dreſs'd himſelf to her, I beſeech you, 
holy Siſter, inſtruct me how to attain 
to this Virtue, of which I have hither- 
to no Notion; for tho' I have been 
us'd to Contempt and ill Treatment, 
yet I muſt own, that inſtead of re- 
joycing, I have been- extremely af- 
flicted, and thought my ſelf highly 
injur'd. That, reply'd the Virgin, 
proceeds from the Want of a true Senſe 
of Humilicy, and from- too great an 
Efteem of your own. Worth, But 
ſince by the divine Appointment you 


are directed hither, we will inſtruct 


you in theſe and other neceſſary. Vir- 
tues; by the help of which you will 
diveſt your ſelf of all carnal and 
worldly Habits, and be thereby quali- 
fed for the Service and Converſation 
of the Love of God. Since therefore 
you would attain to this Virtue of re. 


joycing 
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joycing in Contempt, you muſt ex. 
erciſe your ſelf in the Deſire of it; 
and when this has made an Impreſſion 
on your Heart, you muſt confirm it 
by Prayer and religious Exerciſes; 
in which, notwithſtanding the ſeem- 
ing Difficulties, (for they are not fo 
in themſelves to the ſincere) you'll 
find Perſeverance will be of great 
Service, and carry you thro' them all. 
In this Conflict you will be forc'd to 
offer great Violence to, and lay hard 
Reſtraints upon your ſelf, which at 
firſt will prove irkſome; but when 
you are usd to them, they will be- 
come eaſy; ſo that when once you 
are throughly poſleſs'd of that Virtue, 
call'd the. Deſire of Contempt, you will 
ſoon learn to rejoyce under the worſt 
of Ignominy and Reproac - _ 
But there is ſtill a greater Motive 
and Reaſon for defiring and rejoycing 
under ill Treatment than any hitherto 
urg'd ; and which will very much ſur- 
prize you. Deſiderius deſiring her to 
explain her ſelf, ſhe thus continu d. 


It is certain, that none but the rig - 


teous are humble; and whoſoever 


does 


2 — as... — - < A. 


Original Pilgrim. 93 
does not deſire to be derided, deſpis'd 
and contumeliouſly treated, can not 
be a righteous Man. Deſiderius was 
ſtartled at this, and deſir'd her to 
make it out. That is very eaſily done, 
reply'd ſhe, You will own, that he 
is a juſt Man, who gives to every one 
his due: If therefore nothing but 
Contempt, Deriſion and Reproach be 
due to Man, he is plainly unjuſt chat 
doth not deſire them; for it is natural 
for every one to deſire his due. But 
pray, interrupted Deſiderius, how do 
you prove, that nothing but Con- 
tempt, &c. is due to Man? Very ea- 
ſily reply'd ſhe: For it is beyond Con- 
troverſy, that every good Thing is 
belov'd, deſir'd and extoll'd by us; 
and the more good it is; the more 
excellent we eſteem it, On the con- 
trary every evil Thing is hated, deſ- 
pis'd and rejected by us. Now if it 
be true, that every Man is, in himſelf 
evil, the Conſequence is plain, that 
he ought to be deſpis'd, hated and re- 
jected. But pray, cry'd Deſiderins, 
how do ,you;,prove- that no Man is 
good ? If pnly God be good, ſaid 
Ir | | e, 


* * 
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ſhe, then every Man muſt be evil. 
But this was confirm'd by our bleſſed 
Saviour in his hamane Nature, who 
would not allow any to be good, but 
God; therefore nothing is good but 
God; and what is not God is not 
good; for there is no Medium. There- 
fore Man being evil, to. him is due 
all manner of Reproach, Contempt 
and Shame. 

Deſiderius, not yet ſatisfied in this 
Doctrine of rejoycing in Contempt, 
continued thus to Object. You tell 
me, holy Siſter, that God is only 

good, and that what is not God, is 
not good. Why then do the holy 
Scriptures ſay, that when God revis d 
the Works of his Hands, he pro- 
nounc'd them not only good, but 
very good. Beſides, ſince God is 
good, (as he is undoubtedly the 
chief good, and efficient Cauſe of all 
Things created) it maſt neceſſarily 
follow, that all Things which he made, 
= muſt be good, and, as the Effect, 
'1 anſwer the Cauſe, from whence they 
| proceed. And as Man is the moſt, 
excellent Patt of tlie Creation, it 
Toa ſeems 
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ſeems plain to me, that he is not only 
good, but very good, as God him- 

ſelf pronounc'd him; and conſequent- 
ly as he is good, he ought to be loy'd 


and honour'd. 


The Virgin gave him a patient 
hearing, and thus reply'd. I will not 
enter into a long Argument upon this 
Point ; for that is againft the Rules 
of our holy Mother Humility. I ſhall 
therefore for your better Information 
explain what I have already urg'd. 
That there is none good, but only 
God, is a Goſpel Maxim: But it is 
thus to be underſtood; that God only 
is eſſentially good; and that to be 
good is only proper to him. For tho 
all Things that he created are called 
good, yet they are not ſo by Virtue 
of any innate Goodneſs in themſelves, 
but as they partake of' the Divine 
Goodneſs that created them. And 
therefore that Love and Reſpect, which 
you thro' Miſtake. attribute to the 
Goodneſs of the. Creature, ought to 
center in God the Creator; and thus 
we love the Creatures, becauſe in 
them we love God; for the Rye | 
they 
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they are poſſeſs'd of is collated by 

God to them, Man indeed bears he 
Image of God externally ; but by his 
depravd and corrupt Morals he is 
internally very unlike him. God 
hath given him a Will to be good 
and virtuous ; but of himſelf he is 
prone to Vice, Hence therefore we 
learn to Jove one another, not for 
our own fakes, but for thoſe excel- 
lent Gifts and Qualities, which God 
hath diſpens'd to us, On the contra- 
ry, What is vicious and impure a- 
mongſt us we hate and deſpiſe : So 
that in one and the ſame Perſon we 
may love and honour what is good, 
and hate and deſpiſe what 13 evil. And 
with whatever Sanctity and Piety 
Man may be indu'd, it is certain 
he hath them. from God, and that he 
hath nothing naturally in himſelf but 
evil. And he ought to deſire, that 
God only ſhould be loy'd and honour'd 
for col Virtues and ſpiricual Gifts, 

which he has beftow'd on him ; and 
for his Vices, which he knows are his 
own, he may be deſpis'd and hated, 
Whilſt he acts thus, he is juſt, and 
no 


. 
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no longer: For how great an Inju- 
ſtice is it for ſinful Man, not only not 
to delire to be ſlighted for the Love of 
God, but to affect Praiſe and Eſteem 
for it? Wicked Man therefore, tho” 
he deſires to be deſpis d and ill treat- 
ed, muſt not value himſelf upon it, 
nor think himſelf ever the better in 
his own Opinion, fince the molt vir- 
tuous and holy are obligd to deſire 
the ſame. 

Deſiderius was not a little pleas'd 
with this excellent Argument, and 
therefore deſir'd the Virgin to direct 
him how to attain to this holy Deſire. 
She told him it was 40 be obtain d by 
a true Senſe of the Love of God, and 
the Aſſiſtance of that excellent Virtue 
Reſolution, the Spouſe of their Gover- 
neſs Humility, But, continu'd ſhe, if 


you will be'perſuaded by me, I Wil 


put you intꝰ a certain Method of gain- 
ing this Virtue of defiring Contempt. | 
You muſt in the firſt Plact be aſlur'd, 
that the greateſt Enemy of the Love of 
God, to whoſe Service you dedicate 
your ſelf, is your own Body. To 
ſubdue which W your ſelf 8 

this 
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this Exerciſe. Every Morning cau- 
tion your Soul in this Manner; Take 
Care O my Soul, that this Day thou 
diligently watcheſt all the Actions of 
thy Body; oppoſe it in every Thing 
that may diſpleaſe thy bleſſed Jeſus ; 
afflict and perſecute it, till thou haſt 
weaned it from carnal Deſires, and 
make it thy Wiſh, that it may be de- 
ſpis'd and vex'd. Likewiſe every Night 
thus interrogate thy Soul: Haſt thou 
O my Soul, this Day ſubdued thy 
Body, that Rebel to thy Lord and 
Maſter ; haſt thou afflicted, vexed and 
diſappointed it-in the Perſuit of world- 
ly Pleaſures, and deſir'd to have it de- 
pisd and vilifid, and usd with the 
utmoſt Severity? Believe me, Bro- 
ther, if- thou perſevereſt in this holy 
Exerciſe, it will in Time advance thee 
to the Summit of that ſublime Virtue 
-Humility ; and thou wiltbe ſo incens'd 
with Hatred to thy Fleſh, that thou 
wilt rejoyce and deſire to fee it ill 
treated and deſpis'd, and praiſe-God, 
who. hath reveng'd thee on it, thy 


greateſt Enemy. 


De fi- 
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Deſiderius was highly pleasd with 
this Virgin's Converſation ; but being 
deſirous of inlarging his Acquaintance 
with the reſt of this holy Family, took 
his Leave of her, and follow'd his 
Guide; who conducted him to the 
Apartment of another Virgin daugh- 
ter of Humility, where being very 
courteouſly receivd, Deſiderius began 
the Converſation by asking her Name, 
My Name, reply'd ſhe, is * Simplicity 


— 


— 


* Simplicity is that Virtue of the Soul, 
whereby the Will is carried f{incerely to that 
which the Mind judges {imply and ablolutely 
the beſt. This Re&itude or Simplicity of the 
Soul is by Ariſtotle call'd the moſt divine 
* Cor of the Soul, far ſurpaſſing, and more 
deſirable than all external Light. And to 
this Simplicity of the Soul may juſtly be re- 
ferr'd that Expoſtulation of Antoninw witng 
himſelf: O my dear Soul! When wilt thou s "= 
truly naked and ſincere? Lib. 10. §. 1. As like-" 
wile thoſe Precepts and Exhortations to hitn» 
ſelf: Do not diſturb thy ſelf, nor raiſe the 
earthly noiſome Vapours; but hecome Simpie. 
Lib. 4. $. 26. For this Simplicity is the moſt 
clear Fountain of the inward Joy and Pleaſure 
of Life: It is that eternal and inexpreſlible 
Peace, which is ſubject to no Cares, Suſpi- 
cions or Fluctuations of the Mind. 
| | 3 and 
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and my Buſineſs is to behave my ſelf 
to all with ſuch open and naked Sin- 
cerity, that not ſo much as the leſt 
Shadow of Hypocriſy may appear in 
any of my Words or Add ions. I judge 
charitably of what J hear or ſee; and 
it I think meanly of any one, it is of 
my ſelf, whom with the Aſſiſtance of 
the Eye of Prudence, which is always 
open, I diligently watch and obſerve. 
And truly without the Help of this 
Eye of Prudence, not only Simplicity, 
but even our Mother Humility would 
be naked and defenceleſs. 

The more Deſiderius convers'd with 
theſe holy Virgins, the more fond 
he was of their Inſtruction ;- for he 
found that what Humility told him of 
them was exactly true; and therefore 
he did the more importunately ſolicite 
Simplicity to direct him how to behave 
himſelf with that true Singleneſs of 
Heart which ſhe injoyn'd. Your Con- 
duct, anſwer'd ſhe, muſt be ſtrict; and 
you muft have a watchful Care over 
three Things; your Thoughts, Words 
and Actions. As to the firſt, you muſt 
not allow your Thoughts to exceed 


your | 
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your Apprehenſions or Capacity, nor 
to ruminate on Honour and worldly 
Splendour; ſuch glittering Views will 
dazie your Underſtanding, and betray 


you into infinite Miſtakes and Dan» 


gers: But perſevere in an humble O- 
pinion of your ſelf, eſteeming every 
one your Superiour, and your ſelf the 
meaneſt of the Servants of God. As 
to your Words let them be without Af- 
fectation or Flattery; and be content- 
ed with an“ Affirmation or Negation; 


yea, 
* Affirmation, &c. This Advice immed1- 
ately refers to that of our Saviour, Matthew 
5- 37. Where he lays, Let your Communication 
be yea, yea; nay, nay; for whatſoever is more 
than. theſe cometh of evil. Thar is, let no more 
be uſed in your Diſcourſe, but an Affirma- 
tion, and if need be an Afﬀeveration; and fa 
on the contrary, when you deny any Thing, 
a Negative; and if the Matter. requires it, 
ſome other Addition of greater Weight to 
exprels the Seriquſnels of your Speech, but 
no kind of Oath to back or confirm it: For 
whatſoever is uled above theſe neceſſaty Ex- 
preſſions and. Gonfirmations (as any. kind of. 
Oath uſed in Diſcourſe between Men, be it 
by Heaven, Earth, c.) proceeds from ſome 
evil Principles, $0099 de from your own 


» 
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yea, yea; nay, nay: For whatſoever 
exceeds this proceeds from a vicious 
Original. In your Actions avoid Sin- 
gulaiity and Vanity; and take Care 
that they tend to the Benefit of others 


as well as your ſelf, 


When our holy Mother Humility 
plac d me in this Station, ſhe commit- 


* 


vain-glorious Humour, delighting in ſuch big 
ſpeaking; ſomet imes from Want of Reverence 
to the Name of God; ſometimes from the 
Faithleſneſs of Men, but moſt commonly 
from the Devil, that evil one, who hath ma- 
ny Snares to catch Souls, and involve them 
in Idolatry, Error or Unbelief; and the Uſe 
of the foremention'd Forms of Swearing, in 
Verſe 34. 35, 36. may tend to this End undi- 


ſcernably: And beſides, the not 228 


exact Truth in all our Converſation (whic 
makes us not fit to be truſted without Oaths) 
and the Incredulity of Men, (that they will 
not believe without them) and ſo Pride and 
Irreverence alſo, are all the Works of the 
Devil: In which Reſpect (as alſo becauſe 
there is no Part of our ſenſiti ve Appetite, to 
which Oaths do properly afford any Delight 
or Pleaſure,) the Oaths that come from any 
of theſe, may be ſaid to be from the Devil, 
eſpecially all needleſs promiſſory Oaths, to 
which Chiiſt's Speech eſpecially belongs. p 
| ted 


ted to my Truſt the keeping of two 
ineſtimable Jewels; one call d Inno- 
cence of Heart; the other Purity of Heart; 
for the obtaining and keeping ofwhich, 
this and ſome other Houlzs in this 
Neighbourhood were founded. The 
Virtue of theſe Jewels is ſo commu- 
nicative and diffufive, that all our 
Family, and religious Neighbours par- 
take of it, ſo long as in all our Un- 
dertakings weaim at the Preſervation 
of them. And yet ſometimes when 
we think we are ſecurely poſſeſs'd of 
them, we are depriv'd of them; eſpe- 
cially when through Careleſneſs we 
give Way to * Curioſity, f Vanity, or 

| * Singu- 


* Curioſity. This is a dangerous Enemy to 
humane Nature. It was the Occaſion of the 


firſt Sin. Our Parents Curiofity to know what 


was forbidden them was the Cauſe of their ; 
forfeiting for themſelves and Poſterity that 


Happineſs God had deſign'd them in Paradife. 
When we once give Way to this Sin it in- 
vites to more, and being depiiy'd of Innocence 


of Mind and Purity of Heart, we lie like naked 
and defenceleſs Wrecks to be attack'd-by & . * 


very Opportunity of Sin. 
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* Singularity, which never neglect any 
Opportunity of robbing us, tho them- 
ſelves, Devil-like, are never the bet- 
ter for doing us this Miſchief ; for 
they can not keep theſe Jewels, when 
they have ſtoln them from us. And 
therefore when any of our Family 
are ſo negligent in their Thoughts, 
Words or Adtions, that they ſuffer 
theſe Jewels to be ftolen, they lie 
under great Diſgtace and ſevere Cen- 
ſure, till they have recovered them. 
Here Dœſderius ſomewhat haſtily in- 
terrupting Simplicity ſaid ; Pray good 


* 
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-+ Vanity, Vanity here is the ſame with 
Vain- glory. (See Page 18) and when once we 
become defirous of the Praiſe of Men for any 
particular Gift or Indowment of Mind, we 
do that Moment loſe the Benefit of that 
Gift. Thus to value our ſelves upon Cha- 
rity, Innocence of Mind, 8c. is to become proud 
and vail glotjous, and conlequently no long- 
er Charitable or Innocent, 

* Singularity, This is a preſumptuous Af— 
fectat ion of Pre-eminence, and directly oppo- 
ſite to that excellent Virtue of Self contempt, 
(See Page 35) which teaches us to abhor and 
deſpiſe our ſelves for our Want of Merit. 


Sifter, 
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Siſter, ſince you profeſs Poverty, what 
Occaſion have you to deſire Jewels, 
which in my Opinion may indanger 
your inclining to Covetouſneſs? You 
are quite miſtaken, reply'd Simplicity, 
in this Caſe; For altho' in the Deſire 
and Poſſeflion of ſpiritual or tempo- 
ral Wealth, there may lurk a ſecret 
Fraud and Covetouſneſs, contrary to 
the right Intent of deſiring, or End of. 
poſſeſſing them; yet in the Injoy-- 
ment of theſe precious Jewels, there. 
can be no Impoſture; for we deſire 
and poſſeſs them for no other End, 
but the Love of God, that we mayxe 
ſerve and pleaſe him, and by a right; 
Ule of them glorify his holy Name. 
As for external Riches, they are the: 
Ruſt and Canker of the Mind, which? 
dayly expoſe them that hunt afcers* I} 
them, to Temptations and unwarran- 
table Deſires, But theſe Jewels, this? 
ſpiritual Wealth, are lock'd up ſafes 
in our Hearts; where they are liable. 
to no Corruption or Decay; nor can 
any but thoſe that ſincerely deſire and 
faithfuliy keep them, be ſenſihle of“ 
their Worth; which is of ſo fabtle a? 
E 5. Nature 
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Nature, that none but he that hath' 
them can diſtinguiſh or know. But, 
fays Deſiderius, if he, that is poſſeſs d 
of theſe jewels, ſhould diſcover that 
he is Mafter of ſuch a Treaſure, would 
not ſuch Knowledge ſubje& them to 
Diminution and Corruption? No, re- 
ply'd Simplicity ; that can not be, for 
in themſelves they are liable to no- 
Decay: Not, but that if he, who is 
poſſeſsd of them, ſhould oftentatiouſly 
boaſt of this Treaſure to others, he is 
no longer owner of them. For tho” 
he, that by a ſtrict Watch over his 
Thoughts, Words and Actions, hath 
really acquir'd theſe Jewels, yet he 

does not think he has them, but di- [ 
ligently and ſincerely perſeveres in 
the Perſuit of them, as if he had them 
not: Which is indeed a great Inſtance- 
of the divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, . 
in this tacit Diſpenſation of his Graces; - 
for were we ſure of being poſleſs'd of 
them, we might be in Danger of lo- 
fmg them by Raſhneſs, Preſumption, . 
or. Self-conceit; which- too often lie - 
lurking in our Hearts, and are ready 

tadbetray us. Therefore he . 

5 truly, 
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truly be ſaid to have them, that moſt 
earneſtly ſeeks after them. 1 
By this Time Deſiderius was apptis d 

of the Value of theſe Jewels, and 
therefore preſs d Simplicity to inſtruc 
him in the Preſervation of them: To 
which ſhe readily comply'd, and thus 
went on. There is one Thing ablo- * 
lutely neceſſary for our Novices to 
obſerve; and not unworthy the Con- 
ſideration of the Adult, which is Ta- 
citurnity, Or Reſervedneſs in Converſa- 
tion. For they that give their Tongues 
the Liberty of talking much, and their 
Eyes of wandring, can not be ſaid to- 
poſſeſs the Jewels, Innocence and Purity 
of Heart. The Reaſon of this is plain 3 
or the Soul being like a Mirrour r. 
Looking-Glaſs, readily entertains the 
Likeneſs of every Object; and, being 
too apt to receive the Impreſſion of; 
them, contracts no ſmall. Inconve- 
nience thereby. At this Rate, re- 
ply'd Deſiderius, you will render Con- 


verſation, which God deſign'd a great? 
Comfort of Life, an unſcciable De- 
ſert : For how can a Superiour be ſaid” 
te govern without a watchful Inſpe- 
ction 
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Cition and frequent Confabulation, 
Theſe I look upon abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary in a Governour; and without 
them I do not ſee how he can avoid 
the Imputation of Singularity, which 
upon what Pretence ſoever even that 
of Religion, is in it ſelf very odious, 
and ought to be avoided. Indeed, 
ſays Simplicity, upon the Account of 
Love and Obedience, we ought to 
ſpeak, hear and fee many Things; 
which if we ſhould do of our own In- 
clination and Will, would be a great 
Fault in us. Burt ſo long as all our 
Thoughts, Words and Actions are the 
happy Product of Love and Obedi- 
ence, We are in no Danger of loſing 
theſe Jewels. For whilſt we are dili- 
ent and do our utmoſt, theſe two ex- 
cellent Virtues incline and exhort us 
to good. And truly, if we conſider 


Purity and Innocence of Mind as we 


ought, we ſhall find that they are not 
only good in themſelves, but are in- 
troductory of all other Virtues, and 
by the Help of which we more com- 
pendiouſly arrive at that divine and 


laſt Perfection, the Love of God, and 
abſo- 


. 
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abſolute Charity. He therefore that 
would obtain and keep theſe Jewels, 
muſt firſt be Maſter of Taciturnity or 
Reſervedneſs in Converſation. In which 
if he finds any difficulty(as he certainly 
will) let him take Simplicity to his Al- 
ſiſtance, and he will ſoon find the Ad- 


vantage of it; for it will arm him a- 


gainſt all the Evils that are occaſion d 
by Concupiſcence and raſh Judgment p 

will teach him to excuſe and interpret 
for the beft every Thing he hears 
and ſees in his Neighbour ; and if at 
any Time he deſires any of God's 
Creatures, (which, however they may 
prove, were created for good) he de- 


fires them for no other End, but that 


in them he may praiſe the gracious” 


Goodneſs of God, and adore his wiſe I 


Diſpenſation and Providence, Thus: 
you ſee the abſolute Neceſſity of Sim 
plicity in all the Actions of Men. But, 
lays D:fiderius, how ſhall we know 
that our Actions are attended wich 
this Simplicity ? You may be ſure they 
are, anſwer'd ſhe, when your Thoughts 
are ſincere and pure, and your Words 
and Deeds tend to nothing more than 

the 


110 Deſiderius, or the 


the ſpiritual and temporal Good of 
your Neighbour and your ſelf; in all 
Things, ſtill making the Glory of God 
your chief Object. And thus he, that 
makes Simplicity his conſtant Com- 
panion, will walk happily and ſe- 
curely. 

Defiderius being highly. ſatisfied with 
Simplicity's uſeful Converſation, in an 
obliging Addreſs of Thanks for her: 
pious Inſtructions took his Leave of. 
her, and following his Guide was con- 
duced to the Apartment of another 
Daughter of Humility, whole Name 
was Poverty. Here he was courteouſly. 
received; and, as he had before ſaid. 
to the others, deſir'd to know her 
Condition of Life. The Meanneſs of 
my Condition, reply'd ſhe, proceeds 
from my Love of God; for whoſe 
ſake, I neither poſſeſs nor deſire any. 
worldly good. It's ftrange, cry'd De- 
ſiderius, that the Founder of this Houſe, 
who is Lord of the World, ſhould let 
the Inhabitants of it live in Want of- 
the neceſſary Comforts of Life? I can. 
make that very plain to you, anſwer'd 
ſhe, The Founder of this Houſe is- 
* indeed 
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indeed Lord and King of the Univerſe; 

and all worldly Goods and Poſleflions: 
are at his Diſpoſal ; from the Injoy- 

ment of which he kindly reſtrains us, 
leaft we ſhould ſet our Hearts upon 
them. For, it he pleasd, he could 
eaſily diſpenſe to us Affluence and 
Plenty of every Thing; but he hath 
laid this happy Reſtriction upon our 
Minds, that we ſhould only love him, 
and for his ſake deſpiſe the World. 

From which Reſtraint we receive this- 
Benefit, that as we are _ all Su- 

perfluities in this Place, fo we are. 
not perplex'd with temporal Care and 
Solicitude, but wholly at Leiſure to 
contemplate the divine Goodneſs, 
which in the little we injoy has given 
us enough. We are not anxious a- 
bout the Loſs or Gain of . worldly 


Goods; not afflited at Adverſity, or- Þ} 


affected with Proſperity; but our 
Hearts ate firmly united to God in a 
profound Peace and Tranquility, ſub- 


ject to no earthly Perturbation. My: 4 
chief Care and: Buſineſs is to adapt 


and conform my ſelf to the Condition 
Linjoy, and of my Companions with 
2 | whom . 
. 


* 0 
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whom TI live. From them I deſire no- 
thing; yet to ſecure me from that 
dangerous Neighbour Singularity, and 
to reward my Virtue; our holy Mo- 
ther Humility hath been pleasd in a 
ſpiritual Wedlock to marry me to an 
excellent Husband,named As&- nothing, 
ho hath inſtructed me to be content- 
ed with what ſhall happen. The Roy- 
al Pſalmift hath wiſely caution'd us 
not to ſet our Hearts upon temporal 
Bleflings ; which Precept the bleſſed 
Saviour of the World hath vaſtly im- 
piov'd by adding Poorneſs of Spirit 
to that external Poverty. We can not 
think too meanly of our ſelves, if we 
conſider the immenſe Goodneſs and 
Love of God; each of whoſe Attri- 
butes challenges the beſt of our Per- 
formances; and the nearer we ap- 
proach them, the more we are inflam'd 
wich the Deſire of them. Set before 
thy Eyes the Example of the holy Je- 
ſus; the whole World was within his 
Adminiſtration; and yet he, for our. 
 Inſftcuction,declin'd all temporal Pow- 
er and Magnificence, and ſubmitted 


to the careful Neceſſities of humane 
. Nature, 
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Nature. In this Condition he made 
his firſt Appearance; and in Perſu- 4 
ance of his pious Example his holy : 
Mother and his Apoliles chearſully 
condeſcended to the Hardſhips of com- 
mon Want, relying ſtill upon the Pro- 
vidence of God, which is able to ſup- 
ply us with what we ſtand in need of. 
For this Reaſon I reje& all offers of 
worldly Help, and in a holy Reſigna- | 
tion depend intirely upon my bleſſed —Y 
Jeſus, whoſe Love hath Charms be- 3 
yond what the World can afford. I 
have too oft indulg'd my felf with 
Variety of Books; but the ſacred Vo- 
lume of his Law is now my whole 
Delight. With Grief I ſurvey the Er- 
rours of our Forefathers, -and. with 
Pleaſure inexpreflible ſee them cor- 
rected by the unblameable Conduct 
of my bleſſed Saviour; whoſe Poverty 
of Spirit and Body is my grand Ex- 
emplar, and chief Study. 

Defiderius in an Extaly of Joy took 
.his Leave, and was thence ſhew'd ta 
the Apartment of an other Daughter 
of Humility, whoſe Name was Obedience, 


He no ſooner approach'd her, but ob- 
ſerving 
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ſerving ſome thing more than ordi- 
nary of Diſtinction and Authority in 
her Preſence, paid her a moſt pro- 
found Re ſpect, and deſir'd the Honour 
of kiſſing her Hand; but ſhe told him 
the Daughters of Humility were not 
fond of external Honour, and there- 
fore deſir'd him to fit. Deſiderius o- 
bey'd, and letting her know that he 
came for Inſtruction, he begg'd the 
Favour of being inform'd of her Man- 
ner of Life. Obedience without Scruple 
granted his Requeſt, and thus began. 
My Mother well knowing the Dan- 
ger to which Diſobedience expoles us, 
match'd me early in ſpiritual Matri- 
mony, with that valiant and illuſtri- 
ours Hero called“ No Neglect of Duty, 
who never fails in the Execution of 
his Office, and to his Courage and 
Conduct I owe the happy and holy 


— 


* No Neglect of Duty. The Text is Nibit 
exequendum omittere, which not being capa- 
ble of being render'd in one Word (as many 
others before and after this) I choole to let it 
Zo in a verbal Tranſlation. 


Secu- 
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Security T injoy, free from the Solici- 
tations of that terrible and dangerous 
Monſter call'd, Our own Will, whoſe 
ſole Buſineſs is firſt to inſlave, and 
then devour us. From her malicious 
Approaches my faithful gallant Spouſe 
protects me; and for my Fondneſs to 
him (which is a grateful Return) I ant 
fhunn'd by others; tho' it's moſt cer- 
tain, that without Obedience none can 
juſtly pretend to the Service of the 
Love of God. As for my ſelf I am fo 
well appriz'd of the Value of the Love 
of God, that whatever my Spouſe di- 
ates to me relating to him, I readily 
perform, and allow my ſelf che In- 
joyment of nothing, but what Neceſ- 
ſity ſtrictly requires. Nay, ſo cau- 
tious am I in my Deportment, and 
fearful of Danger, that I never vens - 
ture abroad by my ſelf. Pray, Mas _ 


dam, reply'd Defiderius, what Com- 1 
panions have you, beſides your Spouſez +: 


My conſtant Attendant, ſaid ſhe, is 
Good wil, a true and watchful Ser- 
vant; and for my Companions I take. 
my Siſter Simplicity, and my Daugh- 

ters 
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ters * Devot ion, f Alacrity, “ Diligence, 
T Perſeverance and * Innocence; and that 


my 


* Devotion is that heavenly Grace or 
Temper, which withdraws our Minds from 
the World, and mounts them towards Hea- 
ven. The ſpecial Exerciles of which are 
Prayer and Praiſe, both publick and private. 

+ Alacrity is a Readineſs and Chearfulneſs 
of Mind, ty which we ſet about our Duty 
without Murmuring or Reluctancy. 

* Dil;gence taken in a good Sente is a Vir- 
tue, by which we inceſſantly perſue what we 
have undertaken, according to the Truth of 
Reaſon. Here it is a Duty abſolutely neceſ- 
fary to Obedience, and is compos'd of two 
Parts, Watchfulneſs and Induſtry. Watch- 
fulneſs confifts in ebſerving all the Dangers 
that threaten our Souls, eſpecially thoſe Sins 
that are moſt likely to aſſault us. InGuſtiy 
is the Huſbandry of the Soul, without which 
it will as little proſper as the Vineyard of 
the Sluggard. Prov. 24. 30, 31. And the End 
of both theſe is the increaſing and improving 
its Riches, which are the Graces God hath 
diſpens'd to us. na (fs 

f Perſeverance is a holy Reſolution to per- 
fiſt in the Pertormance of our Duty, praying 

conſtantly that God would give us his Grace, 
that we may continue in it to the End. This 
Grace of Perſeverance was ever of that E-. 
ſteem in the Church, that all Divines both 
; antient 
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my Mother Humility may not ſeem 
wanting in her parental Care of me, 
ſhe never fails going along with me; 
ſo that with the Aſſiſtance of theſe I 


walk ſecurely, and am at all Times 
ready to do my Duty, 


— 


** N 


antient and Modern, have taken Occaſion to 
extol it above all Chriſtian Virtues, becauſe 
without this they ate all infignificant and loſe 
their Reward. Take as much Faith, Hope 
and Charity upon you as you can, yet if you 
perſevere not there is no Salvation. And 
St. Paul was of the ſame Mind, when with ſo 
much Confidence he aſſured to himſelf a 
Crown of Life ; not becauſe he had for ſome 
{mall Time ſtood firm, but becauſe he had 
fought the good Fight ; not becauſe he had 
well begun, but becauſe he had well endur'd 
to the End, had well maintain'd and finiſh'd 
his Courle. | BY 

* Innocence is that Purity of Mind and Body 
which preſerves us from ill Thoughts and 
Actions. This is very pathetically expreſs'd 
in Pf. 24. 3, 4. with a glorious Reward at- 
tending it. Who ſball aſcend into the Mountain 
of the Lord, &c. Even he that hath innocent 
Hands and a pure Heart. Upon Which gur 
Saviour founds ane of his Beatitudes. Matthew 


. 8. Bleſſed are the pure in Heart for they b 


ſee Gl. 
. But 
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But, ſays Deſideriu, pray inform me - 
in what Manner your holy Mother 
Humility is ſerviceable or uſeful to you 
in doing your Duty? In that, reply'd 
Obedience, ſhe hath given us a ſtated 
Rule, that in all, even the beſt of our 
Actions, we ſhould think meanly of 
our ſelves, not vainly impute any 
Thing to our own Goodneſs, or be 
puffed np with Pride ; or whatever 
good may accrue to others from any 
of our Actions, not to eſteem our ſelves 
good for them ; but humbly to thank 
& God for giving us Reaſon, Under- 
ſtanding, Prudence, and other ſpiri- - - 


= tual Helps, by which we become In- 
ſitruments of doing good, and are more 
ſtrictly obliged to him for ſuch bleſſed 
Opportunities: And if we deſire any 
Thing of others, it is that they would 
thank and praiſe God for us. Tom 

ſelf I propoſe nothing thro'the Courſe 
of my whole Life but Labour and 
Trouble; to my God continual Ho- 

nour, Praiſe'and Thankſgiving; and 
to my Neighbour all the good I can 
do him. For my ſelf I deſire nothing, 
becauſe 1 deſerve nothing; W 
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Original Pilgrim. 119 
God would be pleas'd to inlarge to me 
fuch a ſhare of his Love, whereby L 
may dayly improve in good Works, 
and that in the laſt Moments of my 
Life I may find Mercy and Comfort 
from him. Amen. 

Deſiderius parted from this Lady with 
as much Satisſaction as from any of 
the former, and follow'd his Guide to 
the Apartment of the laſt Daughter 
of Humility named * Chaſtity, of whom 
he defir'd to know her Condition and 
Life. I am, ſaid ſhe, the Daughter 
of Humility, who out of her indulgent 


= 
4x 
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* Chaſtity may very properly be called the 
firſt Duty we owe ng ft Bodies, ſince St. Paul 
ſets Uncleanneſs as the ſpecial contrary Sin 
to it. He that committeth Fornication fjinneth 
againſt his own Body. 1 Cor. 6. 18. And ta 
advance the Sacredneſs of this Virtue Char- 
Kity, the Apoſtle in the ſame Epiſtle, Chapter 
z. Verſe 17. denounces a heavy Judgment a=. 
gainſt the Violaters of it. If any Man dels 
the Temple of God, him will God deſtroy, for 1d 
Temple of God is holy, which ye are. So that 
the Sin of Uncleanneſs is a Kind of Sacrilege,. - 
in polluting thoſe Bodies, which God hath 
choſen for his Temples. Uo ee eee 
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120 Deſiderius, or the 
Care hath appointed me two Ser- 
vants who conſtantly attend me: 


The one called * Abſtinence, the 0- 
ther 


—_—__ 


* Abſtinence is a great Preſervative againſt 
Intemperance ; for by the Forbearance of im- 
- moderate Eating and Drinking we extinguiſh 
thole unlawful Flames and carnal Deſires 
which aſſault our Minds; but we can no 
Way do this lo effectually as by Prayer and 
Faſting, Eating and Drinking are indeed ne- 
ceſſary for the preſerving of Life, Hunger be- 
ing a natuial Dileale, which would prove 
deadly if not prevented. This is the firſt End 
of Eating and Drinking, therefore as Men ule 
not to take Phy ſick for Pleaſure, but Remedy, 
ſo neither ſhould they eat or drink. Not 
that we are tied to ſuch Strictneſs that we 
may eat and drink no more than will juſt 
ms tea from ſtarving ; for that were to 
fruſtrate God's Bounty, who hath not only 
provided for the Being, but the Well-being 
of our Bodies; therefore we may allo eat 
whatſoever for Kind or Quantity moſt tends 
to our Health and Wellfare : But this muſt 
alſo be within the Bounds of Temperance, 
otherwiſe it becomes a Sin. He therefore that 
| Propoſes to himſelf other Ends of the Uſe of 
God's Creatures, as either the pleaſing of his 
Palate, or the pampering of his Body, that it 
may better ſerve this.Luft, directly fruſtrates 


thoſe Ends of God; and he that hath thoſe 
| $i A1ms, 
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other * Modeſty ; and to preſerve my 
Mind pure and continent hath mar- 
ried me to a virtuous Perſon call'd 
the Keeper of the Heart, by whom I 
have a Son named the Keeper of the 
Senſes, Deſiderizs deſiring to ſee this 
Child, the Boy was introduc'd; and 
obſerving ſeveral Emblems about him, 
he ask'd the meaning of them. Upon 


Al 


— 
6 


Aims, not only acts contrary to Health, but 
to Life it ſelf, as appears by the many Diſ- 
eaſes and untimely Deaths, which Surfeits 
and Uncleanneſs bring upon Men. 

* Modeſty is that Defence and Security of 
Virtue, which deterrs us from baſe, Actions. 
It is the conſtant Obſerver of Decency in the 
Courſe of Life, and in ſame Senſe may be ſaid 
to be the moſt perfect Part of Juſtice; for 
Jules in general fo; bids any Kind of Vio- 

ence towards Man; but Modeſty is ſo par- 
ticular as to allow of no Offence; and there> 
fore is not unaptly call'd the Top and Pers 
fection of Juſtice. In ſhoit, Modeſty is that 
Guard over all our Souls and their Faculties, 
which keeps them within the Bounds of Vir- 
tue z as the Eye from wandering ;. the Tongue 
from vain and idle Words; the Mind from 
immodeſt Thoughts, c. n 


F which 


122 Deſiderius, or the 


which the Child with an agrecable 
Readineſs thus addreſs'd himſelf to the 
Stranger, This Bridle, which you 
ſee in my Hand, is to tame a very 


unruly Creature call'd the Tongue; 


who, tho' ſhe be little of Stature, is 
very ſtrong and capable of doing 
much Miſchief; but with the Help 
of this Inſtrument we keep her in Sub- 
jection. Theſe Stones are to ſtop two 
dangerous Avenues call'd the Ears, 
thro' which, notwithſtanding the Vi- 
gilance of our Porter, ſometimes our 
malicious Neighbours creep and mo- 
Jeſt us. At other times we are forc'd 
to make uſe of thoſe Stones to ſtop 
another Avenue call'd the Month; by 


which we prevent the Effuſron or Ut- 
terance of many Indecencies, which 


proceed from a corrupt Heart. At 
this Rate, ſays Deſideriu, People will 
think you deaf and dumb. We ought 
to be ſo, reply d the Boy, for the ſake 
of the Love of God: For if we neglect 
to keep theſe Avenues carefully, not 
only the foreſaid Inconveniencies 
would befal us, but we ſhould be in 
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Original Pilgrim. 123 
Danger of loſing thoſe two valuable 
Jewels, Innocence, and Purity of Heart, 
This Veil, which is called Purity, 
ſerves to cover our Eyes, and defend 
us from Senſuality ; which preſents 
it ſelf to us very often in the moſt 
tempting Shapes; and if we were not 
guarded againſt it, would betray us 
into the greateſt Dangers, even Death 
it ſelf. | 

Deſiderius having thus viſited all this 
holy Family was about to take Leave 
of his Guide, and thank her for her 
great ny not queſtioning, but 
that he was ſufficiently inſtructed to 
find out the Love of God's Palace 2: But 
befors ſhe diſmiſs'd him, ſhe told him 
there was one Curioſity in their Or- 
chard he had not yet ſeen; and that 
was a Tree, which bore two ſorts of 
Fruit, with which all that came thi- 
ther were chiefly ſuſtain'd” Drſederius 
eafrneſlly preſs'd the ſeging this Tree, 
which, his Guide conducting him into 
the Garden, ſhew'd him: The Fruit 
faid ſhe, which ycu ſee on the lower 


Bows of che Tree, and which looks 


F 2 pale 
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124 Deſiderius, or the 


pale and diſcouloured, is called * Self- 
difdence ; that on the upper Branches 
which looks of a ruddy Colour is cal- 
led | Truſt in God; and without theſe 

all 


* Self diffdence, or diſtruſt in our ſelves is 
that which ſhews us the Weakneſs and Incer- 
tainty of natural Means; which, how pro- 
miling foever, will never ſtand us in ſtead 
without the divine Concurrence, but perhaps 
may 1ail us when we have moſt need of their 
Aſliitance. They may ſeem very proper and 
advantageous z but it God withhoid his 
Bieſſing they muſt needs prove ineffectual, 
and lo all our Expectations from them muſt 
become abortive, Wealth, Power, Strength, 
Courage, Wiſdom and the like, are uncertain 
Dependencies, when we rely wholly on them 
as dayly Experience ſhews us. 

ft Truſt in God is a firm Reliance and De- 

endance upon him in all Dangers and Wants, 
oth {pititual and temporal; and when by 


a due Preparation we have qualified our ſelves, 


as far as in us lies, by rejecting all other De- 
pendance, we ſhall find, that by this truſting 
in God, we ſhali ingage him to provide for 
us. Men think themfelves highly concern'd 
not to fail thole that depend upon and truſt 
to them; but certainly God doth ſo much 
more. Men of Wealth, in Power and high 
ations promile, and we think we are bound 
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Original Pilgrim.” 125 
all other Food tends to the emacia- 
ting and imparing our ſpiritual 
Strength. Deſiderius asking Leave to 


gather ſome of this Fruit, ſhe told him 


that he might eat as much. as he 
pleas'd of that which grew on the 
lower Branches of the 'Tree; but ad- 
vis d him to provide himſelf of that 
which grew on the Top for his Jour- 
ney, and which would ſerve him till 
he arriv'd at the Love of God's Palace. 

Deſiderius having provided himlelf 
of a ſufficient Quantity of this Fruit, 
deſir'd his Guide to inſtruct him inthe 
ſhorteſt Way to the Love of God. It is 


—— 
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to believe them; but alas! The wealthy 
Man may grow poor, the mighty may grow 
weak, and both may prove deceitful and 
dye; but we know God is ſubject neither to 
Poverty, Weakneſs, Deceit or Death. In vain 
then do we load our ſelves with Care and 
Vexation, when we may ſo ſecurely caſt our 
Burthen upon God, Let this of the Apoſtle 
be our Rule, and we can not fail in our De- 
pendance and Truſt in God. Be careful for 
nothing, but in every Thing by Prayer and Sup- 
plication with Thankſgiving let your Requeſt be 
made known to God, Phil. 4. 6. 
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126 Deſiderius, or the 
with infinite Satisfaction and Joy, ſays 
ihe, that I ſee you thus ſolicitous to 
find out the Love of God: And that 
you may not miſtake your Way, I ad- 
vile you to take ſome Company with 
you, which may not only direct, but 
ſecure you in your Journey: For you 
have a dangerous Way to paſs, very 
Tugged and full of Holes, and much 
infefted with Thieves and wild Beaſts, 
Take therefore our honeſt Porter the 
Fear of God, he is a brave ſtrong old 
Man, and will protect you; and when 
you {hall find your ſelf out of Danger 
and diſmiſs him, be ſure to keep his 
Daughter Modeſty with you all your 
3 Beſides theſe our Siſter Sim- 
plicity ſhall accompany you ; bur if it 
ſhould ſo happen, that in your Jour- 
ney you ſhould looſe our Porter the 
Fear of God, or our Siſter Simplicity, 


pe ny 
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* Jſodeſty being (as has already been ſaid 
in Page 121.) that Guard of our Senſes and 
Faculties, which keeps them within the 
Bound of Virtue, it is abſolutely neceſſary 
to be retain'd thro? the whole Courſe of our 
Peregrination till we arrive at the Love of God. 
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Original Pilgrim. 127 
(for you muſt expe& to meet wich 
Difficulcies and Diſappointments) be 
ſure to keep your firſt Guide to our 
Houſe Good-will, who will always ſet 
you right, and put you in the Way to 
recover them again. I ſhall give you 
but one Caution more, and that is, 
fail not to give your Companions 
their ſhare of the Fruits you carry 
with you, to refreſh them; and doubt 
not, but ſo long as you intirely de- 
pend on and truſt in God, you will 
want nothing, and never fail of ob- 
taining your deſir'd End. I commit 
you to the divine Protection and wiſh 
you a good Journey. 

Deſiderius thus happilyaccompanied, 
and well provided, ſet forward, and 
> avking Simplicity which Way they 
2 ſhould take, ſhe told him the moſt di- 
7 rec and neareſt Path to the Love o 
= Gods Palace was to go firſt by the 
Seat of * Patience, The Paſſage was 
| | indeed 


— 
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* Patience is a Submiſſion to the Will of 
God, quierly yielding to whatever Afflictions 
it pleaſes him to Jay upon us; and without 
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128 Deſiderius, or the 


indeed troubleſome and dangerous, 
and ſo beſet with Difficulties, that 
Deſiderius could not forbear complain- 
Ing. Upon which Simplicity told him, 
that the more dangerous and painful 
his Paſſage was, the better he would 
reiliſh the Pleaſures cf his Journey's 
End, For, continu'd ſhe, the divine 
_ Gceodneſs hath fo order'd it, that the 
Miſeries andSo1 rows of this Life might 


maße us fond of the Love of God, who 


will vaſtly overpay all our Sufferings 
here, by rewarding us with a blefled 
Immortality hereaſter. And in this 
common Reaſon and dayly Practice 
inſtruc us, that Things of great Va- 
due are not to be purchasd with a 
ſmall Matter. Go on chearfully then, 
and be aſſur'd, that when you ſhall 
injoy the Comforts, which only the 
Love of God can give, you will value 
them the more for the Pains you have 


— _— 


this Virtue it is impoſſible for us to paſs the 
Stzge of this Life, which is beſet with lo 
many Toils and Difficulties, to arrive at the 
Love of God, 


taken 


: * 2 
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taken to obtain them But if in your 
Journey you find your Strength be- 
gins to fail you, be ſure- to refreſh 
your ſelf with the Fruit call'd Truſt in 
God, which will inable you to go 
thro'. And for your further Inſtru- 
ction and Help, when you find any 
Decay or Wearineſs of Spirit, imitate 
the honeſt Ruſtick, who alleviates the 
Fatigue of his Labour by ſinging. But, 
{aid Deſiderius, how can I be merry 
and fing in the Company of this grave 
old Man the Fear of God? You mi- 
ſtake, anſwer'd ſhe, the Character and 
Nature of this good old Man; for tho 
he ſeems grave by Reaſon of his Age, 


yet being nearly related to the Lowe 
of God, he is naturally chearful and 
pleaſant, and is always provided withe : 
Muſick, not proceeding from any Le- 


vity of Mind, but from a ſpiritual 
Chearfulneſs, which is the molt en- 
tertaining Mirth, e 

Whilſt this holy Company were on 
their Way, Deſiderius had frequent Oc- 
caſion of putting in Practice many of 


F 5 had 


thoſe excellent Inſtructions, which he 
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had receiv'd from Humility and her | 
Daughters; and being aſſiſted through- a 
out with the Help and Advice of his 
Companions, he with much Trouble 
furmounted the Fatigue of the Jour- 
ney. Whenever he ſtumbled, or was 
intangled with any Difficulties, Sim- 
plicity was at Hand to extricate him; 7 
if thro' Wearineſs he was inclin'd to 22g 
Sleep, the Fear of God was ready to. 
rouze him, and when he would fit to 
reſt his weary Limbs, his Friend Good- ; 
will never ſail'd to raiſe him. Some 
times the Tedioufnefs and Hazard of ; 
| 
; 


the Journey made him begin to waver, 
and he had Thoughts of returning}; 
but then his Companions advis'd him 
ro refreſh himſelf with the Fruits call d 
Truſt in God, which Toon reviv'd him, 
and gave him new Life, If, as they 
travell'd in the Night, he happend to 
ſtraggle from the Company, as ſoon 
as Day.appear'd Good-· ani fund him | 


out and recover'd him; At laſt after 
may Difficulties and Dangers they. 

came to a pleaſant Meadow, in the 
midſt of which food the Royal Palace 


of: 


+ 


= - 
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Habitation of the Love of God, for it is the 


Jehn 23. 35. 


* 
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of * Charity, the chief Reſidence of 
the Love of God. Deſiderius was over- 
joy'd at the Sight of it, and thought 

the Tediouſneſs of his Journey vaſtly 

recompens'd with ſo pleaſant a Pro- 
ſpe ; and having gratified his Eyes 
with a View of che Place, he drew 


— 


* Charity is very properly here called the 


moſt capacious and extenſive of all Chriſtian 
Virtues. It is the great Goſpel duty ſo often 
injoyn'd us by Chriſt, infomuch that he calls 
it the New Commandment. John 13. 34. and 
which he repeats twice in one Chapter. Jobn = 
15. 12, 17. By which we ſee the high Impor- 
tance of this Duty, being maſt ſtrictly requir- 
ed of all that profeſs Chriſt. I will not info 
little {pace pretend to ſhew its Extenſivenefs, . 
but in ſhort it may be thus defin'd: Charity - ® 
in Reſpe& of the Affections and Attions 138 + 7 
that ſiacere Kiridneſs, which -diſpoſes us to 
wiſh and do all Good to others in all their 
Capacities, , ta their Souls, Bodies; Goods _ + 
and Creditz and this not only to our Friends 
and thoſe that love us, but to our Enemies. 
And indegd it was what our bleſſed Lord has 
given as the Badge and Livery of his- Diſci- 
ples, By this ſhall alt Men Enom thut ye are y] 
fcifles, i ye have Love one. ie anatber, + Þ 
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near to it with his Companions, and 
ſeeing no Perſon appear'd, he call'd 
and knock'd at the Gate with much 

Importunity, but no Body an{wer'd, 
Upon which Simplicity told him he 
took the wrong Method; and that 
unleſs he made Uſe of the two Knock- 
ers, * Sighing and Bewailing, he would 
gain no Admittance. Deſiderius rea- 
dily obey'd; and after ſome Time 
ſpent in this holy Exerciſe, the Love 
of God appear d at a Window, and ſpoke 
to him in a moſt obliging Manner, I 
am glad, ſays he, to ſee you waiting 
here ſtill, and aſſure you I did not de- 
lay appearing, but only to try your 
Patience: Upon which I muſt caution 
you not to value your ſelf, or expect 
Entrance here upon that Account ; 
for tho' you have gone thro' many 
Difficulties in your Paſſage hither, 
and waited long for Admittance, you 
muſt not imagine it as a due to your 
Merit, Far be it from me, reply'd, 


— 


— 


Fig hing. &c. That is a lamenting of our 
own Unwoithin-ſs, which Keeps us from 


Charity aud the Love of God. 
. . Deſi. 
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Deſiderim, to entertain ſuch preſump- 
tuous Thoughts; for tho' I have paſs'd 

thro' many Dangers, and undergone 
great Hardſhips in my Way hither, 

yet I claim no Entrance here by any 
perſonal Merit of my own, but b 

your Compaſſion and Goodneſs. What 

is your Buſineſs here, ſaid the Love of -# 
God? I came anſwer'd Defiderizs, from 
Humility's Seat with this holy Compa- 

ny you ſee, taking my Way directly 

by that of Patience, in Queſt of the 
Lowe of God. Bur what Credentials 

do you bring, ſaid he, that we may 
know you come from Humility ? Thave 

two Certificates, reply'd D:faderins, one 
ſign d by * Self-knowledge, the other 

by the T Knowledge of God. I approve 


your 


—_— 


. 


* Self. knowledge is that by which we come 
to a Senſe of our own Meannelſs and Unwor- 
thineſs, attributing all that is good to Gad, 
from whom it muſt proceed, and to our ſelves, 
who are but Duſt and Aſhes, all the Vileneſs 
due to the Dregs of Humane Narure. 
I Knowledge of God. To acknowledge him to 
be God, is to believe him to be an infinite, 
glorious Spirit, that was from eve:laſting, M# 
| without 


— 
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your Credentials, anſwer'd he, but 
do you think them a ſufficient War- 
rant for your Admiſſion here? No, 
reply'd our Traveller; for, as I ſaid 
before, I leave that wholly to your 
Goodneſs: Nor am I certain, whether 
my Credentials are in Form or not. 


without Beginning, and ſhall be everlaſting 
without End. That he is our Creator, Re- 
deemer, Sanctifier, Father, Son and Holy 7 
Ghoſt, one God, bleſſed for ever. That he ** 
is ſubje& to no Alteration, but is unchange- RX 
able: That he is no bodily Subſtance, ſuch 
as our Eyes may behold, but Spiritual and 
Inviſible, whom no Man hath ſeen or can ſee. 
1 Tim. 6. 16. That he is infinitely gieat aud 
excellent, beyond all that we can conceive 
or Imagine: That he hath receiv'd his Being 
from none, and gives Being to all Things. 
This we ale to believe in Regard of his Ef- 
ſence, but he is ſet forth to us in Seripture by 
ſeveral Excellencies; as that he is of infinne 
Goodaels, Mercy, Truth, Juſtice, Wiſdom, 
Power, Majeſty, Ec. that he governs all 
Things by his Providence; that he knows 
all Things, and is preſent in all Places: All 
theſe divine Excellencies we muſt firmly be- 
lieve to be in God, and that in the greateſt ' 
Degree; and we muſt perform to him al 
thole ſevetal Parts of Duty which belong 
From a Creature to his God. l 
But 
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But of this I am ſure, that I made a 
conſiderable Stay with Humility, where 
I injoy'd a happy Gonverſation with 
her and her holy Family ſo long, as 
to be perfectly acquainted with them 
and their Condition. They furniſh'd 
me with good Inſtructions for my 
Journey; but whether I have well di- 
geſted them, or made a right Uſe of 
them, I muſt confeſs Iam at a Loſs. 
For in my Way hither I ofcen fell, and 
was ſometimes ſo intangled in Diffi- 
culties, that without the Help of my. 
holy Companiens I muft have been 
loſt. And notwithſtanding I have 
ſurmounted many Toils and Fatigues, 
I-find 1 fill labour under many dan; 
gerous Indiſpoſitions; but eſpecially. 
my own natural Meannefs and hu- 
wane Imperfection; of which, Lam 
inſorm'd, none can ſo ſpeedily cure 
me as the Love of God; for he is ſaid 


to be a moſt excellent Phyſician, that 


can at firſt Sight di ſcover the moſt ſe- 
cret Viees and Defects chat luxk in our 
Hearts, and with a Touch of his Hand 
remove them. But for what Reaſon, 
lays the Lowe ef Ged, ate you ſo ſoli- 


citous 
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citous for a Cure? Becauſe, reply d 
Deſiderius, I find none but the Whole 
and Sound are admitted here, Well 
then, ſays the Lowe of God, who had 
hitherto conceal'd himſelf, ſince you 
have ſo generous a Confidence in me, 
I will not fail to ſerve you: But you 
muſt wait till I ſend a Youth called 
the * Love of our Neighbour to you, 
without whoſe Acquaintance and In- 
ſtruction no Body is admitted to ſpeak 
with the Love of God within Doors. 
Deſiderius with his uſual Patience 
waited the Coming of this holy Ma- 
ſter of Divine Ceremonies; who no 
ſooner appear'd, but our poor Tra- 
veller was ſo affe ed with Joy, that 


* Love of our NeighlSr. The Love of God 
may nor improperly here be called the Parent 
of the Love of our Neighbour ; for he, that 
truly loves God, will of Courle love his 
Neighbour. This Love of our Neighbour 
conſiſts in all Kinds of Charity, and of Nega- 
tive and Poſitive Juſtice. As for Charity (Fee 
Page 131i) As for Negative Juſtice, it is to 
do no Wrong or Injury to any. Poſitive Ju- 
ſtice is to do Right to all; that is, to yield 
them whatever appertains or is due to them. 


he 


SS RS Es qa. 


Original Pilgrim, 137 
he could not forbear expreſſing it in 
Tears. The Youth ask d the Cauſe 
of his Sorrow in a Place where all 
were chearful? Deſiderius told him 
they were Tears of Joy; and being 
ask d his Buſineſs, he ſaid he wanted 
to ſpeak with the Love of Ged. The 
Youth told him he was his Servant: 
But, continu'd he, if you have any 
real Buſineſs with the Love of God, you 

uſt firſt be acquainted with me; for 
he is a moſt tender Maſter, and ſo kind 
to me, that whoſoever lovesnot * me, 
muft not pretend to approach him. 
Upon this D:/derius earneitly preſs d 
to be admitted into the Number of his 
Friends, and to know the Conditian. 
To which the Youth reply'd, The firft 
of theſe is Humility of Thought, the ſe- 
ccad Humility of Speech, and the third 


— 


* Me. So neceſſary a Qualification is the 
Love of our Neighbour towards the attaining 
the Love of God, that there is no Poſlibiluygt - 
airiving at the one without the other: Far 
how can he be ſaid to love God, whom he 
hath not ſeen, who doth not love his Neigh- 
bour, whom he hath ſeen ? 


Humi- 
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Humiliiy of Action. To make your ſelf 
Maſter of the firſt, you muſt arm your 
ſelf with holy Reſolution, the Spoule of 
Humility, and Self- contempt ; to the Ad- 
vancement of which, a good Opinion 
and Eſteem of your Neighbour will 
not a little contribute. The ſecond 
Qualification call'd Humility of Speech 
conſiſts of Humility, Courteſy and Aﬀa- 
bilitzz juſtly modified with“ Slowneſs 
and Sparingneſ of Words. The third, 
Viz. Humility of Action is a Compoſition 
of Chearfulneſs, Love and Diligence, 
variouſly applied as Occaſion offers. 
Theſe are the Virtues, that muft qua- 
lify you for my Friendſhip, and when 
you are once Maſter of them, you will 
ſoon be admitted to the Converſation 
of the Love of God. 


* Slowneſs, 8&c, As Pertneſs and Forward- 
neſs in Converſation argue a great Levity 
and vain Affectation; ſo Sparingneſ and 
Slowneſs of Speech ſhew Modeſly and Self- 
contempt; which duly practis'd would take 
off much from that Self-conceit, which too 
many entertain of their own Abilities. . 


Deſide- 
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Deſiderius having ſpent ſome Time 
in the Company of the Love of our 
Neighbour, and by conſtant Practice 
made himſelf familiar with the Quali- 
fications, claim'd his Promiſe of intro- 
= ducing him to the Love of God, The 
= Youth readily conſented, and, deſi- 


1 
* 


ring him to wait a little, witharew. 


Deſiderims being now alone had Time 
to ruminate on the Greatneſs of the 
Favour he had ask'd, and his own Un- 
worthineſs to receive it; and to con- 
demn himſelf, who was fo vile and 


Perſon, Whilſt he labour'd under theſe 


him, who preſently ask'd, with whom 
he wanted to ſpeak ? To which he 


Traveller fell down at his Feet, deſti- 


Love of God with an ingaging Tender- 
neſs rais'd him, which ſo affected De- 
fiderius, that he burſt into Tears, ad- 
miring the great Goodneſs and Con- 


mean a Wretch,for preſuming to con- 
verſe with ſo great and illuſtrious a. 


Anxieties,he ſaw One coming towards 
anſwer'd, With the Love of God, I am 
he, reply'd the Perſon: At which our 


tute of Strength and Speech. The 


de ſcenſion of the Lowe of God, in taking 
Notice. 
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Notice of ſo poor a Creatnre as he was, 
This Behaviour of Deſiderius drew con- 
doling Tears from the Love of God's 
Eyes, who deſired the Stranger to for- 
bear weeping ; for he could not with- 
out great Emotion and Concern ſee a 
Perſon in Tears, who had taken ſo 
much. Pains to viſit him. 

Deſiderius having ſomewhat com- 
pos d himſelf, the Lowe of God ask'd him, 
by whole Directions he ſound him out. 
To which he anſwer d, that he recciv'd 
his Inſtructions from an antient Shep- 
herd, whom he met in his Travels. 
But what, ſaid he, is your Buſineſs? 
No ſecular Advantage, reply'd the 
other, but the deſire of coming to the 
Knowledge of the Love of God, which 
15 the only true Felicity on Earth, and 
which is not to be obtain'd but by you. 
The Love of God was mightily pleas d 
with the religious Deſire of his new 
Servant, and which he ſaw each Mo- 
ment improve and advance, eſpecially 
when he told him, it was no Wonder, 
that he was ſo hard to be met with, 
ſince he was of divine Extraction and 
Son of the Lord of the Univerſe. There 

is 
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is a Myſtery in that, reply'd the Love 
of God, and greater than you are a- 
ware of : For there are * ſome, who 
think they have not found or known 
me, tho' I am very near them, and 
ſometimes wholly poſſeſs them. And 
there are others, who vainly flatter 
themſelves, that they have found me, 


—_— 


* Some, &c. Thele may be not unlike the 
Publican in the Goſpel, whoſe Humility ren= 
ders all their Acts acceptable to God: For 
there are two Things which make our Prayers 
and all publick Acts eſpecially of no Effect, 
and they are Confidence of our Righteoutnefs, 
and Contempt of others; but an humble Heart 
is contrary to both theſe, WF. 

+ Others, &c. Altho' we confeſs that what- 


foever we have, we have it of God; yet are 


we delpis'd of God, as proud and arrogant, 
if we put never ſo little Truſt in our den 
Works before God. Theſe aie thole who 
think they love God, and have arriv'd to the 
Perfection of it, becauſe they are fond of 
themſelves; but the meek, the humble, the 
ſelt-denying Man, who thinking the worſt 
of himſelf, will not ſuppoſe the Love of God 
near, becauſe he doth nor deſerve him, injoys 


more of it, than the vain-glorious lelf-con- 
ceited Phariſee. | | 


when 
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when at the ſame Time they know 
nothing of me. 

Here Deſiderius begg'd to know his 
Condition and Office, that he might 
be ſatisfied whether he was near him 
or not. My Duty and Buſineſs, ſaid 
he, is to love God; to do which I 
have the greateſt Obligation, for I an 
nearly related to the * Knowledge of 
God. But, pray, reply'd Deſiderius, how 
do you love God? I love him, an- 


ſwered he, witch the moſt pure and re- 


find Deſire ; my Soul and all my Fa- 
culties are wholly taken up with the 


divine Rapture and Contemplation of 


His Goodneſs £ I leave no Difficulty 
unattempted to gain the Knowledge 
of him, and for it think my felf in 


Duty bound to praiſe him always, 


that others mov'd by my Example may 


do ſo too. How vaſtly do you eſteem 


_ 7 4 * # nw. F | 1 " 4 


* 


 * Rnowledgeof God. This is very appoſitely 


called a Relation to the Love of God; for the 
Lore of God being an Act of Love rais'd by a 
clear Apprehenhon oft his Excellency and 
Goodneſs, it is plain we can not be truly ſaid 
to love God, till we know him. K 
| | the 
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che Favour of an earthly Potentate? 
And is not eternal Happineſs, the Gift 
of an immortal King infinitely more 
preferable ? Yet this without the Love 
o God is not to be obtain'd ; and who 
2 deſerves the Injoyment of what he ne- 
ver ſincerely lov'd ? It is my great 
Care and Concern to do nothing that 
may diſpleaſe or affront my God] but 

if thro' the Frailty of my Nature [ 
happen in any Thing to offend him, 
I immediately deprecate his Diſplea- 
W ſure by asking Pardon and amending 
= my Life; by which I am receiv'd into 
& Favour again. And fince the Gttat- 
W neſs and Goodneſs of God is ſuch, I 
think it not only my Duty to do what 
he has commanded , but what even 
the loweſt and meaneſt of out Family 
W ſhall in his Name injoin me. Then 


with the moſt profound Reverence, 
Devotion, Joy, Humility and Love; 
by the Help of which T know how 
much I love him, and whether I obey 
him as I ought, I know I offer him 
the moſt acceptable Service; for how 

can I expe& my Services to be 5. 

1 R u 


in all my Addreſſes T approach him 


8 
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ful to him, or that I ſhould be lov'd 
by him, if I do not perform what he 
commands me 2 | 

In this Diſpoſition of Love Ireſolv'd 
to do my Duty; to which when I had 
once oblig'd my ſelf, I thought it ill 


more neceſſary, making God's Word 
the Rule of my Thoughts and Actions; 


the Ignorance of which hath cauſed 
too many to offend; tho' they, who 


know it and neglect ir, have much 


more to Anſwer for; the former of- 
ſending thro' Ignornace, the later a- 


gainft the Light of Knowledge, which | 


is ſinning for the ſake of Sin. The Ob- 
ligations under which I have laid my 
ſelf, I indeavour to obſerve with my 


utmoſt Faithfulneſs and Care; eſpe- } 


cially thoſe of * Obedience, Chaſtity and 
| Poverty. 


* Obedience, Chaftity and Poverty, are three 
grand Helps in the Conduct of Lite, and Per- 


ſuit of the Love of God: For by Obedience we 


reſign our ſelves wholly up to the Will and 
Directions of God. By Chaſtity we deny out 
ſelves all carnal Pleaſures, which ate too apt 
to ingage and detiipate our Minds, waei 


they ſhould be better imploy'd: And by Pro- 
| teſſion 


„ 


hd 4.4 Ah 


Original Pilgrim. I45 
Poverty. Theſe are my conſtant Com- 
panions, by whoſe Help I am inabled 
to do my Duty in other Reſpects; and 
therefore I have a more ſtrict Regard 
to them, leaſt I ſhould in any Thing 
offend : To prevent which 1 thus in- 
terrogate my ſelf every Morning: 
Conſider; O my Soul, how thou ob- 
ſerveſt theſe three Virtues of Obedience, 
Chaſtity and Poverty, and that thou of- 
fend not in Deed, Word or Thought. 
Likewiſe at Night I call my ſelf to a 
ſtrict Account, and ſcrutinize into the 
moſt ſecret Receſſes of my Soul, to 
try whether I have been deficienc in 
any Part of my Duty. 5 

But for my further Aſſiſtance in the 
Performance of my Duty, 1 ſtrictly 
practiſe theſe three ſpiritual Exerciſes, 
Viz. Toask Nothing; To deſire Nothing; 


To think of Nothing. The firſt of theſe 


inſtructs me in Obedience; for by asking 


. 
= 
_ 
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feſſion of Poverty we are ſecure from thoſe 
Cloggs, Riches and worldly Cites, which ' 
would take our Minds off from that real 
Wealth of Heaven which is imperiſhable by 
Time or Accidents. N 

No- 
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Nothing I caſt my ſelf intirely upon 
Providence, which renders me more 
dear to my God, who for my Truſting 
in him is as ready as able to ſupply my 
Wants; and by this holy Dependance, 
and taking no Care or Thought forthe 
Things of this World, I am more at 
Leiſure to contemplate the divine 
Goodneſs, and exerciſe my ſelf in ſpi- 
ritual Affairs: For ſhould I give Way 
to my unruly Will to ask, it might be- 
zray me into a dangerous Curioſity, 
which may- prove a Snare and Tem- 
ꝓtation to me, for under the Pretence 
of. Neceflity there lurk many Sins, 
eſpecially in thoſe Things which re- 
late to the Support of the Body, as 
Food, Raiment, Cc. 

Deſiderius had heard the Lowe of Gad 
with great Attention and Patience hi- 
therto, but now not rightly appre- 
Hending him, he thus haſtily inter- 
rupted. Muſt we not ask under the 
ſevere : Preſſures of Neceſſity? Yes, 


reply'd he, with great Mildneſs, you | 


may and ought, but wich humble Re- 
ſignation to the Will of God, and not 
by the Impulis of -your own _ 
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Original Pilgrim. 147 
But how, anfwer'd he, ſhall I know 
the Difference? Thus, ſays the Love 
of God: you are under no Neceſſity 
of asking, when you can bear the 
Want of what you would have with- 
out any Detriment of Body or Mind. 
But, if you can not without great Da- 
mage of Health or otherwiſe be with- 
out it, it would be Sin not to ask it. 
Again, if you are convinc'd you can 
ſuſtain Life without the Thing you 
would ask, tho' under ſome Incon- 


venigncies and Trouble, you ought 


to decline it.; nay, tho' the "Thing 


you deſire may be, or ſeem ſomewhac 


neceſſary, it is an eminent Pitch of 
Virtue to deny your ſeif the Injoy- 


ment of it, tho otherwiſe you might 


lawfully and without Offence ask it. 
And this Self-denial for the ſake of the 
Love of God is à great and indearing 
Recommendation to divine Provi- 
dence, But if the Thing you would 
ask, be of ſuch a Nature, that you can 


eaſily be without it, then if you ask 


it, you may be aſſur'd it is the Act of 
your own Will, tho' it be colourd 
over With the ſpecious Pretence of a 

G 2 holy 
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148 Deſiderius, or the bly 
holy Deſire and ſeeming Neceſſity: 4 
And in this Caſe you will find, that | 
Sin does not always ſhew it ſelf open- 
ly, but more often lurks under the 
Mask of Piety and Neceſſity. This 
is the Way to diſcover whether the 
Thing you ask proceeds from your 
own Will or Neceflity : And leaſt any 
one ſhould be deceiv'd by his own 
Judgment or the Appearance of the 
Thing, let him ſtrictly inquire into, 
and try the Strength of his own Vir- 

tue; and wherein he ſhall find him- 
ſelf deficient, ler him conſult the holy 
Scriptures, and take the Advice of 
wiſe and godly Men. | 
Having ſuccinctly explain'd the fir 
ſpiritual Exerciſe, viz. of Asking No- i 
thing, I now proceed to the other two, © 

of Deſiring Nothing and Thinking of No» i 

thing. | 9 
That of Asking Nothing neceſſarily 

proceeds from that of Deſiring Not bing; 

for it is moſt certain, that we can not 
be ſuppos'd to ask what we did not 
firſt defire. And therefore the Cauſe 
of deſiring being remov'd, the Act of 

Asking, which is the Effect, ceaſes of 

| = Courſe. 
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Courſe. And herein the great Neceſ- 
ſity of this holy Exerciſe of. 4:/iring 
Nothing appears ; for by it Chaſticy is 
ſupported, whoſe Duty is to deſire no- 
thing worldly or carnal ; and this 1s 
maint2in'd by che third ſpiritual Ex- 
erciſe, that of Thinking Nothing; for 
from Thoughts good or bad proceed 
Deſires, and from them Demands, 
Now, that you may not miſlake me, 
by Thinking Nothing, I mean Thinking 
Nothing ill ; for no Man can naturally 
be fuppos'd to think Nothing. Put 
the Nature of the Thought I mean 
here is ſuch as is reſolute and fix'd 
with the Conſent of Reaſon, and our 
Will reſign'd to the Will of God. 

Ihe greateſt Danger of deviating 
from theſe ſpiritual Exerciſes gene- 


"rally proceeds from a Neglect of guard- 


ing the Senſes, eſpecially the Eye ; 
Which is too oft a fatal Inlet of unchaſt 
Thoughts, and from thence of impure 
Deſires into the Soul; which Danger 

is by Care prevented. | 
Theſe three ſpiritual Exerciſes thus 
religiouflyperform'd preſervemy Mind 
from all worldly Pollution, and the per- 
3 nicious 


150 Defidernis, er the 


nicious Effects of my own Will; purge 
my Heart from al! Impurity ; extin- 
guiſh ſordid Self-love, and intirely u- 
nite me to my Lord and Maſter. And 
to firengthen me the more, I con- 
ſtantly practiſe all other holy Exer- 
Ciſes, as well thoſe which relate to 
Humility, as thoſe that belong to o- 
ther Vircues ; which carry this Reward 
with them, that they procure to my 
Soul an intire Quiet, and prepare it 
for heavenly Entertainments. | 
But beſides the former Duties which 
are requiſite to qualify us for the Love 
of God, (for the more we are indu'd 
with Purity of Mind, the more clear- 
ly we behold and know him) I take 
to, my Aſſiſtance two other Duries, 
called the Fear and Reverence of God. 


Theſe I acquire by conſidering with 


wy ſelf, who the Lord is, and who I 
am. I contemplate him as the moſt 
ſacred and divine Majeſty of Heaven 
and Earth; only worthy to be fear'd 
and reverenc'd of all his Creatures. I 
conſider the bleſſed Condition of his 
holy Attendants, the miniftring Spi- 
' Tits, which execute his Will, * 
ore 


_— 
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fore whom they in Raptures of Praiſe” 
and Adoration fall on their Faces. I 
think of him as the Searcher of Hearts, 
the Lord of Life and Death, and in 
whoſe, Hands are all the Powers of 
eternal Happineſs and Miſery. And 
when I have thus ruminated on his 
Greatneſs, and Goodneſs, I find my 

ſelf ſometimes. fo affected with Fear, 

that I am ready to expire, eſpecially 
when I confider his Greatneſs and my. 

own Unworthineſs. But then again 

I am comforted with the Thought of 

his tender Goodneſs to me; who, not- 
withſtanding my Vileneſs and Ingra- 
titude, ſo graciouſly condeſcends to 
permit me to approach him, to addreſs 
my ſelf familiarly to him, and to feed 
on him. Sometimes, being touched 
with a more than uſual Senfe of my 
own Unworthineſs, I thus expoſtulate 
with him. Wherefore, O my Lord, 
ſhould'ſt thou admit ſuch “ Vile 
| : Wretches 
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Vile, &c. This ſhews how great an Ho- 
nour it is for us poor Worms of the Earth to 
be allow'd to ſpeak ſo freely to the e 
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Wretches to appear before thee? Does 
it become the Royal Majefty of the 
Univerſe to be attended by Duſt and 
Aſhes? In Anſwer to this, his Exceſs 
of Goognefs melts me into Tears, and 
he forbids me to inquire further, ſay, 
ing, This is no Part of Duty requir'd 
of you, nor are you of your ſelf able 
to ſet abouc it. Why I have call'd you 
ro be my Servant is beſt known to my 
felf. Do you take Care diligently to 
dilcharge your Duty, and be ſolici- 
tous about nothing elſe. 

Being thus prepar'd with Humility, 
Fear and Reverence, pray, ſays Deſi- 


* 
* — 


of Heaven. If an earthly Prince ſhould but 
vouchſafe to let one of his meaneſt Subjects 
talk ſamiliarly with him, it would be look'd 
upon as a great Honour; that Man, how de- 
fpicable fouever he was before, would then be 
the Envy of all his Neighbours; and no 
doubt but he would gladly imbrace all Op- 
| ans cf receiving ſo great an Honour, 

ut alas! This is nothing to the Honour is 
offered us, who ate allowed, nay invited to 


7 to, and converſe with the King of 


we in all Neaſon be to it? 
| derius , 


ings; and therefore how forward ſhould 
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Truth, Juſtice, Wiſdom, & c. of which none 
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derius, in what manner do you addzels 


gout ſelf to him? I pay my Duty in 
rayer, ſays he, not grudgingly or 
unwillingly, but with Attention, Di- 
ligence, Devotion, Chearfulneſs and 
Good- will; and when J apply to him 
for any particular Favour or Bleſſing, 
(as I frequently muft, becauſe. k am 
always in Want). I begin with Praiſe 
and. Thankſgiving, which is moſt ac- 
ceptable to him; for in praviing him 

commemorate all his wondrous 
Works; in Which I not only pleaſe 
him, but greatly delight my ſelf, with 
the ſame Pleaſure, extolling his Pow» 
er, Wiſdom and. other * Attzibutes. 


1 
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Attributes. There's nothing more ad- 
vances the Praiſe of Gad, and the Reaſon for 
lo doing, than commemarating and extolling. 
the Attributes of God; for the ineffable: 
(Greatneſs. of his Power, Goodnels, Mercy, 


but God himſelf can be faid:te. be Maſter, 
muſt {trike a moſt awful Reverence upon ours 
Minds. And when we contider him thus -auft- 
nitely Great and Good, and acknowledge.him- 
inch. we ſhall with Pleaſure perform to him 
all thole. Duties which belong from: a Croa- 

a | | 5 LI iS > 
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Then I repeat the particular Mercies 
which he hath beftow'd on hisServants, 
{till praiſing and magnifying his holy 
Name for them. Nor do E only praiſe 
him for his Mercies to his Servants, 
but his immenſe Love and Goodneſs 
to his Enemies, whom he graciouſly 
courts by the daily Bleflings he heaps 
on them, to return and reconcile them- 
jelves to him. But, ſays Defideri as, 
why do you ſo much affect this Duty 


of 4 Praiſe ſe ? Becauſe replies the Love 
of God, > wk 


Act of Humility is wonderfully accep- 
table to him; for whilſt we admire 
and adore his Greatneſs, Excellency, 


Goodneſs, c. we can not forges our 


own Meanneſs and wretched Condi- 


tion, of which we can not be more 


— — 


* Praiſe is a Part ofeBrayer, hereby we 
thank.and. bleſs God for all his Mercies Spi- 
ritual and. Femporal, either ta our own Per- 
ions, and t haſe that immediately belong to us, 
or to the Church and Nation whereof we are 
Members, or yet more 2 to all Mankind, 
* Cw Egenues as Friends... | 


— 


e more I magnify and extol 
him, the more I debaſe my ſelf; which 


ſe ne 
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ſenſible than by comparing it with that 
| of the great Creator of all Things. 

Having thus out of a due Conſide- 
* ration of his Omnipotence and Excel- 
lence devoted my ſelf to his Service, 
and reſolv'd, that nothing in this 


World, of ever ſo great Moment, 
© ſhall prevail wich me to. offend, him; 
Il pray to him for Strength to inable 
me to perſevere in my Duty; for For- 
= giveneſsofall paſt Tranſgreſſions, and 


to aſſiſt me with his Grace to think of 
# and love nothing but himſelf. And 
ſince he has been pleas d to admit me 
to the Honour of his Service and Fa- 
= miliacity with him, I humbly beg the 
Help of his reſtraining Grace, to keep 

me from ſcandalizing him by any 
wicked Action. Akerward: I pray for 
all thoſe, to whom I have any tempo- 
ral or ſpiritual Obligation; and not 
only for this Family, but all Mankind; 
that God would-be merciful to them, 
and incline their Hearts to know; - 
love:and praiſe him. And all this 1 
offer to him with a true and unfeigned - - 
Sincerity and Purity of Hear: “ 
But, y Now Deſiderias, how do'your aps 
5 Quire- 
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quire this Sincerity and Purity of 
Heart? I indeavour it, replies he, 
with all my Might, by keeping a 
ſtrict Guard over my Facukies, watch- 
ing my Thoughts, Words and Actiom, 
reſtraining my Senſes, and cloſely re- 
raining Simplicity; by the Help of 
which I candidly and charitably inter- 
pret all I fee and hear for the beſt. 
And that I may be ſecure from all Fear 
and Danger, I give up my felt wholly 
to my Lord and Maſter, and propote 
him the Centre of all my Joy, Com- 
fort and Pleaſure. And for this Cauſe 
I have reſolv'd to wean my ſelf from 
the World, and be wholly at Leiſure 
to him, and never go from him, but 
when he commands me. But, ſays 
De ſiderius, is Reading of no Uſe? It 
zs very good and neceſſary, anſwer'd 
the Love of God; yet not for the ſake 
of making your ſelf learned or skilful, 
but to improve your ſelſ in the Know- 
ledge and Love of God. And for this 
there is no need of many Books. What 
I chiefly regard and defire is, that I 
may transfer the Love of my Soul in- 
tirely to that of God, and-ungte " — 
©) | ig 
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Aid to be preſeng and converſe with God. 
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Affections of my Heart, my Reaſon 
and Underſtanding to him. His Love 
is al|-fufficient to me; it is that alone, 
which can teach and inſttuct mein all 
Things, and in the very Act of loving 
him I can diſcover more Secrets and 
Myſteries than all the Books in the 
World contain. And when I am pre- 
ſent with him, I learn more Purity of 
Mind, Fear, Devotion, Rever 

Compunction, Fortitude and Subdu- 
ion of the Fleſh, than from Reading: 
And I am certain that God will not fo 
much require an Account of me, how 
much I have ftudied, and how much 
I have read, as how much I have loved 
him. Not that I condemn Reading, 
for I think it highly neceſſary for thioſa, 
who. are ignorant of the Ways of the 
Lord: Theſe ought to ſpend much 
Time in reading, that by it they may 


PEER! — 
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* Preſent, That is at the Tine of Prayer 
and Meditation, when we are firictly and de- 
voutly imployed in addreſſing ous [elves to, of 
thinking of him; for that is rhe Time, whilft 
we live here below, that we can properly be 
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keep his Will and Commandments. 
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be inſtructed in ſpiritual Exerciſes, and 
learn to love and fear God. A Ruſtick 
that is unus'd to the Manners of a 
Court, is very unfit to approach the 
Royal Preſence, and addreſs a tem- 
poral Prince. The Caſe is the ſame 
in Spirituals, for by reading and other 
holy Exerciſes, we muſt qualify our 
ſelves to approach the divine Good- 
neſs. When I apply my ſelf to my 

God, I. think it highly neceſfary to 
have my Thoughts and all my Facul- 
ties wholly intent upon. him, becauſe 
his all-ſeeing Eye can diſcover the 
left Wandering or Neglect: This 
makes. me approach him with the 
greater Reverence and Attention, 
Laſtly I praiſe and thank him for all 
the Bleſſings he hath beſtowed upon 
me, and the reſt of Mankind, which 
I the oftner recognize, that I may re- 
tain the Memory of them, and avoid 
the Imputation of Ingratitude. - 

What J have: hitherto {aid of the 
Love of God, implies the Love of him 
ſo far as not to offend him; and to 


There is yet another Degree of the 
e Love 


ad. ä 
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Love of God; and that is, to do all 
Things, which I know, or can bue 
think are acceptable and pleaſing to 
him. But how, cries Deſiderius, can 
you tell, that what you do may pleaſe 
him? There are two Things, anſwer'd 
the Love of God, which aſſure me of 
this; vis. When T love what he loves, 
and hate what he hates. As to the 
firſt, I love his Son as the moſt de- 
lightful, moſt amiable and moſt deſi- 
rable Object of my Affection; but 
much more, becauſe he is molt like 
his Father, to whom he was all Obe- 
dience, and whom the Father loves 
as himſelf, becauſe he is more. like 
him than any natural Child ever was 
to his own Parent, And that Unity 
and Love which is betweenthe Father 
and the Son is ſo great, that they both 
are but one; and tho they be diſtinct 
in Perſon, yet they are but one in 
Eſſence. For this Son the Father with 
his own. Hands made a Carment, 


2 | S023 


* Garment.-This is an Emblem of the Chri- 
ſtian Prieſthood, which was firſt inflituted by 
theFather,andtbeSonthe firſt nee | 
l #f * Ucn. - 
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ſuch as Shepherds wear; cloth d with 
which he went from his Father's 
Court, (tho notwithſtanding he is al- 
ways preſent with him) and came in- 
to this Wilderneſs, to find his ſcatter d 
Flock; where he had not long been, 
but he was ſlain by Wolves, This 
God permitted out of his immenſe 
Love to us, that we, who dwell in his 
Houſe and live by his Bounty, might 
be fenfible of his tender Affection, 
who ſpared not his only and beloved 
Son, but ſuffered him to be ſacrificed 
for us. This melancholick Relation 
touch'd Defederius fo ſenſibly, that he 
could not forbear Tears: But the Love 
f God went on. Altho' God the Fa- 
ther permitted his Son thus to die, yet 
he ſoon rais d him from the Grave in 
a much more glorious and triumphant 
State, than what he had appe ar d in 
before, and ſummoning his Sheep to- 
gether, he left them as a Monument | 
of his Care; for being receiv d up in- 
to Glory, where he ſits at his Fathers 
15855 Hand, he continues a conſtant 
ediatar for them, This was the 
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without which it would be impoſſible 
for us to ſubſiſt. In grateful Memory 
of which we make him the Centre of 
our Love, and aim at nothing but 
what may pleaſe him. But how, cry d 
Deſiderius, do you love and pleaſe him 2 
By commemorating his moſt holy Life, 


reply'd the Love of God, bis Agony 
and bloody Sweat; his Croſs and Pal- 
2 fon; his precious Death and Burial? 
his glorious Refurrection and Aſcen- 
| from; his infinite Love in tending the 


Holy Ghoſt to comfort us, and by a 
ſtrict Obſervation of his moſt iacred 
Inftitutions I conform my ſelf as far as 


= I am able to his moſt holy Wil and 


Pleaſure: For God moſt affectionately * 
loves them, who ſtudioufſy imitate the 


= Example of his bleſſed Son. And for 
this Caufe ic was that he fent his Sen 
to live amongſt and inſtruct us, who 
before led a Life little differing from 
chat of Brutes. Him therefore God 
che Father hath propos d to us as 
MNirrour, by contemplating which we 

arrive at the Knowledge of his Wil 
| cn 


and our own Duty. | 
But, continued the Love of Cad, there 
is 
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is another Thing to be obſerv'd, and MW. 
that is the Love of our Neighbour, which p 
is a Duty God fo ſtrictly requires of 


v 
us, that whatever we do to him, whe- is 
ther good or evil, he looks upon it as v 
done to himſelf, But pray, ſays De- I 
derius, how do you love him? Equal- it 


ly with my ſelf, anſwer'd he; for in 1 
the firſt Place I eſteem him as my Su- 

periour, and in all Things agreeable Þ f 
to Virtue and Religion, I pay him a 
Reſpe& accordingly. Then I am very 
cautious how I diſoblige or afflict him, 
and make it my Buſineſs te do him all 
the Offices of Love and Friendſhip. I 
think no ill of him, hut charitably ex- 
caſe what I ſee amiſs in him. I never 
haftily reprove him, but pity and bear 
with his natural Defects and Infirmi- 
ties, and condole his Misfortunes and 
Afflictions. I never detract from or 
flatter him in his Abſence, nor allow 
the ſame in others. I pray to God to 
keep and love him, and to bleſs him 
with all ſpiritual- and temporal Gifts, 
as well as my ſelf. If it pleaſe God to 
diſpenſe an extraordinary Portion of 
worldly Bleflings, I rejoyce with f 
; an 
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nd when God viſits him with his Dif- 


pleaſure, I mourn with him, as if it 
were my own Caſe. His Proſperity. 
is a uſeful Hint to me of my own Un- 
worthineſs; for which Reaſon, I think 
FE ought to be ſubſervient to him, be- 


ing ſatisfied, chat he is mightily be- 


lov'd of God. 


After the ſame Manner I behave my 
ſelf in thoſe Things which relate to 


out Community, to which I pay a ſa- 


cred Regard, becauſe they tend to the 
Worſhip and Honour of God, and the. 


| Preſervation of this Family. I take 


particular Care, that nothing be ne- 


glected or omitted in what concertis. © 


the Obſervation of our Conſtitution, 
and Ceremonies of our holy Religion; 
For which <0 ſome have too little 
Re ſpect, yet I am perſuaded, that un- 
leſs they had been very acceptable to 
God, the Holy Spirit would not have 
promoted the Inſtitution of them. And 
therefore with moft profound Reve- 
rence and Humility I obſerve them, as 
tending to the Worſhip and Honour of 
God: And who are ſo much oblig d 
to ſerve and honour God, as 8 

2 
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he hath created in his own Image, ande 
to. whom he hath given Excellence 
and Pre-eminence over all other Parts 
of the Creation? Temporal Princes 
demand and expect a juſt Deference 
and Service from their Subjects in the 
moſt minute Circumſtance; and ſhall 
not we much more revere and adore 
the King of Kings, eſpecially ſince he 
allows us free Acceſs, and expects cur 
daily Addreſſes? The Negle of this 
Service is too apparent in the World, 
for there, if at all, he is ſerved with Þ 
ſuch Indifference, that they think the | 
moſt negligent ſlovenly Manner good 
-—£2cugh.. But tho' the whole World 
deſert his Service, Iwill to the laſt per- 
ſevere in.my Duty to him. 

But ffill, continued the Lowe of God, 
there remains ancther Thing,by which 
I know when my Actions pleaſe God; 
and that is when I hate thoſe Things, 
which he hates. Now I am fully per- 
ſuaded, that my Lord hath two great 
Enemies, the World and the Fleſh: 
Theſe [ hate, and as Rebels to my God 
and King declare War . againſt them, 
and reſolve never to have Familiarity 
or 
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Original Pilgrim. 165 
or Converſation with them, but when 
God ſhall command me; whoſe Pre- 
cepts weigh more with me than m 

ownReſolution. Therefore when God 
leaves it to my Choice, I ſtudiouſly a- 
void all Occaſions of converfing with 
Men. But when he thinks fit to ſend 
me into the World, I readily obey him, 
and having perform'd his Will I return 
with all the HaftT can, leaſt by tarry- 
ing too long I ſhould attract ſome 
Contagion, and be captivated and in- 
ſnared with the Frauds of it: For J 
am ſure, that whoever at this Time 
converſes with the World, tho' he be 
no Loofer, is cettain to be no Gain» 
er. For the ſame Reaſon 1 am con- 
ſtantly upon my Guard againft the In- 
firmities of my Fleſh, which is no leſs 
dangerous an Enemy to God and my 


Soul, and therefore I hate and abhor 
my own Impurity; I reſtrain all evil 


Motions and unlawful Deſires, and 
check all paſſionate Pertu rbations and - 
inordinate Propenſions, which I know 
are odious and ungrateful to my God; 
for the Love of whom I ſometimes ſe- 
clude my ſelf from the Converſation 
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even of this Family, not appearing 
but when Charity or Neceſſity demand 
my Preſence. And this I do, not out 
of any Contempt or Pride, or that I 
think them unworthy of my Company 
(for as I told you before I look upon 
them as my Superiours) but that I am 
unworthy of theirs. For this Reaſon 
I ſeldom converſe with them, but 
when I am oblig'd or commanded. 
It's ſtrange, ſaid Deſiderius, that you 
ſhould ſhun the Converſation of fo 
happy a Society! You will not think | 
it ſo, anſwer'd the Love of God, when 
you conſider the State of Religion at 
this Time in the World: Reflect but 
on thoſe who are call'd Religious in a 
 Monaſtick State ; they, that ought to 
deny the World, and all earthly Splen- 
dour, live up to the Grandeur and 
Luxury of Princes: Their Monaſteries 
are ſo many ſtately Palaces, and they 
indulge themſelves in Plenty and Plea- 
ſure: Their Converſation is of no- 
thing but worldly Affairs, and their 
Minds are ſeldom at Leiſure to ſerve 
God, ſcarcely in the Choir, where 
the holy Offices are perform'd wx 
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ſuch Coolneſs and Indifference, that | 
they ſeem in them rather cuſtomar 

Habits, than religious Duties, Nay 
even this poor Service in them is per- 
ſectly extorted, and they can ſcarcely 


be ſaid to be religious but in the Name 


and Habit of their Order. This Neg- 
ligence makes them Strangers to God, 
of whoſe Love, or any Thing rela- 
ting to him, they have no Taft; for 
which Cauſe they are hated and de- 
ſpiſed by him. This is the true Reg- 
ſon why I affect Solitude; for being a- 
lone I am more at Leiſure to pray to 
and praiſe God; by which holy Ex- 
erciſes my Soul is ſo inflam'd with the 
Love of him, that I the more readily 
ſhake Hands with the World, and be- 
take my ſelf wholly to him, who is 


my only Joy and Delight. 


But, good Sir, ſays Deſiderias, will | 


not the World be apt to accuſe you of 


Singularity for this Reſervedneſs? 1 


value not that, reply'd he; for my 


Buſineſs is not to pleaſe Men, eſpo- 

cially ſuch as diſpleaſe God; and ſd 
long as I occaſion no Scandal or H g- 
tence to any, they may think or ſa y, 
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of me what they pleaſe. What I do 
is my Duty; and if you deſire my Ac- 
quaintance and Friendſhip, you muſt 
do as I have done. EV 
De ſiderius was mightily pleas'd with 
the Converſation of the Love of God, 
and having well weigh'd what he had 
ſaid to him, he ask'd him, whether 
after he had done all this he had any 
Thing to fear? Yes, reply'd he; for 
after I have done my Duty, J am ve- 
ry careful to guard my ſelf againſt 
Vain-glory and Self-comceit, which are 
very waechful to betray me. For, if 
theleonce creep in upon my Thoughts, 
and that I grow vain and value my 
ſelf upon what I have done, I am cer- 
tain to be expell'd this Place, But 
from them I ſecure my ſelf by practi- 
ſing thoſe holy Leſſons I receiv'd from 
that pious Matron Humility, and which 
are my conſtant Companions. . : 
Defiderius being fully ſatisfied with | 
what he had heard, begg'd the Lowe of 
God to introduce him into the Houſe. ö 
That 1 will, faid he; and ſince your } 
Mind is fo well form'd, I will conduct | 
you to a Friend and Relation of _ ] 
2 who f 
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who in Office and Dignity is Supert- 
our to me. Deſiderius delicing to know 
his Name, he told him he was call'd 
the Deſire of God; whom they met up- 
on their Entrance into the Houſe: He 
ſeeing a Stranger in Company with 
the Love of God, ask'd his Buſineſs. De- 
ſiderius told him he begg'd the Honour 
of being admitted into the Number of 
his Servants. The Deſire of God being 
very much pleas'd with the Readineſs 
and Affection of Deſiderius, told him, 
that if he had a Mind to live with him, 
he muſt be fitſt well inſtructed by his 
Brother the Love of God. That Deſide- 
rius told him had been already done, 
and that with the divine Aſſiſtance he 
was reſolv'd to perſue his Direction. 


But, continu'd he, I am not certain 


whether Jam, without all Ambiguity, 


throughly indued with the Love cf 


God; and therefore humbly ſubmit 
that Point to you, for I can affirm no- 
thing of my ſelf. The Deſire ff G 
was charm'd with the Humility of De- 
ſiderius, and therefore was ealily pre- 
vail'd upon to give an Account ef 
Himſelt and py in this Manner. 
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As Man, ſays he, by a true Knowledge 
of himſelf comes to a thro' Contempt 
of himſelf, and by a true Knowledge 
of God arrives atthe true Love of God, 
ſo by the great Love of God he attains 
to a greater Deſire of God. Now he 
that would gain me, who am called 
the Deſire of Ged, muſt deſire nothing 
that reliſhes of the World: For the 
Deſire of God inſpires ſuch with a 
Generoſity and Excellence of Mind, 
that ſets themabove deſiring any Thing 
but the chief and only Good, which 
is God; and when a Man is arriv'd 
to this ſublime Deſire, tho' he be of 
beggarly Extraction, I prefer him to 
the Condition of Kings, Whoever is 
indu'd with this Defire, he thinks and 
{peaks of nothing but God: God is 


bis Treaſure, and there his Heart is 


fix d. It is the true and ſolid Refe- 
ction of the holy Mind, which nothing 
elle can ſupply. By Virtue of this, 
continned he, I injoy the higheſt Poft 
of Honour in our Family. It is in my 
Power to admit what Friend I pleaſe ; 
I am the Meffenger of divine Love; 
1 approach him the neareft of * ; L 
| . an 


„ „ www foch, 


i... 


Ts EE a on att” 4a = Xx QYgFeAea+£jt #Amcd ffo no £m 6, wwoaQmC 


Original Pilgrim. 171 
ſtand next to him, and am heard of 
him the ſooneſt of any; in fine, it is 
in my Power to diſtribute the Fruit of 
that excellent Tree call d the Vin or 
Sight of God. | 

Pray, ſays Deſiderins, is this Fruit 
{weet? For when I was at Humility's 
Houſe, they gave me Fruit, which 
was ſo ſharp I could ſcarce ſwallow 
it, This Fruit, ſaid the Deſire of Ged, 
is indeed [weet, but it may differ in 
Proportion to the Appetite and Palate 
of the Eater; for to ſome it is ſweets 
er than to others. Pray, cries Defides 
rius, how mult I taſt or eat this Fruit? 
Very ſparingly, ſays he: For the Vir- 
tue of it is ſuch, that the left Morſel 
is ſufficient for the molt voracious 
Stomach. But if any one happens to 
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take more of it than his Stomach can 


digeſt, it will do him much Hurt; 


Wherefore it is neceſſary to eat ſpas 
ringly of it, till we ſhall eat ic wich 
our Lord in the Place where we {halt 
be filled wich it to all Eternity. 

Upon this Deſederins was very pref- 
ſing for the Fruit, and intreated the 
Deſire of God to give him ſome of it: 
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Who told him, that it was of it ſelf 
the pureſt Thing in the World, and 
therefore was not to be touch'd or 
eaten by any Perſon that was not per- 
fectly clean. I would gladly be clean, 
ſaid Deſiderius, that I might eat of this 
Fruit, but where ſhall 1 get Water? 
will conduct you, ſays he, to a Foun- 
tain that runs Night and Day; the 
Name of it is Holy Religion. Deſiderius 
Having according to Direction waſh'd 
Himſelf, eat of the Fruit, and was fo 
refreſh'd with it, that he could not 
Forbear expreſſing his Joy in a very 
remarkable Manner; which the Deſire 
of God obſerving he gave him a Hine, 
that after eating it was their Cuftom 
to expreſs their Thankfulneſs in fing- 
ing; and that no body that was not 
skilful in it was ſuffer'd to inhabit 
there. But how ſhall I learn to ſing, 
ſaid Deſiderius? We will go to the 
Choir, reply'd the Deſire of God, where 
you will find thoſe, who will inſtruct 
you in that divine Art. The firſt of 
our Choriſters is called Benediction, 
who performs a Treble, and bleſſes 
Dod for his Omnipotence. The * 
5 con 
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eond is named Honour, who ings a 


Contratenor, and glorifies God for his 
infinite Wiſdom, The third is Praiſe, 
who ſings a Tenor, and whoſe Buſi- 
neſs it is to extol and magnify the Ex- 
ceilence of the divine Goodneſs. The 
Fourth is Thankſgiving, who ſings a 
Baſs, and thanks the great Creator of 
the World for all the Benefits he has 
beſtowed on it. 

The Deſire of God having brought 
Deſiderius into this holy Converſation, 
ask'd him how he lik dit, and whether 
he had a Mind to return to the World ? 
To which he anſwer d; Whither can 
I go to be thus entertain'd? Or can 
it be worth while to return after ſo 
much Pains and Difficulty to get hi- 
ther? No, I ſhall not leave you, un- 
leſs you force me away. We do not 
uſe to treat People ſo, ſays he, for in- 
ſtead of thruſting them out _ againſt 
their Inclinations, we invite them to 
tarry With us, But to let them .know ]¾ ¾ 
that it is not out of any Neceſlity that 
we admit them, we ſometimes ask 
them, whether they have a Mind to 
return, Now ſince you have a Mind 
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to tarry with us, you muſt not expect 
to be idle; for no body here is allow'd 
to ſpend that precious Jewel called 
Time, but to ſome good Purpoſe, In 
the firſt Place you muſt put in Pra- 
ice chat excellent Leſſon call'd Obe- 
dience, readily doing what you are 
commanded. Bur ſuppoſe I am com- 
manded nothing, ſays Deſiderius, how 
mult I imploy my Time? You muſt 
ting and praiſe God, reply'd the De- 
fire of God; for to that End you were 
admitted here. Nay, when you are 
doing what you are commanded, you 
muſt ſing to your ſelf, that your 
Thoughts may not wander; and if 
you intend to plteafe our Lord, and 
gain his Favour, you ought when you 
are at Leiſure to retire and: converſe 
with him by your ſelſ. Then youll 
hear what he will fay to you, and he 
will reveal thoſe Secrets to you, which 
will make you fond of him. Cant 
be admitted to his Apartment and 
talk with him, ſays Defiderims * pet 7 
readily, anſwer's the Deffire of God, 
provided you approach with Humi- 
lity, which is a great Pleaſure to 15 
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for he loves to be applied to; and 
whoever rhus addrefles him, tho' he 
be of the molt mean and abject Con- 
dition, he is welcome: And then he 
is ſo graciouſly good, that he mates 
no Diſtinction of Perfons, provided 
they be of an humble Mind ; For as 
he created all Men out of the ſame 
Matter, they are materially equal to 
him. But the Way to be higheſt in 
his Eſteem is to be low in our own, 
And truly the greateſt Part of thoſe 
that live here are of mean Extraction; 
for whom the World deſpiſes, God 
chooſes for his Service, wich this In- 
tent, to let the Inhabitants of this 
Nface know, that they have not gain 
Admittance here thro the ir own Me- 


rits, but by his gracious Good hes. 


If you ſtay with us, you will have 
frequent Opportunity of converſing 
with our Lord in the Choir; to qua- 
lify your felf for which, you muſt be 
furmſh'd with theſe four Things. The 
firſt. is Benevolence, or Good: will. 
The ſecond is Humility : The third is 
Patience; and the fourth Charity. 
Which if you carefully obſerve you | 
2 : H 4 will 
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will never ſing amiſs. At firſt it is 
not to be expected you ſhould per- 
form your Part exactly ; but by Pra- 
ctice you will arrive at Perfection. 
By the help of the firft, which is 
Good- will, and is the Baſis and Foun- 
dation of the reft, you will fing a 
plain and eaſy fort of Muſick. By 
the ſecond and third, which are Hu- 
mility and Patience, you will per- 
form Contrapoint ; for Humility and 
Patience are contrary to Man's Will : 
And by the fourth, which is Charity, 
you will expreſs all Parts at once in 
a moſt intire Harmony, And if at 
any Time you happen thro' any De- 
fect of your own to ſing out of Tune, 
recur to the firſt Meaſure Good-will ; 
but if you miſtake in any of the 0- 
ther three, apply your ſelf to the 
Corrector, who will ſet you right in all. 
I have but one Thing more to fay, 
or rather to remind you of what 1 
have ſpoken before, and that is, that 
you negle not eating of the Fruit 
you took with you out of Humility's 
Garden, call'd Truft in God, which 
will make .you more ſenſible * the 
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Love and Deſire of God, and bring 
you to a more perfect Knowledge X 
both. In fine there is nothing will 
more indear and recommend you to 
God. 

Here the Dijre of God paus'd to try. 
what Uſe Defiderius would make of 
what he had ſaid; but Deſiderius hav- 
ing well digeſted this holy Converſa- 
tion, found nothing remaining to com- 
plete his Deſires, but to gain Admit- 
tance to the Lord, that he might kiſs. 
his Hand, and obtain a more perfect. 
Knowledge of him. This he urg'd 
with great Importunity; to Which. 
the Diſire of God conſented, and bid. 
him go along with him, In the Way 
a ſudden Trembling ſiez d Defiderius,. _ 
which increas'd upon his Conſidera- 7 
tion of the Majeſty of the great King, 
before whom he was going to appear. 
This Thought affected him with ſuch... 
Awe, that he durſt not advance, and 
was thinking to return. But then re- 
collecting, that tho the Majeſty of. 
this King was ſo great, that none were 
worthy to approach him, yet that E 
Was infinitely gracious and kind, pa- 
H 5, ti nt 
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tient and long-ſuffering and eafy of 
Acceſs, he took Courage, and with 
+ holy Dependance on the Royal 
Goodneſs he proceeded. ores 
Being come to the Chappel.the De- 
fre of God bid him tarry at the Door, 
all he went and told the Lord, who 
Would fpeak with bim. Whilſt he 
was gone, Defiderius was agitated. with 
Variety of Thonghts, what he ſhould 
fy. But the Deſire of God returning 
quickly, happily interrupted him, tel- 
Hng him he might go in, and himſelf 
would wait at the Door: Deſiderius 
with great Reverence entred the out- 
ward Chappel, but when he came in 
Sight of the Altar, he was ſtruck with 
lach an awful Dread, that falling pro- 
ſtrate he burſt into Tears, and could 
not lift up his Head. His former Of- 
fe nces came freſhinto bis Mind, and al- 
moſt ſank him; but his own Unworthi- 
neſs.of being admitted to ſo nearaCon- 
verſation with his God moſt deeply af- 
fected him. In this humble Puffure 
he lay for ſome Time, in holy Silence 
bemoaning his ſinful Condition; At 
laſt he heard a Voice, which bid 1 
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riſe and ſpeak. Alas! My Lord, ſaid 
he, how can I ſpeak in the Preſence 
of ſuch Majeſty ? I am unworthy to 
open my profane Mouth before Thee, 
who art Holineſs it felf. Permit me, 

I beſeech Thee in humble Silence to 
adore Thee, and bewail my poor Con- 
dition. For what Cauſe cameſt thou 
hither, ſaid the Voice? Not out of 
any Preſumption of my own Merit, 
reply'd he, but the Love and Deſire. 
of Thee. Thou haſt commanded me 
to call upon thy holy Name; thou 
haſt invited me,.and promis'd me Ac- 
ceſs, In this holy Hope I preſume to 
approach Thee, tho I know thou haſt. 
no Want or Occaſion for me. MY: 
Deſires are limited by thy Will, ankk 
it is the utmoſt of my Ambition to bo 
admitted into the Number of thy moſt” 
lowly Slaves, tho' I am unworthy of 
the leſt of thy Favours. But fInce- } 
thou haft been pleas d thus lovingly | 
to invite me, (for thou art the xter- 
nal Love, ever lovely and never ſufſ⸗- 
ficiently belov d,) be graciouſſy pleas d 
to let me continue with Thee,” and 
inflcudt mo whae to ſay 70 Thee: H 
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ſpire me with Fear and Reverence, 
that I may by no undue Approaches 
offend thy ſacred Majeſty, and San- 
Qify my Heart, that I may be wor- 
thy to be one of thy divine Levy. 
Give me a true Spirit of Humility, 
that I may obſerve and pleaſe Thee 
in this holy Family, and be graciouſly 
pleas'd to accept my Service. 

The Lord ſeeing Deſideriu in this 
happy State of Contrition, the Voice 
again thus comforted him. Ariſe and 
lay aſide thy Fear, and be aſſur'd, that 
if thou art ſincere, thy former Tranſ- 
greflions ſhall be no more remembred: 
And to confirm thy Hopes and im- 
prove thy Happineſs, I will give thee. 
four Words of future Inſtruction, 
which, if duly obſerved will admini- 
ſter great Comfort and Advantage to 
thee in all Conditions, The Words 
are theſe; I and THOU, the SUB- 
JECT and the KING. Theſe Words. 
well conſider'd and digeſted will pro- 
mote thee to ſuch Perfection and Pu- 
rity-of Heart as will ſecure thee from 
all Perturbations of Mind, and make. 
thee happy either when alone or in, 
Company. Defiz. 
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De ſiderius incourag' d with this gra- 
cious Condeſcenſion begg'd further 
Inſtruction how to make a right Uſe 
of theſe four Words, To which the 
Voice reply'd: You mult in all your 
Actions and holy Exerciſes refer to 
theſe four Words, for they ate ſo ſen- 
tentious and ſignificant, that vaſt Vo« 
lumes may be written from them, and 
are ſufficient without the Help of o- 
ther Books to ſhew you the Way to 
Perfection. For Inſtance; when you 
purpoſe to converſe with me, if you 
ſind your Devotion cool, and your 
Thoughts diſtracted, or by Reaſon of 
any ſecular Occaſion, your Heart 
not duly affected, then think of the 
two firſt Words, I and THOU. The. 
firſt of which will put you in Mind of 
what you are in Reſpe& of Me, and 
what 1 am and will be in Reſpect of 
you, if you do your Duty. By this 
Method you will exclude all outward 
Objects, and inward Conceptions of 
worldly Affairs, and think of nothing 
but me and your ſelf, The other two 
Words, the SUBJECT and the KING 


relate to, your Converſation in this 
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Family. The firſt of which implies, 
that you ought to look upon your 
ſelf as the meaneſt of Slaves, and 
ought to be ſubſervient to all; by 
which you will throughly learn Hu- 
mility and Obedience. The ſecond 
implies, That you are King of your 
felf, and may force your ſelf to do 
your Duty, if you will rightly ſet 
about it, for the Lord hath given you 
Power to do ſo. Let theſe Inftru- 
Rions ſuffice for the preſent: Go in | 
Peace. | 

Deſiderizs was ſo charm'd with this | 
heavenly Converſation, and unwil- 
ling to leave it, that he could not for- 
bear asking why he was commanded 
to quit the Preſence of his Lord? 
To which the Voice anſwer'd ; leaſt 
you ſhould grow pre ſumptuous, and 
out of Vain-glory think your ſelf wor- 
thy of it. Be content therefore with 
what you have already, and when the 
Lord thinks fit, you ſhall be called a- 
gain: But for -your further Comfort 
and Security you ſhall leave your 
Heart here, that whatever ſhall hap- 
pen, your better Part may r 
R oF with 


E => Oo . e ou 


Original Pilprim. 183 
with Him. That I moſt readily; do, 
reply Deſideriu, and humbly beteech 
my Lord to accept the poor Offering. 
It is accepted, ſaid the Voice, for 
this Time; but you muſt not think, 
that you can do this when you pleaſe; 
for ſometimes for your Chaſtiſement 
and Humiliation the Lord will refuſe 
your Offering, leaſt you grow vain 
and proud. But ſtill in alt Caſtiga- 
tions and Afflictions, remember, it is 
the divine Power that viſits you; for 
you may be affur'd, they are ſens for 
your good, and that he loveth thoſe 
whom he chaſtiſeth. mt 

Deftderiusin humble Reverence with- 
drew, and at the Door found the De- 
fre of God expecting his Return, who 
ask d him what he had been doing ſo 
long? The Converſation I have in- 
joy'd, reply'd De/iderins, was fo divine, 
that I thought the Time but ſhort ſince 
F parted with you. I congratulate 
your Happineſs, ſays the Deſire of God. 
and now that you have had the Ho- 
nour to be admitted and entertain d- 
here, you have Leave to take a fur- 
ther View of our Habitation and 1 
8 mily 
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mily-at your Leiſure. All Happineſs 
attend you. LICHEN REST 
Deſiderius being alone, immediately 
began to practiſe his Leſſon of the four 
Words I and THOU, the SUBJECT. 
and the KING; which he repeated 
to himſelf, and by mixing and tran- 
ſpoſing them, he diſcover'd an admi- 
rable Harmony and Agreement be- 
tween them. Sometimes he would 
join the firſt, which is I, with the. 
third, which is SUBJECT ;. for, ſaid 
he, for the Love of God, I am a Sub- 
ject and a Servant, Then he would 
Join the firſt with the laſt, which is 
KING; for, ſaid he, I am a King, 
ſo long as I.ſerve my God, to ſerve 
whom is to reign. Then he would. 
tranſpoſe the Words another Way, 
and join KING with SUBJECT; 
which immediately gave him this. 
Hint; That the King of Heaven be- 
came a Servant on Earth, that he 
might make : his Servants Kings ; and 
that he that would be a King ought. 
to know. what it is to be a Subject. 
Deſiderius made other Uſes and Ad- 
vantages of this holy Exerciſe, ſome- 
| | times 
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times applying it thus to himſelf: 
If God ſhall permit me to be oppreſs d 
and afflited with Adverſity, and that 
the World deſpiſe and treat me ill, 
ſhall I that am a Subject and a Slave 
complain? And then on the contrary 
he would ſay ; If God ſhall think fit 
to bleſs me with Profperity, ſhall that 
betray me to Sin? God forbid, that I, 
who am a King, ſhould be a Slave ta 
unlawful Pleaſures. And by tranſ- 
poling and comparing theſe four 
Words he found himſelf full r 
ment, and by the Practice of this 
Exerciſe and other holy Lectures he 
had receiv'd during the Time of his 
Pilgrimage, he found himſelf able to 
reſtrain and ſubdue all inordinate 
Deſires, and to fortify himſelf againſt 
all Temptations and Misfortunes, 
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A Summary of the foregoing Dia- 
logne in thirteen ſbort Precepts,. 


1. | * 
FOR the Love of Telus Chriſt 
N who died tor 145 renounce 
S8 F Set all fenfual Pleaſures; and when 
thou would'ſt ſee, hear, ſmell, 
a. touch, or lay any Thang, 
ee = remember thou art to obey Gad 
and Reaſon, and ſuffer not thy ſelf to be 
tempted to [rregularity. Conform thy De- 
fires to God's Will and Direction; and in all 
thy knjoymenss avoid Voluptuouſneſs and E- 


gels. 
Woh n 

| Keep a ſbrict Guard over thy Tongue, thine 
Ear and thine Eye, leaft they betray thee to 
Things vain and unlawtul.. Be ſparing of thy 
Words, and talk not impertinently or in Pat- 
ſion. Keep all Parts of thy Body in a juſt 


=.  Decorum, and avoid immoderate Laughter 


and Levity of Behaviour, 


(in.) 


S he fond of no Creature, but mortify thy ſelf. 


to the World, ſo wilt thou keep thy Mind at 
Liberty, in which the true Pleaſure of Life 
conſiſts, * 25 5 ae By 
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By an intize Reſignation and denying of thy 
felf thou wilt be able to reſtrain kregular 
Aﬀetions and Paſſions. Make God the Ob- 
my of thy Love and Defire, and give up thy 
elf wholly to him. Let his Will be thine, 
and perſue his Praiſe and Honour more than 
thy own Profit. | 


15 1 (v. gt 

Obſerve the Providence of God in all 
Things, aud put thy Truſt in him, who will 
not fail to take Care of thee in all Adver= 
ſity, whether internal or external; ſubmit to 
the Hand that afflicts the, and aſſure thy lelf 
ir, is to thy Gods Bear thy tet with 

atience and Equagimiry, be it never to un- 
Di iviog Thanks. 0 God for bis gende 
Difpenſations, Be not offended or affropted. 
at Injuries, not ingpatiently complain of Men: 
But reflect on thy own Uuwortbi wha 
deſexxeſt ta be ill treated by all, Depend. 
upon God, and in holy Silence preferve thx 


Peace of Mind. Conſider with what Patience: 
thy inngcegt, Saviour ſuffer'd the, Indigr- 


nities of Men, and thou wilt be prepar'd d 
bear the utmoſt Contempt of thine Enemies. 


(EY 


Think meanly of thy (elf, confiduring thy. 
own Vilenels, wha. ast but Duſt ang. K 


and haſt nothing thou. canſt call thy. un. 
The Nr rhe thinkeſt af thy- let, che, 


warſe God will think of thee, and in ſee k- 


ing 
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ing Applauſe for a good Werk thou wilt 
looſe thy Reward; ; Whatſoever of Good 
there is in thee, look upon it as God's, and 
not thine own, and uſurp not that to thy telf 
which belongs to him. Pleaſe not thy [ef 
to dilpleaſe God; and eſteem thy ſelf. un- 
wotthy of the left of his Gifts. 


( VII.) : 
Deny thy ſelf to oblige others in all Things 
lawtul, Let thy Obedience be ready and 
chearful, which is acceptable to God; and 


conſider how he curſeth the rebellious and 
unduriful, | EW. SET; 


| ( VIII. ) 

In Imitation of thy bleſſed Saviour be con- 
tent with a little. Shun Exceſs in Apparel, 
. and Luxury. in Diet; and think how-ungrate-- - 
ful thou would'f be to murmur at coarſe 
Diet, when Chrift for thy ſake drank Vine- 
gar and Gall. If thou wanteft common Ne- 
ceſſaries, ſtill thank God it is no worſe and 
truſt in him, who will never forſake his 
Servants, tho? for a while and their own 


good he' may ſometimes ſuffer them to be 
afflicted. a ; : ; 


r 
Love all People as thine own Brothers and 
Siſters. Pray for the Salvation of all. Speak 
kindly to and look pleaſantly on all, eſpeci- 
ally thine Enemies and Perlecutors, and let 
univerſal Charity extinguiſh all BRO of 
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Spirit in Thee. Aſſt and comfort the di- 
ſtreſt, eſpecially if they have offended thee, 
Rejoyce at the Proſperity and good Deeds 
of others, as if they were thine own, and 
deplore their Calamiries, as if they had be- 


fallen ther. 


I.) FD 
- - Deſpile no Body. Avoid raſh Judgment 
and uncharitable Cenſures. Thin 
all Men, and interpret their Words and A- 
ctions to the beſt Meaning. Prefer all Men 
in thine own Thoughts before thy ſelf; and 
look upon thy [elf as a moft vile and unwor- 
thy Creature: If thou wert wiſe: how Chear- 
fully would'ſt thou obey God, and readily be 
ſerviceable in thy Generation? Wouldft thou 


imitate thy Lord and Maſter? Confider, he 


took upon him the Character of a Servant, 
and condeſcended to waſh his Diſeiples Feet. 
e ES; 
Study to pleaſe God more than Men, and 
rather affect Contempt than Applauſe. . - 


Indulge chaſt and pious Thoughts, conſi- 
dering that God is every where preſent, Con- 
verle frequently with him in thy Mind, and 
indeavour to preſerve his Memoiy in thy 
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Thoughts, that thou miy;ſt hever be ablens 


from him, 


. 7 45 


e 
3 2 * 
Ly a * % 0 


be 
'What- ft 


” 


+4 
+ 4 


„ 
= * 
12 1 


_— 


by Wo o 
e 3 


2 
1 o N 1 
* o l * „ 
0 1 _ 
* 5 wa 
2 _—_— F 
= . 2 
. 2 * Jig! _ - 
bt 


190 Deſiderius, or the 

C XII. ) 

Whatſoever relates not to God is not 
worth thy Care. This will wean thee- from 
the World, and (et thy Mind at Liberty only 
to ſetve him; which is the only Thing ne- 
ceſſary; and for the obtaining of which thou 
canſt not ſpend too much Time or Pains, 
Be cautious and preſume not upon thine own 
Performances g but rely wholly n God's 
Goodueſs and Mercy, by whole Help alone 
thou art able to do thy Duty. 
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